












































































































































February 3, 2015      Blue Ridge City Council Minutes 

City of Blue Ridge 

480 West First Street    •    Blue Ridge, Georgia    •    (706) 632-2091 
 
 

City of Blue Ridge 
Workshop Meeting Minutes 

City Hall 
480 West First Street 

February 3, 2015 at 10:00 AM 
 

Present: Mayor, Donna Whitener 
  Council Members, Angie Arp 
  Harold Herndon, and Rhonda Thomas 
  City Clerk/Manager, Bill Sowers 
  Assistant City Clerk, Kelsey Addington 
Absent: Council Members, Rodney Kendall and  
 Bruce Pack 
 
Old Business: 
 

1) Call Meeting to Order: 
A motion to call the meeting to order was made by Council Member, Rhonda Thomas. The 
motion was seconded by Council Member, Angie Arp. All voted yea. Motion carried.  
 

2) Approval of Minutes: 
A motion to approve the minutes from the Workshop meeting held on December 2, 2014 was 
made by Council Member, Rhonda Thomas. The motion was seconded by Council Member, 
Harold Herndon. All voted yea. Motion carried.  
 

3) Zoning Board of Appeals Applicants: 
The Mayor and Council discussed the applicants who filed an application with the City for the 
two available positions on the Zoning Board of Appeals. A motion to table the topic, until all 
Council Members were present, was made by Council Member, Harold Herndon. The motion 
was seconded by Council Member, Angie Arp. All voted yea. Motion carried.  
 

4) Swimming Pool Concrete Work Quote: 
There was some discussion as to the quote that was submitted to the City. A motion to table the 
topic was made by Council Member, Rhonda Thomas. The motion was seconded by Council 
Member, Angie Arp. All voted yea. Motion carried.  
 

5) Depot: 
Mayor Whitener announced that the final walk through for the Depot was scheduled for 
February 5, 2015. She stated that it was for the construction done by Johnson Landscaping and 
that there will be additional work that the City will need to complete before the Depot is 
complete. Mayor Whitener requested that the Council approve a budget for Greg Hood for the 
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completion of the Depot. She proposed that the Council approve $ 20,000 for additional 
construction for the building and an additional $ 20,000 for landscaping around the Depot. 
Council Member, Rhonda Thomas made a motion to approve up to$ 20, 000 for additional 
building costs. The motion was seconded by Council Member, Harold Herndon. All voted yea. 
Motion carried. A motion was made by Council Member, Rhonda Thomas to approve up to 
$20,000 for landscaping under the condition that the Council receive three quotes from which 
they vote upon. The motion was seconded by Council Member, Angie Arp. All voted yea. Motion 
carried.  
 

6) Stray Cats:  
Council Member, Rhonda Thomas stated that she had been in contact with the Blue Ridge 
Humane Society and that they had suggested that the City donate funds in order to control the 
cat population within the city. She stated that the funds would be used to spay the stray cats. 
Thomas stated that the cats would be released back into the City but that they would not be 
able to reproduce. After some discussion, Thomas made a motion to table the topic. The motion 
was seconded by Council Member, Angie Arp. All voted yea. Motion carried.  

 
7) Life Force: 

Jimmy Morse, with Life Force was present to make a proposal to the Council. Mr. Morse stated 
that if the City establishes service through a contract with life force then every citizen within the 
city limits that has health insurance, if they must be air lifted that they will not have to pay 
anything out of pocket. A motion to table the topic was made by Council Member, Rhonda 
Thomas. The motion was seconded by Council Member, Angie Arp. All voted yea. Motion 
carried.  
 

8) Wine and Jazz Festival: 
Hope Killingsworth requested funding for the Wine and Jazz Festival. She stated that the event 
would take place in April or May and that it would promote tourism. Council Member, Angie Arp 
stated that she would make contact with the City’s Finance Director, Alicia Stewart later in the 
week and get a budget for the 2015 2% restricted Hotel/Motel Tax. Council Member, Rhonda 
Thomas made a motion to table the topic until the City Council Meeting. The motion was 
seconded by Angie Arp. All voted yea. Motion carried.  
 

9) Blue Ridge Community Theater: 
Council Member, Rhonda Thomas made a motion to table the topic until the City Council 
Meeting. The motion was seconded by Council Member, Angie Arp. All voted yea. Motion 
carried.  
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10) GMA-Oirect Installment Program (Police Department: 

Council Member, Rhonda Thomas made a motion to approve the Direct Installment Program 

with the Georgia Municipal Association. The motion was seconded by Council Member, Harold 

Herndon. All voted yea. Motion carried. 

