
and during the morning hours of 12:00 midnight until 10:00 a.m. of any day pursuant to the noise 

ordinance of the City and this ordinance, except as othenvise provided for under subparagraph 

(2) of this Section or such use or ignition is allo\ved pursuant to the issuance of a special use 

pen11it pursuant to Section 4 of this ordinance. 

(2) Not withstanding subparagraph (a){}) of this section. the use or 

ignition of any consumer fireworks or fire\vorks. vvithin the City is further allowed for additional 

hours \Vithout a special use pem1it as follows: 

(A) The use or ignition of any consumer fireworks or fireworks is 

allowed on January l, July 3, July 4, and December 31 of each year after the time of9:00 p.m. 

and up to and including the time of 11 :59 p.m. \\<ithout a special use pennit; and 

(B) The use or ignition of any consumer fireworks or fireworks. 

within the City is allowed on January l of each year for the additional rime of 12:00 midnight 

and up to and including the ending time of 1 :00 a.m. ·without a special use pem1it. 

(b) The right to use or ignite or cause to be igni1ed, any consumer firevvorks or 

fireworks, as provided herein, is further subject to any regulations and restrictions concerning the 

use of consumer fireworks due to a declaration of drought by the Georgia Governor. and with the 

municipal City limits being within the boundaries of the area covered by the drougJ1t declaration. 

The regulations and restrictions of the drought declaration shall not be effective on January l, 

July 3, July 4. or December 31 of any year. The drought regulations and restrictions shall also be 

rescinded upon the expiration or conclusion of the drought declaration. Any person that violates 

the drought regulations and restrictions by the use or ignition of consumer fireworks or fireworks 

\Vill also be subject to a violation of this ordinance, and subject to the penalties for violation of 

this ordinance as provided herein. 
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( c) It shall unimvful for any person, firm. corporation, association, or partnership 

to use or ignite or cause to be ignited any consumer fireworks or fireworks, within the City in 

violation ofO.C.G.A §§ 25-10-2 and 25-10-2.L and such violation sha11 be deemed to be a 

violation of this ordinance, besides being a violation of state law. 

Section 4. Prohibition of Consumer Fireworks or Fireworks in 
City Public Areas or the Use of Fireworks at a Time Not 
Authorized bv the General Law of the State of Georgia 
Except Pursuant to a Special Use Permit. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person, fim1. corporation, association, or 

partnership to offer for sale at retail or wholesale, to use or ignite or cause to be ignited, or to 

possess. manufacture. transport, or store any consumer fireworks or fireworks, on, upon. or 

above any City property, including but not limited to the public areas of the City including parks, 

or during the hours of 9:00 p.m. and up to and including the time of l i :59 p.m. on any day, 

except as provided herein and except as allovved by a special use permit issued by the City. 

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person. firm, corporation, association, or 

partnership to use or ignite or cause to be ignited any consumer fireworks on any day at a time 

not aHowed by the general Ia\v of the State of Georgia or this ordinance ,vithin the City, or upon 

any City public property, or both, unless such person, firm, corporation, association, or 

partnership is issued a special use pennit by the City Council for the use or ignition of consumer 

fireworks in such ways. The applicant for a special use pennit shaH use the application forms of 

the City for said permit, and shall designate the time or times and/or location thai such person, 

firm, corporation, association, or partnership desires to use or ignite or cause to be ignited such 

consumer fireworks or fireworks. The City Council shalt consider the application, and 

considering reasonable factors such as the time requested, the proposed location of the fireworks 

display, prior experience concerning the applicanl' s use of fireworks, the potential frx fires or 

7 

'--·····---·-·~·--- -----



\\liidfires, and other reasonable factors, and in its discretion based upon these factors grant or 

deny the issuance of a special use permit. If the spedal use permit is granted by the City 

Council, then the applicant shall pay a special use pennit fee of $100.00 to the City. If the 

application is denied, then the applicant shall have a right of appeal to the superior court of the 

applicable county pursuant to the procedtrres for the grant of a writ of certiorari by said court. 

The City of Blue Ridge. the City Council. and the agents of the City shall have no liability as to 

any decision made pursuant to this section. 

Section 5. Occupational Tax for a Licensed Distributor Operating 
a Pern1anent Consumer Fireworks Retail Sales Facility 
or Store in the Cib'. 

A licensed distributor opernting a pennanent consumer fireworks retail sales facility or 

store shall be entitled to receive a City occupational tax license for said facility or store upon 

making application for said license from the City pursuant to the City's procedure, and providing 

a copy of the license issued to the distributor and as to said permanent facility or store by the 

Georgia Safety Fire Commissioner or the judge of the probate court of the applicable county and 

as provided by general law·. The occupational tax license fee for said licensed distributor shall be 

assessed for said licensed distributor upon the same basis as other businesses, professions, or 

occupations tmder the City· s occupational tax ordinance. Any tennination, revocation, or 

suspension of the license issued by the Georgia Safety Fire Commissioner shall act to 

automatically in similar fashion terminate, revoke, or suspend the City occupational tax license 

issued to said licensed distributor. If the licensed distributor selling consumer fireworks from a 

permanent consumer fireworks retails sales facility or store is a part of a store having multiple 

store locations as provided vvithin O. C. G .A. § 25-10-51, tl1en any City occupational tax license 

issued for said store location shall be sufficient to authorize the sale or the offer for sale at retail 
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or \Vholesale any consumer fireworks or fireworks without having said store acquiring an 

additional occupational tax license from the City as to sale of consmner fireworks or 

fireworks. 

