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City of Blue Ridge 
Council Meeting Minutes 

City Hall 
480 West First Street 

January 9, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Present: 
Mayor Donna Whitener 
Council Members Robbie Cornelius,  
Nathan Fitts, Kenneth Gaddis,  
Rhonda Haight and Harold Herndon 
City Clerk Kelsey Ledford 
City Attorney James Balli 

 
1) Welcome from Mayor Donna Whitener: 

Mayor Donna Whitener thanked all those who attended the City Council Meeting. 
 

2)   Introduction of Matthew Colbert and Pastor Asa Dockery: 

 Mayor Donna Whitener introduced Matthew Colbert, who blew a shofar, and Pastor Asa 
Dockery, who offered a word of prayer. The Pledge of Allegiance followed.  
 

3) City Clerk to Call Meeting to Order: 
City Clerk Kelsey Ledford thanked those in attendance, briefly spoke to the Mayor and Council, 
called the meeting to order, and then welcomed the elected officials’ loved ones to join them in 
standing at the Council desk.  
 

4) Oaths of Office for Mayor and Council Members: 
City Clerk Kelsey Ledford administered the Oath of Office, first, to Mayor Donna Whitener then 
to the Council collectively. After the Oaths of Office were administered, City Clerk Kelsey Ledford 
introduced the Mayor and Council to the citizens. The meeting was then turned over to Mayor 
Whitener to preside. A copy of signed Oaths are attached. 
 

5) Council Meeting Rules of Procedures: 
Mayor Whitener announced that a copy of the rules of procedures were available at the Council 
desk.  
 

6)  Approval of Minutes: 
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the December 12, 2017 Council 
Meeting Minutes. The motion was seconded by Council Member Harold Herndon. The Council 
voted 5-0. Motion carried. 

Kelsey
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7) Mayor Pro Tempore Appointment: 
Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to appoint Council Member Rhonda Haight as 
Mayor Pro Tempore. The motion was seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The 
Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

8)  City Council Appointments: 
a. Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to appoint James Balli as City Attorney. The 

motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. Council Member Harold Herndon 
then asked for discussion. Herndon asked about the attorney’s rate. Mayor Whitener then 
proceeded to state that it is $175.00/hour with no retainer. The Council voted 4-1 with 
Council Member Harold Herndon opposed. Motion carried. 

b. Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to reappoint Kelsey Ledford as City Clerk. 
The motion was seconded by Council Member Harold Herndon. The Council voted 5-0. 
Motion carried.  

c. Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to reappoint Alicia Stewart as City 
Treasurer. The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 5-
0. Motion carried.  

d. Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to reappoint Robert Sneed as Municipal 
Court Judge. The motion was seconded by Council Member Harold Herndon. The Council 
voted 5-0. Motion carried.  

e. Mayor Whitener asked the City Attorney to sit at the Council desk. City Attorney James Balli 
stated that under the City Charter, since the City is under a new Mayor and Council, a Chief 
of Police is to be appointed. He continued to state that the Mayor and Council had two 
options: 1) nominate and appoint a permanent police chief or 2) pass a motion to allow 
someone to act as interim chief until a permanent police chief is appointed. Mr. Balli 
continued to state that if the Mayor and Council did neither of his recommendations, then 
the position would be left vacant. Mayor Whitener asked if the position could be left vacant. 
Mr. Balli did not recommend the position be left vacant. Council Member Kenneth Gaddis 
made a motion that until the Mayor appoints and the Council confirms a permanent police 
chief that the pervious chief Johnny Scearce be allowed to fulfill the duties of police chief on 
an interim basis. The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. Council 
Member Harold Herndon asked for clarification on the motion and asked if Johnny Scearce 
would remain police chief in the interim. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

9) Prosecuting Attorney of the Court Appointment: 
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to reappoint Joseph Hudson as Prosecuting 
Attorney of the Court. The motion was seconded by Council Member Harold Herndon. The 
Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
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10) City Auditor Appointment: 
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to appoint Welch, Walker and Associates as the 
City Auditor. Welch, Walker and Associates have completed previous years’ audits. The motion 
was seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

11) Zoning & Land Development (Permits & Inspections): 
Council Member Rhonda Haight mentioned Mr. David Goodspeed’s proposal and the need for 
an individual in this department. She stated that many of the Council have spoken with Mr. 
Goodspeed. Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to enter into an agreement with 
Mr. Goodspeed, with an hourly schedule and a rate of $100.00 per hour, working no more than 
16 (sixteen) hours per week. She added that the hours he worked and the need for him would 
be contingent upon building permits. Council Member Nathan Fitts asked for a time of 
discussion. He clarified that he would like to see a schedule in regards to the public knowing 
when Mr. Goodspeed would be in the office. Mr. Goodspeed then joined the conversation and 
said that he would make himself available to the City anytime. The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

12) Hazard & On-Call Policy Revisions: 
Mayor Donna Whitener read the proposed policy revisions. Council Member Rhonda Haight 
made a motion to approve the revisions to the Hazard and On-Call Policies (the policies are 
attached). The motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 5-
0. Motion carried.  
 