11) Kiwanis: 

Mayor Whitener stated that the Kiwanis would soon celebrate their lOOth year anniversary. She 

stated that they have offered to help improve the downtown park as part of a project that they 

were wanting to do. Council Member, Rhonda Thomas made a motion to allow the Kiwanis to 

begin their project to improve the City park. The motion was seconded by Council Member, 
Harold Herndon. All voted yea. Motion carried. 

12) Mayor Reports/Concerns: 
Mayor Whitener allowed John Soave to speak during her reports and concerns. Mr. Soave 

requested that the City Council remove the requirement for a sprinkler system in dwelling areas 

above commercial buildings. The Mayor spoke on topics that included: Intergovernmental 

agreement, Georgia Cities Week Resolution, Ribbon Cutting event for the Mineral Springs Trail, 

and Hotel/Motel Tax from 2008-2014. 

13} Council Reports/Concerns: 

Council Member, Angie Arp stated that the w-10 crew should do some clean-up at the Mineral 

Springs Trail and that it needs to be done before the summer months. Arp stated that there 
were some areas near the Blue Ridge Housing Authority that are being rutted out. She 

suggested that this issue be corrected. Council Member, Rhonda Thomas suggested that the 

City's sign ordinance be revised and updated. 

14) Adjournment: 

Council Member, Rhonda Thomas made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was 

seconded by Council Member, Angie Arp. All voted yea. Meeting adjourned at 12:05 PM. 

Donna Whitener, Mayor 

Approved 































































































































































































































Special Called Council Meeting 

April 22, 2015 

3:30 PM 

Purpose of the Meeting: Allow Rick laRosa and team to present ideas of a "Master Plan" for 

the City of Blue Ridge. 

A Motion was made by Rodney Kendall to call the Meeting to order. Seconded by Angle Arp. 

All voted Yea. Motion carried. 

Opening Prayer was by Dub Joiner, then Mayor Whitener led those present In the Pledge to the 

Flag. 

Council Meeting "Rules of Procedure" was gone over by the Mayor and Council, then a Motion 
was made by Rodney Kendall to allow Rick laRosa and his team to give their presentation to the 
Mayor and Council without the 5 minute time limit on the "Master Plan" for the City of Blue 
Ridge. Seconded by Angle Arp. All voted Yea. Motion carried. 

Cindy Tremble was called upon to start the presentation to the Mayor and Council, and she 
gave a short introduction to the Plan, and then turned the presentation over to Rick laRosa. 

Rick la Rosa makes presentation to the Mayor and Council showing several preliminary poster 
boards that showed changes in the down town area. Council Members reviewed these changes 
and gave their ideas of what they would like to see. 

After a lengthy discussion between all present, it was made known that there would be another 
meeting to go into more depth in the ideas of the ''Team" and Council, and also have Input 
from a "Town Hall" type meeting so that more people could be informed of the plans. This 
meeting time and date would be announced later, but should be as soon as possible. 

A Motion was made by Rodney Kendall to adjourn. Seconded by Rhonda Thomas. Ail voted 
Yea. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned. 

Bill Sowers, City Clerk 

Approved 
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5) Master Plan-Rick Larosa and Cindy Trimble: 

Rick Larosa thanked the Council along with City Clerk Bill Sowers for helping him and his team 

gather data. He stated that he wanted input from the Council and the public. He continued to 

state that the process takes time to arrive at the best solution. There was a short discussion 

between Rick Larosa and the Council. Mayor Whitener asked that the Council finish the meeting 

and adjourn and then stay after to hear Larosa's plan. 

6) Detail Contract FY 2016: 

Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to approve the contract (attached). The motion 

was seconded by Council Member Bruce Pack. All voted yea. Motion carried. 

7) Appointment to the Building Code Appeals Board: 

Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to reappoint Matthew Patterson if he is willing 

to serve a second term. The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Thomas. All 

voted yea. Motion carried. 

8) Vendor Ordinance: 

Council Member Angie Arp stated that she would like to bring the issue of a vendor ordinance or 

peddler's permit to the Council's attention. This would allow individuals to sell products/food on 

the sidewalks. Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to table until further notice. The 
motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Thomas. All voted yea. Motion carried. 

9) The Blue Ridge Business Association-Cesar Martinez: 

Cesar Martinez was present to give a monthly update for the Blue Ridge Business Association. 