Section 6. License for a Temporarv Consumer Fireworks Retail 
Sales Stand. 

The City of Blue Ridge is hereby authorized to issue a temporary license (and which shall 

also serve as a temporary occupational tax license) for a temporary consumer fireworks retail 

sales stand or stands, provided that the City fire department, or the fire department that is legally 

authorized to operate within the City, determines that the te1nporary consumer fireworks retail 

sales stand meets the requirements of the general law of the State of Georgia, including but not 

limited to O.C.G.A. § 25-10-SJ(c)(l) and O.C.G.A. § 25-10.5.l(a)(l). In accordance with 

O.C.G.A. § 25-l 0-5.1 (c)(2). a temporary license shall also be granted in the event that the judge 

of the probate court of the applicable county detem1ines that such a temporary license should be 

issued due to an appeal of the decision by the applicable fire department. The application for the 

temporary consumer fireworks retail sales stand shall be submitted to the applicable fire 

department, and with a copy provided to tl1e administrative office of the City. Any temporary 

license issued shall identify the temporary consumer fireworks retail sales stand applicable to 

such license, and the temporary license shall expire on the next January 31 after the issu..1.nce of 

such license. The license fee for a distributor selling consm11er fireworks from a temporary 

consumer fireworks retail sales stand shall be $500.00 per location, payable to the governing 

authority of the City. The distributor shall provide a copy ofthe list of distributor's temporary 

consumer retail sales stands submitted to the safety fire commissioner to the applicable fire 

department and the administrative office of the City as a part ofthe temporary license 

app1ication. AH temporary licenses for a temporary consumer fireworks retail sales stand shall 
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only be issued to licensed distributors where tJ1e sales of consumer fire\vorks from at least one 

(out of hvo pem1itted) such temporary consumer fireworks retail sales stands shall accrue to the 

benefit of a nonprofit group as agreed between the licensed distributor and the participating 

nonprofit group. A nonprofit group benefitting from the sale of consumer fireworks pursuant to 

this provision shaU directly participate in operating the temporary conswner fireworks retail sales 

stand. The regulations of this ordinance applicable to the sale of consumer fireworks from 

temporary consumer fireworks retail sales stands shaH only be applicable until January 31, 2018. 

Section 7. Enforcement. 

(a) The City fire department, or any applicable fire department that operates 

within the City, is authorized to refer cases for enforcement as to violations of O.C.G.A. § 25· l 0-

5.l(c) to the State Fire Marshall. 

(b) AH fireworks or consumer fire\vorks manufactured, offered for sale, exposed 

for sale. stored, used, ignited or caused to be ignited in violation of this ordinance or state law, or 

both, are declared to be contraband (including fireworks in the possession of the violator but not 

yet used, ignited or caused to be ignited) and may be seized, taken, and removed. or caused to be 

removed and destroyed or disposed ot: by a sale with the proceeds of the sale to be used for 

public safety purposes, or destroyed at the expense of the O\vner thereof, or both, by any 

authorized law enforcement officer operating within the City of Blue Ridge. Any property 

declared as contraband pursuant to this ordinance shall be forfeited in accordance with the 

procedures set forth in Chapter 16 of Title 9 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated 

(0.C.G.A.). 

(c) Any law enforcement omcer of the City, or any law enforcement officer 

authorized to provide law enforcement :services within the City. shall be entitled to enforce the 
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provisions of this ordinance or state law. or both. relating to the use or igniting or causing to be 

ignited fireworks or consumer fireworks, or both. 

Section 8. Certain Devices Un]awful that Require a Flame for 
Propulsion or Lighting. 

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, corporation, association. or partnership to 

release or cause to be released any balloon, bag, parachute, or other similar device which 

requires fire underneath for propulsion or to release or cause to be released any floating water 

lantern or vvish lantern vvhich uses a flame to create a lighting effect in any pubJic waters within 

the City of Blue Ridge. 

Section 9. Penalties. 

Any person, firm, c0t1)oration. association, or partnership that knowingly violates the 

provisions of this ordinance may be punished by a fine, or imprisonment or both, up to the 

maximum penalties allowed under the City Charter for the City of Blue Ridge, or pursuant to 

state law. Each act in violation of this ordinance, including but not limited each sales 

transaction. shall be deemed to be a separate offense. and subject to the maximum penalties as 

provided herein. 

SECTION 2. REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES TO THE 
EXTENT OF THE CONFLICT. 

