
August 9, 2016 Blue Ridge City Council Minutes 

City of Blue Ridge 

480 West First Street • Blue Ridge, Georgia • (706) 632-2091 

Present: Mayor Donna Whitener 

City of Blue Ridge 

Council Meeting Minutes 

City Hall 

480 West First Street 

August 9, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. 

Council Members Angie Arp, Harold Herndon, 

Rodney Kendall, Bruce Pack and Rhonda Thomas 

City Clerk Kelsey Ledford 

City Attorney David Syfan 

1) Call Meeting to Order: 

Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to call the meeting to order. The motion was 

seconded by Council Member Bruce Pack. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 

2) Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance: 

Lydia Long with Awake America offered a word of prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. Long then invited all in attendance to the annual 9-11 memorial to take place at 11:45 a.m. 

on September 10, 2016 at the Fannin County High School Performing Arts Center. 

3) Council Meeting Rules of Procedures: 

Mayor Whitener announced that the Rules of Procedures were available at the Council desk. 

4) Approval of Minutes: 

a) Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to approve the July 12, 2016 at 4:30 p.m. 

Special Called Council Meeting Minutes (includes Executive Session Minutes). The motion 

was seconded by Council Member Angie Arp. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 

b) Council Member Angie Arp made a motion to approve the July 12, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. Special 

Called Council Meeting Minutes. The motion was seconded by Council Member Bruce Pack. 

The council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 

5) Presentation of Annual Financial Statements by Auditor-Tade Jo Bracken: 

The City Auditor Tacie Jo Bracken reviewed the Financial Statements with the Mayor and Council 

then explained the Report on Internal Control and Compliance. 

6) FY2016 Second Quarter Budget Amendment-Alicia Stewart: 

Finance Director Alicia Stewart explained the reason for needing a budget amendment. She 

explained that the purchase of the tag reader required a budget amendment, that legal 

expenses for the zoning department increased which required a budget amendment and that 
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the shop department was separated for the general fund which required a budget amendment. 

Council Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to approve the FY2016 Second Quarter Budget 

Amendment (attached). The motion was seconded by Council Member Rodney Kendall. The 

Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 

7) Fannin County and Joint Cities Comprehensive Plan: 

Mayor Whitener instructed the Council to make a wish list for the Comprehensive Plan. She 

announced that she had a meeting scheduled at the Courthouse on August 19, 2016 at 1:00 p.m. 

and asked the Council to attend. 

8) Planning Commission Recommendation-Zoning Text Amendment: 

Mayor Whitener read the Planning Commission's Recommendation in regards to Ada Street, 

LLC's request to rezone a tract of property located on Ada Street from R-2 to C-2 (attached). 

Attorney David Syfan explained the status of Ada Street, LLC's first request to rezone said 

property. He then asked for additional time. Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to 

allow additional time. The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Thomas. The 

Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. Attorney David Syfan gave a description of the property and 

explained the difficulty of the Council deciding what the best use for the property is. He then 

gave the Council some recommendations and explained each. Attorney Syfan asked the Council 

to consider the Zoning Ordinance text amendment that he prepared (attached). Steve Oyer, a 

representative of Ada Street, LLC requested a copy of the text amendment. Attorney Syfan gave 

Mr. Oyer a copy of the text amendment and then proceeded to review the text amendment 

with the Council. After Attorney Syfan finished reviewing the text amendment he asked if there 

were any questions. Mayor Whitener asked if there was a piece of property that could meet the 

requirements discussed. He replied that he knew of a least one property which is located on Ada 

Street. Mayor Whitener stated that it was not really her question and asked if he knew of 

another city that has done this type of requirements. He replied that he was not familiar with 

every zoning ordinance in the state of Georgia. After a brief discussion, Mayor Whitener asked if 

there was a motion. Council Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to approve the original 

request to rezone the property to C-2. Mayor Whitener asked for a second. Motion dies for a 

lack of a second. Steve Oyer and Brenda Battaglia, both representatives of Ada Street, LLC made 

comments from the audience. Mr. Oyer stated that the request to rezone the property to C-2 

was made under a constitutional challenge, it has now been turned down so that constitutional 

challenge goes into effect and it will go to court. Ms. Battaglia stated that she wanted it to be on 

record that the Planning Commission recommended their request to rezone the property to C-2 

the first time and now they have denied the request to rezone. Mayor Whitener explained that 
it is on record in the minutes. Attorney David Syfan then stated that his recommendation is for 

three motions, 1) rezone the Ada Street, LLC property from R-2 to C-1, 2) approve the 

recommended text amendment to go to the Planning Commission and for the normal zoning 

procedure to be followed, and 3) to set the maximum number of units that is reasonable. 