10) Executive Session (if needed): 

There was no executive session needed. 

11) Adjournment: 

Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was 

seconded by Council Member Angie Arp. All voted yea. Meeting adjourned at 6:38 pm. 

Approved 
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City of Blue Ridge
Council Meeting Minutes

City Hall
480 West First Street

July 14, 2015 at 6:00 pm

Present: Mayor Donna Whitener
Council Members Angie Arp, Harold Herndon,
Rodney Kendall, Bruce Pack and Rhonda Thomas
City Clerk Kelsey Ledford

1) Call Meeting To Order:
Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to call the meeting to order. The motion was
seconded by Council Member Bruce Pack. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.

2) Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance:
Mayor Whitener asked that John Mason offer a word of prayer followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance.

3) Council Meeting Rules of Procedures:
Mayor Whitener announced that copies of the Council Meeting Rules of Procedures were
available at the Council desk.

4) Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting:
a) Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to approve the May 5,2015 Workshop

Meeting Minutes. The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Thomas. The
Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.

b) Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to approve the June 9, 2015 Council
Meeting Minutes. The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Thomas. The
Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.

c) Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to approve the June 12, 2015 Special Called
Council Meeting Minutes. The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Thomas.
The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.

5) Alcohol Ordinance Amendment (First Reading):
Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to accept the first reading of the Alcohol
Ordinance Amendment. The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Thomas. The
Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. This amendment to the alcohol ordinance is to allow for the
sale of growlers. The second reading is scheduled for the August 11, 2015 at the Council
Meeting.

Page lof8
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6) Waste Water Plant Quotes from Carter & Sioope and Stevenson & Palmer:
Mayor Whitener stated that the waste water plant quotes were old business from the July 7,
2015 workshop meeting. She stated that there was some SRFfunding available. She stated that
she has asked Waste Water Plant Supervisor, James Weaver to provide a list of improvements

that will keep the plant operating for under $ 50,000 so that the City can wait 6-12 months on
funding for more expensive improvements. Mayor Whitener stated that EPDmay require the
City to build a cooling room that will be an extra expense when improving the plant. Mayor
Whitener stated that maybe the City can do a small fix that the City can afford and then look
into long term financing or funding for the bigger improvements. Council Member Rodney
Kendall made a motion to table the waste water plant quotes. The motion was seconded by
Council Member Bruce Pack. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.

7) Audit & Purchasing Policy-Auditor Tacie Jo Bracken & Finance Director Alicia Stewart:
CPA, Rene Bidez presented a quick overview of the City's 12/31/14 audit. Mr. Bidez then asked
CPA, Tacie Jo Bracken to present the additional compliance areas that the City's auditors review
during the audit. Mrs. Bracken introduced herself as the audit manager that worked with Mr.
Bidez for the City's 2014 year. Mrs. Bracken stated that she would like to go over the
recommendations for improvements. Mrs. Bracken stated that she would like to make it clear

that the City of Blue Ridge had to have almost another layer of an audit this year which is called
a single audit for federal funding. She stated that the City was in compliance and did not find
anything that the City violated when using federal funds. Mrs. Bracken then stated that with
that being said, everything else forward only deals with the City's financial reporting. She stated
that on page 47 ofthe City's audit report is a schedule offindings and question costs. She
continued to explain that this list includes two types of findings, either a material weakness or
significant deficiencies. She explained that material weakness was when the City did not have
enough internal control to catch mistakes and that significant deficiencies happened when there
was a lapse in internal control. Mrs. Bracken stated that there were no material weaknesses

found in this audit but a few significant deficiencies were found. She stated that out of the two,
significant deficiencies were the lesser of the two. She referenced page 47 of the 2014 audit
stating that there was a lack of segregation of duties. She explained that this comment was
common among cities of this size. She informed the Council that if the City were to properly
segregate duties that the City would need at least four full time employees in the finance
department. Mrs. Bracken reassured the Council that this comment was typical among cities of
this size. She then referenced page 48 of the 2014 audit report by stating that the city had a lack
of contract for revenue transactions. She stated that when the City renegotiated the franchise
tax rate with Tri-State EMC that an actual document was not executed. She stated that she
believed that a contract existed but that it was not executed or finalized. Mrs. Bracken stated
that the third finding was material misstatements in reporting. She explained that this meant
that prior period adjustments from prior years were made. Mrs. Bracken stated that the
majority of them were planned by City Finance Director, Alicia Stewart because they just made
more sense for the City's finances. She stated that anytime the books are adjusted for prior
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years that the auditors are required to report this finding. Mrs. Bracken referenced page 49 of
the 2014 audit stating that the fourth finding was controls over citation books. She stated that
the audit showed that the City's citation books are not kept in numerical order and that they are
not logged in a book. She stated that she had given recommendations to the police department