All parts of ordinances in conf1ict with the tenns of this ordinance are hereby repeaJed to 

the extent of the conflict, but it is hereby provided that any ordinance or Jaw which may be 

applicable hereto and aid in carrying out and making effective the intent purpose and provisions 

hereof~ is hereby adopted as a pm1 hereof and shall be legally construed to be in favor of 

upholding this ordinance on behalf of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia. 
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SECTION 3. SEVERABILITY. 

lf any paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause or phrase, or any portion of this 

ordinance should be declared invalid or unconstitutional by any Court of competent jurisdiction 

or if the provisions of any part of this ordinance as applied to any particular situation or set of 

circ1m1stances shall be declared invalid or unconstitutional. such invalidily shall not be construed 

to affect the provisions of this ordinance not so held to be invalid, or the application of this 

ordinance to other circumstances not so held to be invaHd. It .is hereby declared to be the intent 

of the City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia to provide for separate and divisible pru1s, 

and it does hereby adopt any and al! parts hereof as may not be held invalid for any reason. 

SECTION 4. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

The effective date of this ordinance sha!J be upon its passage by the City Council 

BLUE RIDGE CHY COUNCIL 

Co~i=n, 
--'------

Councilper n 

Council person 

Councilperson 
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Councilperson 

Attest: 

RDSl!!c/2881-165/W 185046 
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MEMORANDUM TO LA \V ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 
AS TO FIRE\VORKS REGULATIONS 

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide a bullet point summary as to when the law 
enforcement officers who can operate within the City can cite a person for a violation regarding 
the use, possession, or the igniting of fireworks under the new 20 I 6 state legislation and the new 
ordinance of the municipality regulating fireworks to the extent allowed by general state law. 

The lavv enforcement officers can issue a citation regarding the following: 

(1) For the sale of fire\vorks to any person under 18 years of age. [O.C.G.A. § 25-10-
2(b)(1) or under the ordinance ofthe .municipality]. 

(2) For the sale of fireworks to any person by any means other than as an in-person. 
face-to-face sale. [O.C.G.A. § 25-10-2(b)(2)]. 

(3) For using fireworks indoors or within the right-of-way of a public road. street. 
highway or railroad. [O.C.G.A. § 25-10-2(b)(3)(A) or under the ordinance of the municipality]. 

(4) For the use or the ignition of fireworks on any day between the hours of 12:00 
midnight and 10:00 a.m .. and from 9:00 p.m. until l J :59 p.m., except on January l, July 3, July 
4, and December 31, and then fireworks can be used until 11 :59 p.rn. and on January l of each 
year also during the time of 12:00 midnight and up to including the ending time of 1 :00 a.m. 
[O.C.G.A. § 25-10-2(b)(3)(B)]. 

a. If the person has a special use permit issued by the municipality to allow 
the use of fireworks at a time or place not generally allowed by state law, then the person can use 
fireworks ln accordance \Vith the special use pem1it and cannot be cited. [O.C.G.A. § 25-10-
2(b)(3)(D) or under the ordinance of the municipality]. 

(5) For a person using or igniting fireworks at a location not aUowed, and which 
includes the following: 

a. Any private premises where the owner of the premises has not consented 
to the use of fireworks: 

b. Upon any property of the municipality. including but not limited to the 
parks of the 1mmicipality (except as allowed by a special use permit); 

c. Within 100 yards of an electric plant, water treatment plant. wastewater 
treatment plant, a facility engaged in the retail sale of gasoline or other flammable or 
combustible liquids, any public or private electric substation, or a jail or prison. [O.C.G.A. § 25-
I0-2(b)(3)(C) or under the ordinance of the municipality]. 



d. Within any part, historic site, recreational area, or other property which is 
owned or operated by the State of Georgia or one of its departments or agencies, except as 
allowed by said department of agency. (O.C.G.A. § 25-10~2(b)(3)(C)l 

e. With 100 yards of a hospital, nursing home. OT other health care facility 
unless said facilities grant written permission or use or ignite fireworks on the property of such 
facility. [O.C.G.A. § 25-10-2(b)(3)(C) or m1der the ordinance of the municipality]. 

(6) Any person may be cited for using or igniting fireworks while under the influence 
of akohol or any drug or any combination of alcohol and any drug to be extent that it is less safe 
or unlawful for such person to ignite the firewmks. [O.C.G.A. § 25-l0-2(b)(3)(C) and/or 
0 .C. G.A. § 25-10-2. l or under the ordinance of the municipality]. 