Council Members Angie Arp and Rhonda Thomas discussed the Planning Commission's 
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recommendations. Mayor Whitener interrupted and asked for a motion. Council Member 

Rodney Kendall made a motion to rezone the property to C-1. The motion was seconded by 

Council Member Angie Arp. The Council voted 4-1 with Council Member Rhonda Thomas 

opposed. Council Member Angie Arp made a motion to send the proposed text amendment to 

the C-1 zoning district be sent to the Planning Commission to go through the normal zoning 

procedures and for the maximum number of units per acre be set to 10. Zoning Administrator 

Roy Parsons clarified that he did not believe that the Planning Commission had recommended 

that the property be rezoned to C-1 but that the Council could very well do so. The Commission 

did recommend that the Council consider a text amendment. The motion for the proposed text 

amendment was then seconded by Council Member Rodney Kendall. The Council voted 3-2 with 

Council Members Rhonda Thomas and Harold Herndon opposed. Motion carried. There was a 

brief discussion. Council Member Harold Herndon asked a few questions and the Council 

discussed them. Council Member Angie Arp then restated her previous motion. The motion was 

seconded by Council Member Rodney Kendall. The Council voted 4-1 with Council Member 

Rhonda Thomas opposed. Motion carried. 

9) Renewal of LifeForce/AirMedCare Contract for Membership: 

Council Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to approve the renewal contract with 

LifeForce/AirMedCare including the special stipulations. The motion was seconded by Council 

Member Bruce Pack. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 

10) Fannin County Chamber of Commerce Map/Advertisement for the City of Blue Ridge: 

Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to approve the City's participation in the 

Chamber's map. The motion included approving the $900.00 invoice from Total Marketing and 

for the funds to come from the Hotel Motel Restricted Tax Fund. The motion was seconded by 

Council Member Angie Arp. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. The $900.00 will be sent to 

the Chamber for disbursement. (Agreement is attached). 

11) Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control Ordinance Amendment (First Reading): 

Mayor Whitener read the first paragraph of the Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control 

Ordinance Amendment. Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to approve the first 

reading of the Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control Ordinance Amendment. The motion was 

seconded by Council Member Rhonda Thomas. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 

12) TE Project Streetscape Phase IV, Keck & Wood, Inc. Proposal for Professional Engineering 

Services: 

Council Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to approve the proposed professional 

engineering contract along with the special stipulations from Keck & Wood, Inc. (attached), 

upon final approval of the City Attorney. The motion was seconded by Council Member Rodney 

Kendall. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 
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13) School Resource Officer Program Intergovernmental Agreement: 

Mayor Whitener asked a few members of the audience to speak. Shannon Miller, principal of 

Blue Ridge Elementary School (BRES), spoke about safety at the school and how the resource 

officer program contributes a great deal to the children's safety at BRES, including custody 

issues, parent pick up/drop off, bus drop off, etc. She continued to explain the positive influence 

a resource officer brings to society as the children become familiar with police officers on a daily 

basis. Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to approve additional time. The motion 

was seconded by Council Member Angie Arp. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. Resource 

Officer, Tracy Summers spoke about how is hopes to positively influence the children at Blue 

Ridge Elementary school by being a friendly face around campus. 

14) Hotel/Motel Tax-Restricted: 

Council Member Angie Arp made a motion to approve giving the Chamber all of the Restricted 

Hotel/Motel Tax funds and to allow them to disburse the funds at their discretion. The motion 

was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Thomas. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. City 

Attorney David Syfan mentioned that the City will need to approve a contract with the Chamber. 

15) Water Licensing: 

Council Member Rodney Kendall explained that two employees just obtained their water 

distribution licenses and further explained the studying that goes into trying to pass the state 

test for this type of license. Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to give the two 

employees, Chad Clemmons and William Long, who obtained their water distribution licenses a 

$1.00/hour raise. The motion was seconded by Council Member Bruce Pack. The Council voted 

5-0. Motion carried. 

16) Ballfield: 

Mayor Whitener explained some needed work that has been done at the park for the High 

School's softball field. The principal, Erik Cioffi and assistant principal, Scott Ramsey were 

present to explain the work that has been completed and ask for reimbursement. Council 

Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to allow additional time. The motion was seconded by 

Council Member Bruce Pack. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. Mr. Cioffi and Mr. Ramsey 

explained that the High School had already completed and paid for netting and fencing at the 

ballfield in the amount of $8,048.00. They explained that additional fencing would need to be 

completed in the amount of $6,200.00. There was additional discussion about operations at the 

park. For example, who would run the concession stand during the High School's games, the 

locking of the field and security of the field. Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to 

reimburse the school in the amount of $3,798.00 for fencing. The motion was seconded by 

Council Member Rhonda Thomas. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. Council Member 

Rhonda Thomas made a motion to reimburse the school or pay the invoice to Appalachian 

Fence LLC in the amount of $6,200.00. The motion was seconded by Council Member Bruce 

Pack. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. Council Member Angie Arp made a motion to 
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reimburse the school in the amount of $3,800.00 and $450.00 for netting at the ballfield. The 

motion was seconded by Council Member Bruce Pack. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 

Invoices are attached. Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to allow the Board of 

Education to find someone to run the concession stand in conjunction with Mayor Whitener. 