and that they were very open to all of her suggestions. She mentioned that before the audit was
completed that she noticed the police officers had already implemented her recommendations.
Mrs. Bracken referenced page 50 of the 2014 audit for the final comment. She stated that she
thought it was important for the City to have a comprehensive purchasing policy that was clear.
She stated that during the audit the current purchasing policy caused some problems. She
mentioned that there were some discrepancies on what dollar amount is actually the correct
level needing approval from Council as well as well as being vague. Mrs. Bracken recommended
that the Mayor and Council consult with the Finance Director in order to create a purchasing
policy that may clearer, with definite dollar thresholds, but that is also useful for operations.

Mrs. Bracken stated that she had made some verbal comments to the City's administration for
ways that the City could improve or operate more efficiently.

Finance Director, Alicia Stewart presented a revised, updated purchasing policy that the Mayor
and Council received prior to the meeting. Mrs. Stewart asked if the Mayor and Council had any
input or questions. She stated that she believed the proposed purchasing policy would be
effective, and that it could be modified as needed. She mentioned that with City Clerk Bill
Sowers retiring that the Council would need a solution replacing Mr. Sowers in the current
purchasing policy because he is the only authorized individual to sign purchase orders. Mayor
Whitener asked that the policy be numbered so that in the future someone would know which
amendment was the most current. Mrs. Stewart stated that there was a place to enter the date
of adoption. Council Member Angie Arp stated that the proposed purchasing policy was very cut
and dry. Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to adopt the proposed Purchasing and
Expenditure Policies (attached). The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Thomas.
The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.

8) Shop Equipment/Tire Changer Quotes:
Shop Mechanic, Tony Byrd submitted two quotes for a Tire Changer. Mayor Whitener stated
that the current equipment at the shop is not adequate enough for Mr. Byrd to work efficiently.
She stated that Mr. Byrd had requested the Council approve the quote from Coats in the
amount of $ 3,949. Council Member Rodney Kendall asked if this amount was adjusted because
Mr. Byrd mentioned to him prior to the meeting that he could possibly get a price adjustment.
Mayor Whitener was uncertain. Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to approve up
to $ 4,000 for the Coats Tire Changer. The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda
Thomas. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.

Page 3 of8



July 14, 2015 Blue Ridge City Council Minutes

City of Blue Ridge

480 West First Street • Blue Ridge, Georgia • (706) 632-2091

9) Rick Larosa-Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment:
Rick Larosa introduced himself. He stated that he has reviewed the Zoning Ordinance, more
specifically the CBD (Central Business District) section and would like to make a proposed
amendment. Mr. Larosa explained that the current Zoning Ordinance allows buildings to be
constructed up to four stories. Mr. Larosa stated that one of his clients has plans to construct a
three story building but that they would like to make the second and third stories residential
dwellings. Mr. Larosa stated that currently the Zoning Ordinance stipulates that residential
dwellings are only permitted as high as the floor above ground level. He asked that the Council
consider making an amendment to the current Zoning Ordinance or to grant his client a variance
to construct the building as planned. Mr. Larosa stated that all residential dwellings in the CBD
are required to have a NFPA13R sprinkler system but that his client is going to go above and
beyond and will install a NFPA13 sprinkler system. He stated that he has worked with the Fire
Chief on other projects and that his client is addressing all fire requirements so that fire should
not be a concern when determining the variance. Mayor Whitener informed Rick Larosa that
others have requested this same amendment to the Zoning Ordinance. Council Member Angie
Arp addressed her concern about the limited amount of parking in this area and how residential
dwellings would affect parking. Council Member Arp stated that she would not be opposed to
the amendment if it also included that the building owner were required to provide their own
parking for the residents. Council Member Rhonda Thomas addressed her concern regarding the
fact that fire issues need to be addressed prior to the amendment or variance being approved
because the probability of a fire taking place in a residential dwelling is higher than that of a
commercial building. Council Member Rodney Kendall stated that the Fannin County Fire
Department is equipped to extinguish fires of that height but that the problem is that power
lines are across East Main Street and fire trucks can only reach East Main by parking on Roberts
Way. Mayor Whitener suggested consulting Land Development and Zoning Administrator Roy
Parsons to develop a solution. Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to table the
proposed amendment until the Council consults with Mr. Parsons. The motion was seconded by
Council Member Rhonda Thomas. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.