(7) For any person younger than 18 years of age that is using or jgniting fireworks, or 
who possesses, is manufacturing, transporting. or storing fireworks. [O.C.G.A. § 25-10-
2(b )( 4)(A) or under the ordinance of the municipality]. 

a. ff the minor is 16 or l 7 years of age and is serving as an assistant to a 
licensed distributor, then the minor cannot be cited for a violation so long as the minor is not 
transporting fireworks on a highway that is a part of the United States Interstate System. 
[O.C.G.A. § 25-10-2(b)(4)(B) or under the ordinance of the municipality], 

(8) For a person under 18 years of age seHing or offering to sell at retail or wholesale 
any fireworks. [0.C.G.A. § 25-l0-2(b)(S)(A) or under the ordinance of the 1nunicipality]. 

a. An exception is if a person is 16 or 17 and working as an assistant to a 
licensed distributor. [O.C.G.A. § 25-10-2(b)(5)(B)]. 

(9) As to any person selling consun1er fireworks that is not a licensed distributor 
selling fireworks from a permanent consumer fireworks retail sales facility or from a temporary 
consumer fireworks retail sales stand. [0.C.G.A. § 25-10-2(b)(6)(A) and (B)]. 

a. As to a temporary consumer fireworks retail sales stand. as to a second 
such stand of a distributor. the distributor must indicate tlrnt at least one of the stands has 
members of a non-profit group participating the operation of said stand. or be cited. {0.C.G.A. § 
25·10-2(b)(6)(B) and O.C.G.A. § 25-W·5.l(c)(l) or under the ordinance of the municipality]. 
Also note that as a permanent stand or a temporary stand, or both, fireworks cannot be sold from 
a tent. canopy oT membrane strncture. 

b. Note that as to both the permanent consmner fireworks retail sales facility 
or store and as to a temporary consumer fireworks retail sales stand. the licensed distributor 
should have a state license, and for the tempormy stand also a local license. to allow the sale of 
fireworks and which should be able to be provided to the investigating offi.cer. 

(] 0) All fireworks manufactured, offered for sale, exposed for sale, or stored in 
violation of state law or ordinance are contraband and may be seized. taken, and removed, or 
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caused to be removed and destroyed at the expense of the owner by local law enforcement 
officers, Of course, the disposition of the comraband would have to wait until a determination of 
a court of appropriate jurisdiction that the fireworks are in fact contraband. (O.C.G.A. § 25-10-6 
or under the ordinance of the municipality). Any property declared as contraband can only be 
forfeited in accordance with the procedures set forth in Chapter l 6 of Title 9 of the Official Code 
of Georgian Annotated. [O.C.G.A. § 25-10-6 or under the ordinance of the municipality]. 

(1 l) A person may be cited for the release of any baHoon, bag, parachute, or other 
similar device which requires fire underneath for propulsion or to release or cause to be released 
any floating water lantern or wish lantern which uses a flame to create a lighting effect in any 
public waters located \\'lthin the munkipality. [O.C.G.A. § 25-10-10 or under the ordinance of 
the municipality]. 

The 2016 state legislation has clarified the legal use of fireworks. Therefore, I think that 
the most common situations that law enforcement officers ,.,@ nm into and should consider 
citing for fireworks would be the following: 

a. Minors (persons under the age of 18) using, selling, transporting, or 
possessing fireworks will probably be a common citation; 

b. The use or ignition of fireworks after 9:00 p.m. until 11 :59 p.m. on n1ost 
days is also a valid citation, unless person using or igniting the fireworks has a special use 
permit from the municipality. On July 3~ July 4 and December 31, fireworks can also be used 
until l l :59 p.m., and on January I besides these additional hours, fireworks can also be used in 
addition from 12:00 midnight until 1:00 am.; 

c. A person can be cited for the use of fireworks on someone's private 
property where they do not have permission to do so, and may be cited for the use of fire·works 
on public prope11y, including the public streets and the public parks of the municipality. Any use 
of fireworks upon the public property of the municipality violates the ordinance of the 
mur1icipality tmless the person has a special use permit issued by the municipality that allows the 
person to use fireworks on public property. 

lfyou have further questions, I will be glad to provide advice as to the 2016 state 
legislation and the new ordinance of the municipality. 

RDS/Heil 825-269/Wl 84967 
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PASSED 

AN ORDINANCE NO. ::.::__2-=...:...::_,.C3~ 02(() 

AN ORI)INANCE AMENDING THE ZONING M,AP OF THE CITY OF 
BLUE RIDGE, GEORGIA, BY REZONING ONE TRACT OR PARCEL 
OF LAND WITHIN THE CITY OF BLUE RIDGE, UEING TAX PARCEL 
NUMBERS BR02 261, BR02 204, BR02 270A AND BR02 205A UWNED BY 
THE LOUISE L. STILES EST ATE, BY AND THROUGH ITS 
EXECUTOR, ROGER H. STILES AND BEING APPROXIMATELY 14.27 
ACRES, MORE OR LESS, AS MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED ON 
THE PLAT AND LEGAL DESCRIPTION WHICH ARE ATTACHED 
HERETO Al~, WHICH ARE INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE INTO 
THIS ORDINANCE, AND REZONING THE PROPERTY FROM A 
GENERAL COMERCIAL (C-2) DISTRICT TO HIGH DENSITY 
RESIDENTIAL (R-3) DISTRICT, WITHOUT CONDITIONS; 
REPEALING CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO PROVIDE FOR 
SEVERABILITY; TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES. 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of Blue Ridge, Georgia as follows: 

SECTION l. ZONING IMPOSED \VITHOUT CONDITIONS. 