13)  FY2016 CDBG Contractor Award: 
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve The Renee Group, Inc. with a 
contract amount of $505,719.80 for the FY2016 CDBG project. The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 4-0 with Council Member Robbie Cornelius 
abstaining. Motion carried.  
 

14) Staurolite: 
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the terms set forth in the letter sent 
to the City from the Staurolite Mountain Subdivision Homeowners’ Association (attached). 
The motion was seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 4-0, with 
Council Member Nathan Fitts abstaining. Motion carried.  
 
 

15) Old Temple Baptist Church Parking: 
Council Member Rhonda Haight discussed a proposed parking agreement between the City and 
Blue Ridge Hotel LLC. The proposed property is located at 50 West Main Street and was formerly 
known as Old Temple Baptist Church. Council Member Rhonda Haight stated the terms that the 
property owner had proposed. There being no objections to the terms, Council Member Rhonda 
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Haight made a motion to enter into a lease agreement (attached) with Blue Ridge Hotel LLC 
contingent upon final approval of the City Attorney. The motion was seconded by Council 
Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

16) ETC Quote for Police Department Equipment (to be reimbursed by grant): 
The Mayor and Council were presented with a quote for Police Department Equipment from ETC 
in the amount of $14,918.84, to be reimbursed to the City by the Georgia Association of Chiefs 
of Police Grant. Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the quote. The motion 
was seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

17) Dwight Oliver Electrical Contractor, Inc. Invoice No. 4232: 
The Mayor and Council were presented with invoice no. 4232 from Dwight Oliver 
Electrical Contractor, Inc. in the amount of $4,550.37. Council Member Rhonda Haight 
made a motion to approve the invoice. The motion was seconded by Council Member 
Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

18) Bioconversion Purchase of Polymer Drums (P.O. 28394): 
The Mayor and Council were presented with an annual P.O. numbered 28394 for 
polymer drums from Bioconversion in the amount of $15,000.00. Council Member 
Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the P.O. The motion was seconded by Council 
Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

19) Heavy Constructors, Inc. Invoice No. CBR #14143: 
The Mayor and Council were presented with invoice no. CBR#14143 from heavy 
Constructors, Inc. in the amount of $43,976.69. Mayor Whitener discussed the invoice. 
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the invoice. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

20) Backhoe Purchase: 
The Mayor and Council were presented with a quote from Yancey Brothers for a 
backhoe in the amount of $65,526.00. The backhoe is to be used in the water 
department and the City is currently seeking a grant/loan from USDA for this purchase. 
The City has not yet received final approval. Council Member Nathan Fitts made a 
motion to proceed with the purchase from Yancey Brothers in the hopes that the City 
will potentially be reimbursed by the grant. The motion was seconded by Council 
Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
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21) Carter & Sloope Invoice No. 22548: 
The Mayor and Council were presented with invoice no. 22548 from Carter & Sloope in 
the amount of $15,361.25. Council Member Nathan Fitts requested more details on 
their invoices moving forward. Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to 
approve the invoice. The motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. 
The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

22) Carter & Sloope Invoice No. 22557: 
The Mayor and Council were presented with invoice no. 22557 from Carter & Sloope in 
the amount of $32,034.75. Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve 
the invoice. The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council 
voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

23) Mountain Regional Library System: 
The Mayor and Council were presented a statement from the Mountain Regional Library 
System in the amount of $5,450.00. Mayor Whitener explained the quarterly statements 
to the new members of the Council. Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to 
approve the statement. The motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. 
The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

24) Chastain Street: 
Mayor Whitener stated that Chastain Street is a City Street that never got opened and 
that new development has sparked the need to develop the street and open it. She 
mentioned that she would have a survey completed and flags would be put up for the 
Council to review prior to making a final decision on opening the street. 
 

25) Cesar Martinez—The Blue Ridge Business Association: 
Cesar Martinez gave updates on a number of events and questioned the status of the 
restrooms. The Mayor and Council gave an update on the restrooms. Council Member 
Kenneth Gaddis made a statement about Light Up Blue Ridge enjoyment and asked if 
the school system can be more involved with this event.  
 

26) Executive Session—Personnel: 
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to close the meeting for an executive 
session for the purpose of discussing personnel matters. The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  After a period of 
time, the Mayor and Council came back to the lobby. Council Member Rhonda Haight 
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made a motion to open the meeting back up to the public. The motion was seconded by 

Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. Council Member 

Rhonda Haight stated that during the Executive Session, the possibility of having 

positions for City Administrator and Utility Supervisor were discussed. No decision was 

made at this time. 

27) Adjournment: 

Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was 

seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 

~\~ 
Mayor Donna Whitener 

ffilt!OxcJ !3. 2o1B 
Approved 
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City of Blue Ridge 
Special Called Council Meeting Minutes 

City Hall 
480 West First Street 

January 25, 2018 at 1:00 p.m. 
 