The motion was seconded by Council Member Bruce Pack. The Council voted 5-0. Motion 

carried. 

17) Mayor Reports: 

Mayor Whitener announced a Water Authority meeting to occur on August 19, 2016. She stated 
that the Water Treatment Plant was coming along and asked the Council to visit the 

construction site. She stated that EPA and EPD is wanting the City to monitor the temperature of 

the streams near the Waste Water Treatment Plant and asked permission to contact 

representatives and ask that the City not have to take on the expense. The Council gave her 

permission to contact EPA and EPD. 

18) Georgia Environmental Protection Division Invoice No. DW-2016-003293: 

Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to approve Invoice No. DW-2016-003293 from 

the Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD) in the amount of $7,470.00 (attached). The 

motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Thomas. The Council voted 5-0. Motion 

carried. 

19) Dwight Oliver Electrical Contractor. Inc. Invoice No. 3939: 

Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to approve the Dwight Oliver Electrical 

Contractor, Inc. Invoice No. 3939 in the amount of $4,263.80 (attached). The motion was 

seconded by Council Member Rhonda Thomas. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 

20) Leak Detection and MatchPoint Quotes No. 89 Approval: 

The Council was presented a copy of MatchPoint's Quote No. 89 for leak detection services in 

the amount of $7,000.00 (attached). Mayor Whitener discussed the need for leak detection. 

Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to approve MatchPoint's Quote No. 89 in the 

amount of $7,000.00. The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Thomas. The 

Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 

21) Cesar Martinez-The Blue Ridge Business Association: 

Cesar Martinez was present representing the Blue Ridge Business Association. He questioned 

about whether or not the City had a proposed schedule for the East Main Street Project. The 

Mayor and Council explained that the schedule was still being worked on by the engineer. Mr. 

Martinez then handed the Mayor and Council a construction newsletter from Minnesota where 

he owns property (attached). He explained that the engineer and contractor distribute these 

newsletters monthly and asked if the City could implement doing something similar with the 

East Main Street Project. The allotted five minute time limit expired. Council Member Rodney 
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Kendall made a motion to allow additional time. The motion was seconded by Council Member 

Bruce Pack. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. Mayor Whitener then asked Mr. Martinez if 

the Business Association could help with the trash issue that the City has been experiencing 

downtown. 

22) Joe Webb-Blue Ridge Community Theater Sign Request and SPLOST: 

Joe Webb was not present. 

23) Bill Ryan-Storm Water: 

Bill Ryan questioned if there was a change of engineers assigned to the storm water 

improvements and asked for an update on the storm water improvements. Council Member 

Angie Arp explained that Carter & Sloope were the engineers assigned to the improvements and 

that the City is just determining funding. 

24) Daniel Rice-Eagle Scout Project (Near the Mineral Springs Trail)*2 Minutes*: 

Daniel Rice explained to the Mayor and Council that as part of his Eagle Scout Project he would 

like to connect the City's Mineral Springs Trail to the Mineral Springs Center. The allotted two 

minutes expired. Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to approve Mr. Rice's request 

under the stipulation that he would work under the supervision of Zoning Administrator Roy 

Parsons. The motion was seconded by Council Member Bruce Pack. The Council voted 5-0. 

Motion carried. 

25) Lydia Long-9/11 Prayer and Memorial Service*2 Minutes*: 

Lydia Long spoke earlier in the meeting. 

26) Executive Session-Personnel: 

Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to close the meeting for an executive session. 

The motion was seconded by Council Member Bruce Pack. The Council voted 5-0. Motion 

carried. 

Brian Pritchard with FetchYourNews stood up and asked the Council about the zoning motions 

that were made previously in the meeting. Council Member Rodney Kendall answered. Citizens 

of Broadview Cove asked to speak. Mayor Whitener stated that they did not sign up prior to the 

meeting. Therefore, it was decided that they would come back at the next regularly scheduled 

Council Meeting to speak. 

Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to open the meeting from executive session. 

The motion was seconded by Council Member Angie Arp. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 

Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to change employee Jared Wood's 

employment status from part time to full time and to allow his probation to count as time 
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served. The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Thomas. The Council voted 5-0. 
Motion carried. Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to have Chief Johnny Scearce 

bring his part time pool positions before the Council for employment approval. The motion was 

seconded by Council Member Rhonda Thomas. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 

27) Adjournment: 

Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was 

seconded by Council Member Bruce Pack. The Council voted 5-0. Meeting adjourned at 8:33 
p.m. 

<!?a£.,, ~Is.= :::. 
Mayor Pro Tempo~ ~y Kendall 

Approved 
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