(a) Tl1at from and after the passage of this ordinance the following described parcel 

2 20\\p 

within the City of Blue Ridge shaU be zoned and so designated on the zoning map of the City of 

Blue Ridge as a High Density Residentiai (R-3) District. being designed as tax parcels BR02 

261, BR02 204, BR02 270A and BR02 205A and currently mvned by the Louise L. Stiles Estate. 

by and through its executor. Roger H. Stiles, and being approxixnate!y 14.27 acres, with the 

fol10\\-1ng conditions: 

Conditions; 

(1) None. 



Legal Description; 

(b) The legal description of the above-referenced property, ,Nhich is being rezoned from 

a General Commercial (C-2) District to a High Density Residential (R-3) District is as follows: 

AH that tract or parcel of land being approximately 14.27 acres, and lying and being 

within the City of Blue Ridge, Fannin County. Georgia, and owned by the Louise L. Stiles 

Estate, by and through its executor, Roger H. Stiles, and more particularly described on the legal 

description and plat which are attached hereto, and incorporated by reference hereof, into this 

legal description. 

SECTION 2. REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES. 

AH ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed to the 

extent ofthe conflict. 

SECTION 3. SEVERABILTTY OF PARAGRAPHS. 

If any portion of this ordinance shall be invalid or unconstitutional, such invalidity or 

unconstitutionality shall not effect or impair the remaining portions unless it clearly appears that 

other parts are wholly and necessarily dependent upon the part held to be invalid or 

unconstitutional. 

SECTlON 4. AMENDMENT TO THE ZONlNG MAP. 

This ordinance is enacted as an an1endment to the zoning map of the City of Blue Ridge. 

SECTION 5. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

The effective date of the zoning classification imposed by this ordinance shall be on the 

date the zoning classification is approved by the City of Blue Ridge, by and through its City 

Council. 



SO ORDAINED this z__ day of ~I.XS,..\- , 2016. 

BLUE RIDGE CITY COUNCIL 

Councilperson 

/i41 {p 
Councilpersorl v 

C01fucilperson 

Councilperson 

Councilperson 

Attest: 

RDSillc/288l!W1 873 l l 



August 9, 2016 Blue Ridge City Council Minutes 

City of Blue Ridge 

480 West First Street • Blue Ridge, Georgia • (706) 632-2091 

Present: Mayor Donna Whitener 

City of Blue Ridge 

Council Meeting Minutes 

City Hall 

480 West First Street 

August 9, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. 

Council Members Angie Arp, Harold Herndon, 

Rodney Kendall, Bruce Pack and Rhonda Thomas 

City Clerk Kelsey Ledford 

City Attorney David Syfan 

1) Call Meeting to Order: 

Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to call the meeting to order. The motion was 

seconded by Council Member Bruce Pack. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 

2) Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance: 

Lydia Long with Awake America offered a word of prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. Long then invited all in attendance to the annual 9-11 memorial to take place at 11:45 a.m. 

on September 10, 2016 at the Fannin County High School Performing Arts Center. 

3) Council Meeting Rules of Procedures: 

Mayor Whitener announced that the Rules of Procedures were available at the Council desk. 

4) Approval of Minutes: 

a) Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to approve the July 12, 2016 at 4:30 p.m. 

Special Called Council Meeting Minutes (includes Executive Session Minutes). The motion 

was seconded by Council Member Angie Arp. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 

b) Council Member Angie Arp made a motion to approve the July 12, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. Special 

Called Council Meeting Minutes. The motion was seconded by Council Member Bruce Pack. 

The council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 

5) Presentation of Annual Financial Statements by Auditor-Tade Jo Bracken: 

The City Auditor Tacie Jo Bracken reviewed the Financial Statements with the Mayor and Council 

then explained the Report on Internal Control and Compliance. 

6) FY2016 Second Quarter Budget Amendment-Alicia Stewart: 

Finance Director Alicia Stewart explained the reason for needing a budget amendment. She 

explained that the purchase of the tag reader required a budget amendment, that legal 

expenses for the zoning department increased which required a budget amendment and that 
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August 9, 2016 Blue Ridge City Council Minutes 

City of Blue Ridge 

480 West First Street • Blue Ridge, Georgia • (706) 632-2091 

the shop department was separated for the general fund which required a budget amendment. 

Council Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to approve the FY2016 Second Quarter Budget 

Amendment (attached). The motion was seconded by Council Member Rodney Kendall. The 

Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 

7) Fannin County and Joint Cities Comprehensive Plan: 

Mayor Whitener instructed the Council to make a wish list for the Comprehensive Plan. She 

announced that she had a meeting scheduled at the Courthouse on August 19, 2016 at 1:00 p.m. 

and asked the Council to attend. 