Present: Mayor Donna Whitener 
Council Members Robbie Cornelius,  
Nathan Fitts, Kenneth Gaddis,  
Rhonda Haight and Harold Herndon 
City Clerk Kelsey Ledford 
City Attorney James Balli  
 
 

1) Call Meeting to Order: 
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to call the meeting to order. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

2) Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance: 
Council Member Robbie Cornelius offered a word of prayer followed by Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

3) Council Meeting Rules of Procedures (to be presented at each meeting by the City Clerk): 
Mayor Donna Whitener announced that the rules of procedures were available at the Council 
desk or a copy could be obtained from City Clerk Kelsey Ledford.  
 

4) Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting (if minutes are completed and available): 
None to approve.  
 

5) Alcohol Ordinance Amendment (First Reading): 
Council Member Rhonda Haight explained that the changes there were being made were as 
follows: 1) employee permits would be renewed each year, 2) Council Member conflict of 
interest restrictions removed, and 3) removing the prohibition on drink specials. She also read 
the first paragraph of the proposed ordinance amendment. Council Member Rhonda Haight 
made a motion to approve the first reading. The motion was seconded by Council Member 
Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 4-0, with Council Member Nathan Fitts abstaining. Motion 
carried.  
 

6) Trackside Lane (change order): 
The Mayor and Council were presented with a change order, from Johnson Paving in the 
amount of $15,580.00, for the road repair on Trackside Lane (see attached). Council Member 

Kelsey
Sticky Note
January 25, 2018 Special Called Council Meeting Minutes
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Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the change order, quote 5789. The motion was 

seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 

7) Executive Session (if needed)-Personnel : 

Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to close the meeting for an executive session for 

the purpose of discussing personnel matters. The motion was seconded by Council Member 

Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. Council Member Nathan Fitts made a 

motion to open the meeting back up from an executive session. The motion was seconded by 

Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. Council Member 

Rhonda Haight made a motion to change Kim Keenan's job title from Assistant Park Supervisor 

to Park Supervisor. The motion was seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council 

voted 5-0. Motion carried. Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to hire Roy Parsons 

back as Zoning Administrator. The motion was seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. 

The Council voted 4-0, with Council Member Nathan Fitts abstaining. Motion carried. Council 

Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to advertise for a full-time police department 

employee. The motion was seconded by Council Member Harold Herndon. The Council voted 5-

0. Motion carried. 

8) Adjournment: 
Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded 

by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 5-0. Meeting adjourned. 

Mayor Donna Whitener 

16, 20\to 
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TO 

1•11111111 

City of Blue Ridge 

480 West First Street 
Blue Ridge, GA 30513 
Phone (706) 632-2091 
Fax(706 632-3278 --2/21/2018 Trackside Widening 

DESCRIPTION 

(CHANGE ORDER #1) 

QUOTE 

Grading and Clearing /Widen Roadbed/ 1, 000 sy 

Installation and Compaction 
of Base Material I 1, 000 sv 
Installation and Compaction of 
2" F-Mix Asphalt/ 500'x18' 
**Roadwork to be done at the same time as Quote# 4826. 

~ 

1/23/2018 

UNIT PRICE 

0.00 

1.58 

3.00 

11.00 

0.00 

TOTAL QUOTED PRICE: 
* means item is non-taxable 

Office: (706) 632-2255 • Fax: (706) 632-2256 

... 14:0 
5789 

EXTENDED 

0.00 

1,580.00 

3,000.00 

11,000.00 

0.00 

15,580.00 

Physical & Mailing Address: 302 Tom Boyd Road • Blue Ridge, GA 30513 



TO 

VME!n .. 

City of Blue Ridge 

480 West First Street 
Blue Ridge, GA 30513 
Phone (706) 632-2091 
Fax(706,632-3278 

MllnJi 
2/21/2018 Trackside WideninQ 

The Following Notes Apply: 

1. No erosion control costs are included. 
2. No materials field testing costs are included. 

QUOTE 

8lS 
1/23/2018 

3. No costs are included for the removal and replacement of any unsuitable or unstable soil materials if possibly 
encountered within the existing sub-grade area. 

Q.I.JOTE~O 
5789 

4. Johnson Paving, LLC assumes no responsibility for any possible settlement that may occur due to unsuitable or 
unstable subgrade or base material 

5. No costs are included for any pavement edge or curb backfill and/or landscaping. 
6. Final billing quantities will be calculated by the completed project measurements. 
7. Asphaltic Concrete unit prices are as per current material quotation unit prices and are subject to possible change. Any 

possible increases would be due primarily to the continued volatility and the rising costs of asphalt bitumen and fuel 
used in the manufacture of all asphalt products. 

8. All quantities quoted are based on averages. Asphalt thickness may vary throughout the project. 

We propose to furnish all materials, labor and equipment in complete accordance with the above specifications and payment is 
to be made as invoiced. Please sign, date, and return within 30 days if the above bid is acceptable. We appreciate the opportunity 
to furnish this bid to you and look forward to a continued business relationship. 