10) Mayor Comments and Master Plan-Mayor Whitener, Rick Larosa and Cindy Trimble:
Mayor Whitener introduced Rick Larosa and Cindy Trimble. Mayor Whitener spoke about the
growth in Blue Ridge and the Master Plan. Mayor Whitener stated that the Council was
presented a great plan. She stated that the Council was not taking anything away from anyone
but that they were trying to make it better. She asked that everyone be open minded. Mayor

Whitener mentioned that incorrect rumors were going around about the Council kicking the
Good Samaritans out of downtown. Mayor Whitener stated that the City intends for the Master
Plan to make the City Park better for the residents, children and visitors of Blue Ridge. She
closed by stating that if the City did not plan for growth then we will be left behind. Mayor
Whitener stated that the Council would be closing for an executive session but that when they
returned they would be happy to hear public comments. Mayor Whitener then turned the
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audience over to Mr. Larosa and Ms. Trimble. Mr. Larosa and Ms. Trimble presented the Master
Plan while the Mayor and Council closed for executive session.

11) Executive Session-Personnel:

Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to close for executive session for the purpose
of discussing personnel. The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Thomas. The
Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. When the Council returned to the lobby Rick Larosa was
presenting the master plan to the audience. After Mr. Larosa finished his presentation, Mayor
Whitener stated that the City has received a $ 120,000 grant from the Vaughn-Jordan
Foundation to improve the City Park. She stated the Kiwanis Club who will be applying for a
grant to help improve the downtown park. She continued to state that there were several needs
within the City that would require grant money being awarded to fund the improvements.
Mayor Whitener then realized that the Council had not voted to come out of executive session
and asked for a motion. Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to exit executive
session. The motion was seconded by Council Member Bruce Pack. The Council voted 5-0.
Motion carried. Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to change Finance Director,
Alicia Stewart's employment status from salary to hourly employee at her current hours of
approximately 24 hours a week and to remain at her set rate of pay of $31.00 per hour. The
motion was seconded by Council Member Angie Arp. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.
Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to advertise in the local legal organ for a part-
time park position for the downtown area. The motion was seconded by Council Member Angie
Arp. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.

12) The Blue Ridge Business Association-Cesar Martinez:
Cesar Martinez had to leave so he was not present to speak on behalf of the Blue Ridge Business
Association.

13) Carlie Hammond-Good Samaritans-Park Master Plan:
Before Carlie Hammond spoke Mayor Whitener stated that Cindy Trimble had emailed a well
put together letter explaining the Master Plan and stated that copies of the ernail were available
at the Council desk (attached). Carlie Hammond thanked Ms. Trimble for her letter and stated
that she had not received anything in writing prior to the letter. Ms. Hammond stated that she
had submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FIOA) request to the City requesting a written
description of the Master Plan. Ms. Hammond began to pass out copies of her response to Ms.

Trimble's ernall (attached). She thanked the Council for allowing the Good Samaritans to speak
at the Council Meeting. Ms. Hammond asked for a show of hands from the audience who had
volunteered for the Labor Day BBQ. She asked for a show of hands from the audience who had
received benefits from the money that is raised at the Good Samaritans Labor Day BBQ. A lady
from the audience gave a brief summary of how the Good Samaritans had helped her. Ms.
Hammond stated that she has spent a lot of time on her response to Ms. Trimble's letter. She
continued to state that the Good Samaritans are present because they are concerned about the
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park and do not feel that it is broken. Ms. Hammond began her response when her 5 minute
time limit had been used. She asked the Council if she was limited to 5 minutes. Mayor
Whitener stated that everyone was limited to 5 minutes.

14) Barbara Reamsnyder-Good Samaritans Labor Day BBQ:
Barbara Reamsnyder asked if she could give up her time to speak to someone else. The Mayor
and Council advised her that according to the Council Meeting Rules of Procedures the public is
unable to transfer their time to other individuals. Ms. Reamsnyder spoke in support of the Good
Samaritans and their efforts to help the community. She continued to state that the Good
Samaritans are an important part of the community and that many people support them.