8) Planning Commission Recommendation-Zoning Text Amendment: 

Mayor Whitener read the Planning Commission's Recommendation in regards to Ada Street, 

LLC's request to rezone a tract of property located on Ada Street from R-2 to C-2 (attached). 

Attorney David Syfan explained the status of Ada Street, LLC's first request to rezone said 

property. He then asked for additional time. Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to 

allow additional time. The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Thomas. The 

Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. Attorney David Syfan gave a description of the property and 

explained the difficulty of the Council deciding what the best use for the property is. He then 

gave the Council some recommendations and explained each. Attorney Syfan asked the Council 

to consider the Zoning Ordinance text amendment that he prepared (attached). Steve Oyer, a 

representative of Ada Street, LLC requested a copy of the text amendment. Attorney Syfan gave 

Mr. Oyer a copy of the text amendment and then proceeded to review the text amendment 

with the Council. After Attorney Syfan finished reviewing the text amendment he asked if there 

were any questions. Mayor Whitener asked if there was a piece of property that could meet the 

requirements discussed. He replied that he knew of a least one property which is located on Ada 

Street. Mayor Whitener stated that it was not really her question and asked if he knew of 

another city that has done this type of requirements. He replied that he was not familiar with 

every zoning ordinance in the state of Georgia. After a brief discussion, Mayor Whitener asked if 

there was a motion. Council Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to approve the original 

request to rezone the property to C-2. Mayor Whitener asked for a second. Motion dies for a 

lack of a second. Steve Oyer and Brenda Battaglia, both representatives of Ada Street, LLC made 

comments from the audience. Mr. Oyer stated that the request to rezone the property to C-2 

was made under a constitutional challenge, it has now been turned down so that constitutional 

challenge goes into effect and it will go to court. Ms. Battaglia stated that she wanted it to be on 

record that the Planning Commission recommended their request to rezone the property to C-2 

the first time and now they have denied the request to rezone. Mayor Whitener explained that 
it is on record in the minutes. Attorney David Syfan then stated that his recommendation is for 

three motions, 1) rezone the Ada Street, LLC property from R-2 to C-1, 2) approve the 

recommended text amendment to go to the Planning Commission and for the normal zoning 

procedure to be followed, and 3) to set the maximum number of units that is reasonable. 

Council Members Angie Arp and Rhonda Thomas discussed the Planning Commission's 
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City of Blue Ridge 

480 West First Street • Blue Ridge, Georgia • (706) 632-2091 

recommendations. Mayor Whitener interrupted and asked for a motion. Council Member 

Rodney Kendall made a motion to rezone the property to C-1. The motion was seconded by 

Council Member Angie Arp. The Council voted 4-1 with Council Member Rhonda Thomas 

opposed. Council Member Angie Arp made a motion to send the proposed text amendment to 

the C-1 zoning district be sent to the Planning Commission to go through the normal zoning 

procedures and for the maximum number of units per acre be set to 10. Zoning Administrator 

Roy Parsons clarified that he did not believe that the Planning Commission had recommended 

that the property be rezoned to C-1 but that the Council could very well do so. The Commission 

did recommend that the Council consider a text amendment. The motion for the proposed text 

amendment was then seconded by Council Member Rodney Kendall. The Council voted 3-2 with 

Council Members Rhonda Thomas and Harold Herndon opposed. Motion carried. There was a 

brief discussion. Council Member Harold Herndon asked a few questions and the Council 

discussed them. Council Member Angie Arp then restated her previous motion. The motion was 

seconded by Council Member Rodney Kendall. The Council voted 4-1 with Council Member 

Rhonda Thomas opposed. Motion carried. 

9) Renewal of LifeForce/AirMedCare Contract for Membership: 

Council Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to approve the renewal contract with 

LifeForce/AirMedCare including the special stipulations. The motion was seconded by Council 

Member Bruce Pack. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 

10) Fannin County Chamber of Commerce Map/Advertisement for the City of Blue Ridge: 

Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to approve the City's participation in the 

Chamber's map. The motion included approving the $900.00 invoice from Total Marketing and 

for the funds to come from the Hotel Motel Restricted Tax Fund. The motion was seconded by 

Council Member Angie Arp. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. The $900.00 will be sent to 

the Chamber for disbursement. (Agreement is attached). 

11) Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control Ordinance Amendment (First Reading): 

Mayor Whitener read the first paragraph of the Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control 

Ordinance Amendment. Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to approve the first 

reading of the Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control Ordinance Amendment. The motion was 

seconded by Council Member Rhonda Thomas. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 

12) TE Project Streetscape Phase IV, Keck & Wood, Inc. Proposal for Professional Engineering 

Services: 

Council Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to approve the proposed professional 

engineering contract along with the special stipulations from Keck & Wood, Inc. (attached), 

upon final approval of the City Attorney. The motion was seconded by Council Member Rodney 

Kendall. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 
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13) School Resource Officer Program Intergovernmental Agreement: 

Mayor Whitener asked a few members of the audience to speak. Shannon Miller, principal of 

Blue Ridge Elementary School (BRES), spoke about safety at the school and how the resource 

officer program contributes a great deal to the children's safety at BRES, including custody 

issues, parent pick up/drop off, bus drop off, etc. She continued to explain the positive influence 

a resource officer brings to society as the children become familiar with police officers on a daily 

basis. Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to approve additional time. The motion 

was seconded by Council Member Angie Arp. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. Resource 

Officer, Tracy Summers spoke about how is hopes to positively influence the children at Blue 

Ridge Elementary school by being a friendly face around campus. 