Yours truly, DA TE OF ACCEPTANCE 

~nu~~u ~5,2-~\~ 
\ 

JOHNSON PA YING, LLC 

Earl W. Johnson PRINTED NAME 

~€.,~ LeAfa<d 

Office: (706) 632-2255 • Fax: (706) 632-2256 
Physical & Mailing Address: 302 Tom Boyd Road • Blue Ridge, GA 30513 
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City of Blue Ridge 
Council Meeting Minutes 

City Hall 
480 West First Street 

February 13, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Present: Mayor Donna Whitener 
Council Members Robbie Cornelius,  
Kenneth Gaddis, Rhonda Haight,  
And Harold Herndon 
City Clerk Kelsey Ledford 
 
Absent: Council Member Nathan Fitts 
City Attorney James Balli 
 
 

1) Call Meeting to Order: 
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to call the meeting to order. The motion 
was seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 4-0. Motion 
carried.  
 

2) Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance: 
Council Member Robbie Cornelius offered a word of prayer followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  
 

3) Council Meeting Rules of Procedures: 
Mayor Donna Whitener announced that the Rules of Procedures were available upon 
request.  
 

4) Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting: 
a) Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the January 9, 2018 

Council Meeting Minutes (including Executive Session Minutes). The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 4-0. Motion 
carried. 

b) Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the January 25, 2018 
Special Called Council Meeting Minutes (including Executive Session Minutes). The 
motion was seconded by Council Member Harold Herndon. The Council voted 4-0. 
Motion carried.  
 

Kelsey
Sticky Note
February 13, 2018 Council Meeting Minutes
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5) Cool Kids Grow Gardens—Donation to the City: 
The City received bird house donations from Cool Kids Grow Gardens. The group wishes 
that the bird houses will attract blue birds to our area.  
 

6) Purchasing Policy Amendment and Resolution (First Reading and Adoption): 
Mayor Whitener asked the Finance Director Alicia Stewart to join the Council in 
discussion. Mrs. Stewart briefly described the proposed changes, such as dollar amount 
thresholds, meal expense amount, and steel toe boots expense, etc. The audience asked 
questions and interacted with the Mayor, Council and Mrs. Stewart. Other topics 
discussed were budget line amounts and the bid process. Council Member Robbie 
Cornelius asked if the meal expense amount could remain at $30.00 per day versus the 
proposed amount of $40.00 per day. The Council agreed. Mayor Donna Whitener read 
the Purchasing Policy Amendment Resolution, and changed the dollar amount in the 
resolution from $40.00 a day for meals to $30.00 a day as suggested. Council Member 
Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the first reading and adoption of the 
Purchasing Policy Amendment Resolution. The motion was seconded by Council 
Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
 

7) Cable and Video Franchise Fee Resolution (First Reading and Adoption): 
Mayor Donna Whitener read the Cable and Video Franchise Fee Resolution. Finance 
Director Alicia Stewart explained that the City recently underwent an audit, provided by 
the Georgia Municipal Association, which focuses on the collection of franchise fees. 
The auditor had recommended that the City adopt a cable and video franchise fee 
resolution in order to confirm the legal receipt of the franchise fees. She explained that 
the City has been collecting the fees but without the resolution the companies that pay 
franchise fees would not be legally obligated to pay the fees to the City. Council 
Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the first reading and adoption of the 
Cable and Video Franchise Fee Resolution. The motion was seconded by Council 
Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
 

8) FY2016 CDBG Conflict of Interest Disclosure:  
Mayor Donna Whitener read the first page of the FY2016 CDBG Conflict of Interest 
Disclosure (attached). City Clerk Kelsey Ledford announced that the City would be 
formally requesting an exception to the conflicts of interest at the March Council 
Meeting.  
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9) CDBG Bank Account: 
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to remove the previous City Clerk, Bill 
Sowers from the CDBG bank account and replace the name with the current City Clerk, 
Kelsey Ledford. The motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The 
Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
 

10) The Renee Group Contract Approval: 
The Mayor and Council were presented with The Renee Group agreement that will be 
part of the contract document between the Renee Group and City of Blue Ridge for the 
FY2016 CDBG project. Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the 
agreement pending the City Attorney’s review and approval. The motion was seconded 
by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
 

11) FY2016 CDBG Notice to Proceed: 
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the notice to proceed 
pending completion, review and approval of the City Attorney. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
 

12) Repairs & Upgrades: 
a) City Hall Roof Repair was discussed by the Mayor and Council. Mayor Donna 

Whitener stated that additional quotes should be obtained. This topic was put on 
hold until the Council can make a decision for parking and the roof.  

b) Police Department repairs were discussed. Mayor Donna Whitener stated that the 
floor, plumbing, ceiling, etc. need upgrades and repairs. She requested a budget of 
up to $10,000.00 to do the necessary upgrades and repairs at the Police 
Department. Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve a budget 
up the $10,000.00. The motion was seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. 
The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
 