15) Rev. T. Reamsnyder-Good Samaritans Labor Day BBQ:
Rev. T. Reamsnyder spoke in support of the Good Samaritans Labor Day BBQ. He stated that he
appreciates the City using professionals to draw the plans and that the Council is involving the
community. He requested that the Council leave the BBQ pit for the Good Samaritans and the
gazebo that is used by Awake America. Mr. Reamsnyder asked for a commitment from the City
on record stating that there would be a BBQ pit adequate for the Good Samaritans and some
sort of gazebo or pavilion for Awake America in Blue Ridge. Mayor Whitener stated that she
thought he had that commitment.

16) John Mason-Good Samaritans Labor Day BBQ:
John Mason introduced himself and stated that he has been involved in the Good Samaritans
Labor Day BBQ for many years. Mr. Mason spoke about the Christian religion and that the Good
Samaritans help support the less fortunate in the community.

17) Antonio Aiello-Good Samaritans Labor Day BBQ:
Antonio Aiello introduced himself and spoke of his knowledge and experience in culinary arts.

Mr. Aiello explained the process in which the Good Samaritans use to prepare the food for the
Labor Day BBQ. He stated that they cook from 8:00 pm until 4:00 pm for the following day. He
stated that the Good Samaritans need a big area to host their Labor Day BBQ because they need
the grill, smokers, and area to park their trailers and equipment. Mr. Aiello stated that they
need a minimum of 160 square feet. He explained that charcoal did not meet the needs of the
Good Samaritans as mentioned in previous meetings. Mr. Aiello stated that he was not opposed
to change but that he would like the functionality of the Labor Day BBQ to stay in the same
condition that it is.

18) Toby Minter-Good Samaritans Labor Day BBQ and Parking:
Toby Minter thanked the Council for allowing the Good Samaritans to speak and commended
them for starting the process of the Master Plan. He stated that the Good Samaritans is a great
organization and that it deserves due diligence. Mr. Minter stated that the other issue he
wanted to address was the parking downtown. He stated that he is a deacon at Blue Ridge First
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Baptist and that the infrastructure downtown is limiting their growth as well as other churches
in town. He explained that his church could not expand their parking area because of storm
drain issues. Mr. Minter stated that the Good Samaritans organization touches lives all year
round. Mayor Whitener thanked Mr. Minter for his church allowing tourist to use their parking
lot downtown.

19) Dale Dyer-Good Samaritans Labor Day BBQ:
Dale Dyer introduced himself and stated that he has been a resident of Blue Ridge since 1947.
He stated that he has been involved with the City and community over the years. He spoke in
support of keeping the BBQ pit as is. Mr. Dyer gave a brief history of the Good Samaritans Labor
Day BBQ and stated that the City has changed and grown in the last 10 years. Mr. Dyer stated
that the event is something that people look forward to.

20) Doug Burrell-Good Samaritans Labor Day BBQ:
Doug Burrell introduced himself and thanked the Council for allowing him to speak. Mr. Burrell
stated that his church has been located in the City for over 75 years. He stated that the Good
Samaritans help and serve others through the Labor Day BBQ. Mr. Burrell continue to state that
the Labor Day BBQ is the primary funding source of the Good Samaritans. Mr. Burrell closed by
asking that the Council help the Good Samaritans keep the event going for years to come.

21) Luke Travis-Good Samaritans Labor Day BBQ:
Luke Travis introduced himself and stated that he attends Blue Ridge First Baptist. Mr. Travis
stated that he supports the Good Samaritans organization and stated that it is a great ministry.
Mr. Travis mentioned that some events and activities downtown interfere with Blue Ridge First
Baptist's Sunday service, for example the adventure race. He addressed his concern of what may
happen near the church on Sundays if the park is changed.

22) Roger Beck-Good Samaritans Labor Day BBQ:
Roger Beck was unable to attend the meeting.

23) Don Homer-Good Samaritans Labor Day BBQ:
Don Homer introduced himself and stated that he supports the Good Samaritans. Mr. Homer
stated that he would like to see the BBQ pit remain in its current location. He also addressed his
concern for the handicap parking downtown not being adequate.

Mayor Whitener stated that Mr. Homer concludes the public comment section of the meeting
and that the Council was about to adjourn the meeting but that if people wanted to stay and
discuss the master plan with the master plan team then there were more than welcome.

Page 7 of8



July 14, 2015 Blue Ridge City Council Minutes

City of Blue Ridge

480 West First Street • Blue Ridge, Georgia • (706) 632-2091

24) Adjournment:
Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was
seconded by Council Member Rhonda Thomas. The Council voted 5-0. Meeting adjourned.

~.
~ II=-C." \ A d. -:::---Mayor Donna Whitener

0epterotec~\dO\S
Approved
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