14) Hotel/Motel Tax-Restricted: 

Council Member Angie Arp made a motion to approve giving the Chamber all of the Restricted 

Hotel/Motel Tax funds and to allow them to disburse the funds at their discretion. The motion 

was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Thomas. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. City 

Attorney David Syfan mentioned that the City will need to approve a contract with the Chamber. 

15) Water Licensing: 

Council Member Rodney Kendall explained that two employees just obtained their water 

distribution licenses and further explained the studying that goes into trying to pass the state 

test for this type of license. Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to give the two 

employees, Chad Clemmons and William Long, who obtained their water distribution licenses a 

$1.00/hour raise. The motion was seconded by Council Member Bruce Pack. The Council voted 

5-0. Motion carried. 

16) Ballfield: 

Mayor Whitener explained some needed work that has been done at the park for the High 

School's softball field. The principal, Erik Cioffi and assistant principal, Scott Ramsey were 

present to explain the work that has been completed and ask for reimbursement. Council 

Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to allow additional time. The motion was seconded by 

Council Member Bruce Pack. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. Mr. Cioffi and Mr. Ramsey 

explained that the High School had already completed and paid for netting and fencing at the 

ballfield in the amount of $8,048.00. They explained that additional fencing would need to be 

completed in the amount of $6,200.00. There was additional discussion about operations at the 

park. For example, who would run the concession stand during the High School's games, the 

locking of the field and security of the field. Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to 

reimburse the school in the amount of $3,798.00 for fencing. The motion was seconded by 

Council Member Rhonda Thomas. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. Council Member 

Rhonda Thomas made a motion to reimburse the school or pay the invoice to Appalachian 

Fence LLC in the amount of $6,200.00. The motion was seconded by Council Member Bruce 

Pack. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. Council Member Angie Arp made a motion to 
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reimburse the school in the amount of $3,800.00 and $450.00 for netting at the ballfield. The 

motion was seconded by Council Member Bruce Pack. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 

Invoices are attached. Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to allow the Board of 

Education to find someone to run the concession stand in conjunction with Mayor Whitener. 

The motion was seconded by Council Member Bruce Pack. The Council voted 5-0. Motion 

carried. 

17) Mayor Reports: 

Mayor Whitener announced a Water Authority meeting to occur on August 19, 2016. She stated 
that the Water Treatment Plant was coming along and asked the Council to visit the 

construction site. She stated that EPA and EPD is wanting the City to monitor the temperature of 

the streams near the Waste Water Treatment Plant and asked permission to contact 

representatives and ask that the City not have to take on the expense. The Council gave her 

permission to contact EPA and EPD. 

18) Georgia Environmental Protection Division Invoice No. DW-2016-003293: 

Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to approve Invoice No. DW-2016-003293 from 

the Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD) in the amount of $7,470.00 (attached). The 

motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Thomas. The Council voted 5-0. Motion 

carried. 

19) Dwight Oliver Electrical Contractor. Inc. Invoice No. 3939: 

Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to approve the Dwight Oliver Electrical 

Contractor, Inc. Invoice No. 3939 in the amount of $4,263.80 (attached). The motion was 

seconded by Council Member Rhonda Thomas. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 

20) Leak Detection and MatchPoint Quotes No. 89 Approval: 

The Council was presented a copy of MatchPoint's Quote No. 89 for leak detection services in 

the amount of $7,000.00 (attached). Mayor Whitener discussed the need for leak detection. 

Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to approve MatchPoint's Quote No. 89 in the 

amount of $7,000.00. The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Thomas. The 

Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 

21) Cesar Martinez-The Blue Ridge Business Association: 

Cesar Martinez was present representing the Blue Ridge Business Association. He questioned 

about whether or not the City had a proposed schedule for the East Main Street Project. The 

Mayor and Council explained that the schedule was still being worked on by the engineer. Mr. 

Martinez then handed the Mayor and Council a construction newsletter from Minnesota where 

he owns property (attached). He explained that the engineer and contractor distribute these 

newsletters monthly and asked if the City could implement doing something similar with the 

East Main Street Project. The allotted five minute time limit expired. Council Member Rodney 
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Kendall made a motion to allow additional time. The motion was seconded by Council Member 

Bruce Pack. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. Mayor Whitener then asked Mr. Martinez if 

the Business Association could help with the trash issue that the City has been experiencing 

downtown. 

22) Joe Webb-Blue Ridge Community Theater Sign Request and SPLOST: 

Joe Webb was not present. 