13) Appalachian Cable Installers, Inc. P.O. No. 28430 (Emergency Purchase): 
The Mayor and Council were presented with P.O. No. 28430 for Appalachian Cable 
Installers, Inc. in the amount of $4,200.00 for an emergency repair on Hwy 515. Council 
Member Robbie Cornelius made a motion to approve the P.O. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Harold Herndon. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
 

14) Carter & Sloope Invoice No. 22540 (Additional Services): 
The Mayor and Council were presented with Invoice No. 22540 from Carter & Sloope 
with additional services totaling $4,012.50. Council Member Robbie Cornelius made a 
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motion to approve the payment of the additional services. The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
 

15) Sutton Tire Inc. Quote: 
The Mayor and Council were presented with a quote from Sutton Tire Inc. in the amount 
of $5,164.98 for tires and wheel weights. Council Member Rhonda Haight made a 
motion to approve the quote. The motion was seconded by Council Member Harold 
Herndon. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
 

16) Industrial Chemical P.O. 28416 (annual budgeted amount): 
The Mayor and Council were presented with P.O. No. 28416 for Industrial Chemical in 
the budgeted amount of $25,000.00. Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to 
approve the P.O. The motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The 
Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
 

17) Hydrocal LLC P.O. 28390: 
The Mayor and Council were presented with P.O. No. 28390 for Hydrocal LLC in the 
amount of $4,105.00. This purchase is for yearly calibrations at the Water Treatment 
Plant. Council Member Kenneth Gaddis made a motion to approve the P.O. The motion 
was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 4-0. Motion 
carried.  
 

18) Shade Covers for the downtown park: 
The Mayor, Council and Park Supervisor, Kim Keenan discussed shade covers for the 
downtown park. The shade covers are supposed to shade children playing on the 
playground equipment as well as to shade the equipment from becoming too hot. The 
discussion concluded with the City deciding to wait until next year when the City could 
apply for a grant to assist with the cost of the shade covers and to allow the Council and 
citizens to further evaluate if the covers are needed.  
 

19) Gravel Purchase: 
The Mayor and Council were presented with two quotes for Gravel purchases totaling 
the amount of $4,942.85 from Lance Trucking Company. Council Member Rhonda 
Haight made a motion to approve the amount. The motion was seconded by Council 
Member Harold Herndon. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
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20) Farmer’s Market: 
Mayor Donna Whitener discussed the Farmer’s Market with the Council. She explained 
that at one time the City was considering selling the Farmer’s Market but now the new 
administration was hoping to utilize the property. She continued to discuss some 
projects and upkeep that the City would need to do in order to utilize the property the 
way they intended. The Council appeared to agree and comments were made in 
agreement that this property is a historical part of Blue Ridge and ownership should 
remain with the City. 
 

21) Cesar Martinez—The Blue Ridge Business Association/Update on Fire and Ice: 
Cesar Martinez, President of the Blue Ridge Business Association, gave the Mayor and 
Council an update on their Fire & Ice event.  
 

22) Patrick Crain—Chief of Police and Lawsuit: 
Patrick Crain stated that he did not want to speak since the City Attorney was not 
present.  
 

23) Kit Miracle—Trackside Lane Incident: 
Kit Miracle thanked the Mayor and Council for moving forward in the repair of Trackside 
Lane. She informed them that she had an incident in the area and was happy to see that 
the road was being repaired. 
 

24) Nancy Zimmerman—Railroad Maintenance: 
Nancy Zimmerman addressed her concerns with the railroad maintenance on East Main 
Street in the residential zoning district. She requested any kind of assistance that the 
City could provide. 
 

25) Brian Pritchard—Workshop Meetings: 
Brian Pritchard, with FetchYourNews, spoke in favor of the City having workshop 
meetings.  
 

26) Executive Session (if needed)—Personnel: 
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to close the meeting for an executive 
session for the purpose of discussing personnel matters. The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. Council 
Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to open the meeting from an executive session. 
The motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 4-0. 
Motion carried.  
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Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to promote William Long to Water Distribution 
Supervisor at $17.50 per hour, with a six month probation period. The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. 
 Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to appoint Shannon Payne to Water Loss and 
Mapping Supervisor at $22.54 per hour, with a six month probation period. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. 
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to change Samuel Rosiles’ employment status 
from part-time to full-time Police Officer at $15 per hour. He will be working a two week notice 
with his previous employer. The motion was seconded by Council Member Harold Herndon. 
The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to hire Tony Galloway for Water Distribution at 
$12.50 per hour. The motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council 
voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to hire Jeff Stewart as Zoning, Land 
Development and Project Management at $15 per hour, with a six month probation period. The 
motion was seconded by Council Member Harold Herndon. The Council voted 4-0. Motion 
carried.  
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to give James Weaver, the Waste Water 
Treatment Plant Supervisor a raise up to $23 per hour, beginning next pay period. The motion 
was seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. 
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to give Nathan Sowers with the Waste Water 
Treatment Plant a raise up to $19.50 per hour, beginning next pay period. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Harold Herndon. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to give Chad Clemons a .25 cent per hour raise, 
beginning next pay period. The motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The 
Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to give Jim Robinson .50 cent per hour raise, 
beginning next pay period. The motion was seconded by Council Member Harold Herndon. The 
Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to give Steve Mull a .25 cent per hour raise, 
beginning next pay period. The motion was seconded by Council Member Harold Herndon. The 
Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to give John Watkins a .25 cent per hour raise, 
beginning next pay period. The motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The 
Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to change Tony Byrd’s title to Chief Mechanic 
and Street Supervisor with a pay raise to $17 per hour; the Street Supervisor position is pending 
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February 13, 2018 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE  
Pursuant to 24 CFR Part 85, Section 85.36(b) (3) “Code of Conduct”  