23) Bill Ryan-Storm Water: 

Bill Ryan questioned if there was a change of engineers assigned to the storm water 

improvements and asked for an update on the storm water improvements. Council Member 

Angie Arp explained that Carter & Sloope were the engineers assigned to the improvements and 

that the City is just determining funding. 

24) Daniel Rice-Eagle Scout Project (Near the Mineral Springs Trail)*2 Minutes*: 

Daniel Rice explained to the Mayor and Council that as part of his Eagle Scout Project he would 

like to connect the City's Mineral Springs Trail to the Mineral Springs Center. The allotted two 

minutes expired. Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to approve Mr. Rice's request 

under the stipulation that he would work under the supervision of Zoning Administrator Roy 

Parsons. The motion was seconded by Council Member Bruce Pack. The Council voted 5-0. 

Motion carried. 

25) Lydia Long-9/11 Prayer and Memorial Service*2 Minutes*: 

Lydia Long spoke earlier in the meeting. 

26) Executive Session-Personnel: 

Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to close the meeting for an executive session. 

The motion was seconded by Council Member Bruce Pack. The Council voted 5-0. Motion 

carried. 

Brian Pritchard with FetchYourNews stood up and asked the Council about the zoning motions 

that were made previously in the meeting. Council Member Rodney Kendall answered. Citizens 

of Broadview Cove asked to speak. Mayor Whitener stated that they did not sign up prior to the 

meeting. Therefore, it was decided that they would come back at the next regularly scheduled 

Council Meeting to speak. 

Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to open the meeting from executive session. 

The motion was seconded by Council Member Angie Arp. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 

Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to change employee Jared Wood's 

employment status from part time to full time and to allow his probation to count as time 
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served. The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Thomas. The Council voted 5-0. 
Motion carried. Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to have Chief Johnny Scearce 

bring his part time pool positions before the Council for employment approval. The motion was 

seconded by Council Member Rhonda Thomas. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 

27) Adjournment: 

Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was 

seconded by Council Member Bruce Pack. The Council voted 5-0. Meeting adjourned at 8:33 
p.m. 

<!?a£.,, ~Is.= :::. 
Mayor Pro Tempo~ ~y Kendall 

Approved 
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9) Adjournment: 

Council Member Angie Arp made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded 

by Council Member Bruce Pack. The Council voted 4-0. Meeting adjourned at 11:15 a.m. 

Appr ved 
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approved payment. The motion was seconded by Council Member Angie Arp. The Council voted 

4-0. Motion carried. 

17) Cesar Martinez-The Blue Ridge Business Association: 

Cesar Martinez addressed his concerns with signing the temporary construction easement for 

the East Main Street project. This easement was given to all property owners on East Main 

Street. City Clerk Kelsey Ledford explained that she would schedule a meeting with the City 

Engineer Matt Smith and that Mr. Martinez would be invited. The allotted five minute time limit 
expired. Council Member Angie Arp made a motion to allow an additional two minutes. The 

motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Thomas. The Council vote 4-0. Motion 

carried. Mr. Martinez proceeded to discuss Light Up Blue Ridge and Safe Zone. The time limit 

expired. Mayor Pro Tern Rodney Kendall agreed to meet with Mr. Martinez and discuss both 

events. 

18) Executive Session-Personnel: 

Council Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to close the meeting for an executive session. 

The motion was seconded by Council Member Angie Arp. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. 

Council Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to open the meeting back up. The motion was 

seconded by Council Member Angie Arp. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. Council 

Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to hire Alex Deyton as a full-time Police Officer. The 

motion was seconded by Council Member Angie Arp. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. 

Council Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to hire William Brackett, Justin Alexander and 

Peter Kusek as part-time Police Officers. The motion was seconded by Council Member Harold 

Herndon. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. Council Member Rhonda Thomas made a 

motion to promote employee Kim Keenan to the Assistant Park Supervisor position while 

remaining Mapping Clerk. The motion included Ms. Keenan having a $13.00/hour pay rate. The 

motion was seconded by Council Member Angie Arp. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. 

Council Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to remove Vance Allen from his probationary 

period and give him a $1.50/hour raise to bring him to the current pay scale. The motion was 

seconded by Council Member Angie Arp. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. 

19) Adjournment: 
Council Member Harold Herndon made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was 

seconded by Council Member Angie Arp. The Council voted 4-0. Meeting adjourned. 

Approved 

Page 5 of 5 













































































































































































November 8, 2016 Blue Ridge City Council Minutes 

City of Blue Ridge 

480 West First Street • Blue Ridge, Georgia • (706) 632-2091 

21) Adjournment: 

Council Member Rhonda Thomas made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was 

seconded by Council Member Bruce Pack. The Council voted 5-0. Meeting adjourned. 

])aembu 13. 2 o I VJ 
Approved 
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7) Adjournment : 

Council Member Rodney Kendall made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was 

seconded by Council Member Bruce Pack. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried . 

Mayor Donna Whitener 

Approved 

-.... 
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