and 24 CFR Part 570.489(h), “Conflict of Interest” 
 

Notice is hereby given pursuant to 24 CFR Part 85, Section 85.36(b) (3) and 24 CFR Part 570.489(h) of the 
city of Blue Ridge’s intent to request an exception to the general conflict of interest prohibition which 
requires public disclosure for a conflict defined by 570.489(h) (1-3), including but not limited to, wherein a 
person participating in the grant process may have an interest in said grant for familial and/or business ties.  
 
On October 17, 2016, the Georgia Department of Community Affairs awarded the city of Blue Ridge a 
$500,000 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) to upgrade water and fire protection infrastructure 
along portions of East Second Street, Hill Street, Orchard Boulevard, Orchard Place, State Street, Wilson Street, 
Ridge Street and Card Lane. 
 

The exception will be requested for the following persons, who have familial and/or business ties in the target 
area. Potential conflicts are as follows: 
 

1) Mayor Whitener is related by marriage to Janice Nicholson, who owns two parcels and three residential 
units along Orchard Boulevard.  Specifically, Whitener is third cousin to Janice Nicholson’s husband, 
Danny Nicholson, maternal nephew of Mayor Whitener’s father.  One unit is occupied by Jodie 
Nicholson, son of Janice and third cousin to Mayor Whitener.    
 

2) Mayor Whitener is third cousin to Brian Nicholson, who owns and resides on one parcel along   
Orchard Boulevard.  Whitener’s father is uncle to Brian Nicholson’s father.  

 
3) A potential conflict also exists for Mayor Whitener and Brian Huffman, who is employed by  
      Whitener’s private business. 
 
4)    Post 1 Council Member Harold Herndon and his wife owns two undeveloped acres along State Street. 
 
5) Post 2 Council Member Rhonda Thomas Haight is the great-niece of Glenda Herndon, who resides     

    in the target area.  
 

6) Post 4 Council Member Robbie Cornelius and her daughter, Carolyn D. Cornelius, reside at 89 
Orchard Place. A 0.04-acre permanent utility easement is required from Carolyn D. Cornelius at this 
location. This easement was identified approximately two years prior to Cornelius’s election to office 
and is essential for project completion. In accordance with the Uniform Relocation & Real Property 
Acquisition Act of 1970 (URA), Carolyn D. Cornelius has been notified of her rights as a property 
owner and agreed to sell for fair market value based on 2017 Fannin County Tax Assessor’s records.    

    
7) Post 5 Council Member Nathan Fitts is Mayor Whitener’s maternal nephew. His mother, Linda    
        Fitts Rogers, sister to Mayor Whitener, is also related by marriage to Janice Nicholson. Nathan  
         Fitts is fourth cousins with Jodie and Brian Nicholson. 
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February 13, 2018 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE   
Pursuant to 24 CFR Part 85, Section 85.36(b) (3) “Code of Conduct” 

and 24 CFR Part 570.489(h), “Conflict of Interest” 
 

 
In accordance with 24 CFR Part 570.489(h), each of the following factors was considered in the decision to 
seek the request for exception: 
 

i) Not applicable. The exception will not provide a significant cost benefit or an essential degree of 
expertise to the program or project which would otherwise not be available. 
 

ii) Not applicable.  All construction activities were publicly bid in accordance with Georgia House Bill 
1079, House Bill 513 and Senate Bill 146. Notices were posted at City Hall, on the City’s website, in 
the local legal organ, The News Observer, and on the Georgia Local Government Access Marketplace 
(glga.org) prior to the November 07, 2017 election. As such, opportunity for open and competitive 
bidding is not applicable to the requested exception.    

 
iii) The majority of persons affected are members of a group or class or low or moderate-income persons 

intended to be the beneficiaries of the assisted activity, and the exception will permit such person to 
receive generally the same interests or benefits as are being made available or provided to the group or 
class.  

 
iv) Not applicable. The affected persons have not withdrawn from his or her functions or responsibilities 

or the decision-making process with respect to the specific assisted activity in question.  
 

v) The interest or benefit to Carolyn D. Cornelius was present before Robbie Cornelius was elected. 
 

vi) Undue hardship will result either to the State, the city, or the persons affected when weighed against 
the public interest served by avoiding prohibited conflicts.  Undue hardship will result to the persons 
affected when weighed against the public interest served by avoiding prohibited conflicts.      

 
vii) The potential conflicts, outlined herein above, do not provide any financial interest, directly or 

indirectly to Mayor Whitener or Councilmembers Cornelius, Herndon, Thomas, or Fitts. The target 
area was selected due to the presence of low or moderate-income persons and not due to potential 
conflicts. The exception will allow all persons in the target area to receive the same interests or benefits 
as are being made available or provided to the group or class.     
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City of Blue Ridge 
Council Meeting Minutes 

City Hall 
480 West First Street 

April 10, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. 

Present: Mayor Donna Whitener 
Council Members Robbie Cornelius,  
Nathan Fitts, Kenneth Gaddis,  
Rhonda Haight and Harold Herndon 
City Clerk Kelsey Ledford 
City Attorney James Balli 
Finance Director Alicia Stewart 
Utility Director Rebecca Harkins 

1) Call Meeting to Order:
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to call the meeting to order. The motion 
was seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 5-0. Motion 
carried.

2) Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance:
Council Member Robbie Cornelius offered a word of prayer followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance.

3) Council Meeting Rules of Procedures:
Mayor Donna Whitener announced that the Council Meeting Rules of Procedures were 
available at the Council desk.

4) Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting:
a) Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the March 13, 2018 

Council Meeting Minutes (Includes Executive Session Minutes). The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Harold Herndon. The Council voted 5-0. Motion 
carried.

b) Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the March 27, 2018 
Town Hall Meeting Minutes. The motion was seconded by Council Member 
Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 4-0, with Council Member Kenneth Gaddis 
not voting. Motion carried. 
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Action Agenda Items (Items requiring the approval of the Council): 

5) City Police Chief: 
Mayor Donna Whitener appointed Johnny Scearce to the City Police Chief position with 
no interim status and asked for a motion confirming the appointment. Council Member 
Kenneth Gaddis made the motion to appoint Johnny Scearce as the Chief of Police 
without the interim status. The motion was seconded by Council Member Harold 
Herndon. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 
Council Member Robbie Cornelius made a motion to suspend the time limits in the 
Council Meeting Rules of Procedures for this meeting. The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 
 

6) Capital Planning: 
At the request of Mayor Whitener; Finance Director, Alicia Stewart was present to give a 
description of the City’s financial standing. Mrs. Stewart presented three reports to the 
Mayor and Council:  

1) City of Blue Ridge Cash Report & Funding Summary as of April 6, 2018 
2) 5-Year Capital Budget 
3) 2018 Infrastructure Needs Water & Sewer 

The Mayor, Council and Mrs. Stewart discussed the many projects that are currently 
underway and the many that are on the City’s horizon; such as: 
1) Repaving of West First Street to be funded partly with LMIG 
2) Blue Ridge Elementary addition of a turning lane off of Hwy 515 
3) Other paving to be done in FY2018 
4) GEFA Projects and Payoff of 2015 GEFA Loan 
5) Welcome Center & Restroom Facility and how it will be funded 
6) City Hall Roof Repair 
7) Storm Drainage on West First and West Main 
8) Pool/Splash Pad 
9) Farmer’s Market 
10) Depot Deck 
11) CDBG projects current and future 
12) Parking Deck 
13) City Hall Public Restroom to be accessed by public from outside of City Hall without 

being able to enter the actual building 
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7) An Ordinance to combine the Zoning Board of Appeals and the Planning Commission 
(First Reading): 
Council Member Nathan Fitts announced that he and the Council would like to present 
the first reading of an Ordinance to combine the Zoning Board of Appeals and the 
Planning Commission. He then asked City Attorney James Balli to present the first 
reading of the ordinance. City Attorney James Balli read the ordinance up to section one 
and then gave a summary of each section, he explained that the ordinance would take 
effect upon the second reading and signature of Mayor Donna Whitener. Questions 
were received from Michael Eaton and Brian Pritchard.  
 

8) Illumination Ordinance-An Amendment to Code Section 130.12 (First Reading): 
Council Member Nathan Fitts announced that he and the Council would like to present 
the first reading of the Illumination Ordinance to amend code section 130.12. He then 
asked City Attorney James Balli to present the first reading of the ordinance. City 
Attorney James Balli read the ordinance up to section two and explained that this would 
amend code section 130.12. 
 

9) Comprehensive Parking Study: 
Council Member Rhonda Haight explained that the City needs a comprehensive parking 
study in order to receive any assistance with the parking situation downtown. She 
explained that the studies cost about $30,000 and she and Mayor Donna Whitener 
discussed that the cost may or may not be able to count towards grant match. Council 
Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to proceed with the Comprehensive Parking 
Study. The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 2-
0 with Council Member Robbie Cornelius, Council Member Kenneth Gaddis, and Council 
Member Harold Herndon not voting. Council Member Robbie Cornelius asked if the 
money was allotted for this study. Council Member Rhonda Haight and Council Member 
Nathan Fitts stated that the City would not be able to get any grants if the City did not 
have this study conducted. The Council discussed where the funds would come from. 
Council Member Rhonda Haight suggested that the cost be taken from the unrestricted 
hotel/motel fund since the parking study would benefit tourism. Council Member 
Kenneth Gaddis asked how long the study would take. Mayor Donna Whitener replied 
that the study would need to be conducted during peak times, such as July and October. 
Mayor Donna Whitener asked for the Council to vote. The Council voted 2-2 with 
Council Member Robbie Cornelius and Council Member Kenneth Gaddis opposed and 
Council Member Harold Herndon not voting. Mayor Donna Whitener voted in favor of 
the study to break the tie. Motion carried.  
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10) Wholesale Water Rates: 
Utility Director Rebecca Harkins presented her recommendation of increasing the 
wholesale water rates from the current charge of $3.25/1,000 gallons to $4.25/1,000 
gallons. She explained that the City’s cost to produce is $3.75/1,000 gallons resulting in 
the City paying more to produce the water than what the City sells it for. She continued 
to suggest implementing the increase beginning with the July 2018 billing to allow 
preparation time for the City’s wholesale customers. Fannin County Water Authority 
Chairwoman, Anita Weaver was present and requested a six month implementation 
period. After the Council discussed what amount of time was sufficient for 
implementation, Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to proceed with Mrs. 
Harkins’ recommendation and to allow 120 days prior to taking effect. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  

 
Discussion Agenda Items (Items for discussion only): 

11) Amendment to the Council Meeting Rules of Procedures: 
Council Member Kenneth Gaddis gave an update on the City’s progress in revising the 
Council Meeting Rules of Procedures to allow for more public input during meetings. He 
stated that he would like to move forward with the approval of the revised policy by the 
next meeting. He explained that he was not looking for a maximum number of people 
allowed to speak because he believes everyone should be able to speak.   Council 
Member Rhonda Haight spoke in favor of time restraints to control the meeting length 
and to assist the Council with conducting meetings more efficiently. Council Member 
Nathan Fitts spoke in favor of the idea of only allowing one person to speak per group or 
organization. Mayor Donna Whitener discussed the need for individuals, who are 
permitted to speak, to step up to the microphone and introduce themselves prior to 
making their comments.  
 

12) Farmer’s Market: 
Council Member Kenneth Gaddis mentioned the lack of feedback that the Council has 
received in regards to the Farmer’s Market. He discussed the possibility of being forced 
to look at leasing options as a result of the Council not receiving any ideas for potential 
uses at the Farmer’s Market. Council Member Rhonda Haight announced that Brian 
Higgins was interested in utilizing the Farmer’s Market for various events, e.g. concerts. 
She informed the Council that Mr. Higgins would be sending a proposal to the Mayor 
and Council soon.  
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City of Blue Ridge 
Council Meeting Minutes 

City Hall 
480 West First Street 

May 8, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Present: Mayor Donna Whitener 
Council Members Nathan Fitts, Kenneth Gaddis,  
Rhonda Haight and Harold Herndon 
City Clerk Kelsey Ledford 
City Attorney James Balli 
Zoning, Land Development and Project Manager Jeff Stewart 
Chief of Police Johnny Scearce 
 

1) Call Meeting to Order: 
Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to call the meeting to order. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
 

2) Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance: 
Lydia Long offered a word of prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

3) Council Meeting Rules of Procedures (to be presented at each meeting by the City Clerk): 
Mayor Donna Whitener announced that the Rules of Procedures are available at the Council 
desk. 
 

4) Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting (if minutes are completed and available): 
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the April 10, 2018 Council Meeting 
Minutes (Includes Executive Session Minutes). The motion was seconded by Council Member 
Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
 

Action Agenda Items (Items requiring the approval of the Council): 

5) An Ordinance to combine the Zoning Board of Appeals and the Planning Commission (Second 
Reading and Adoption): 
Mayor Donna Whitener read the first paragraph of the ordinance (attached). Council Member 
Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the second reading and adopt the ordinance. The 
motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 4-0 by way of a roll 
call vote. Motion carried. City Attorney James Balli explained that the ordinance would go into 
effect once the Mayor signed the ordinance. The ordinance was signed and City Attorney James 
Balli read the list of appointments (attached).  
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6) Illumination Ordinance- An Amendment to Code Section 130.12 (Second Reading and Adoption): 
Mayor Donna Whitener read the first paragraph of the ordinance (attached). Council Member 
Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the second reading and adopt the ordinance. The 
motion was seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis.  The Council voted 4-0 by way of a 
roll call vote. Motion carried.  
 

7) Amendment to the Council Meeting Rules of Procedures: 
Council Member Kenneth Gaddis asked City Attorney James Balli to give a brief summary of the 
proposed changes to the Council Meeting Rules of Procedures. After City Attorney James Balli 
gave a summary, Council Member Kenneth Gaddis made a motion to approve the Amendment 
to the Council Meeting Rules of Procedures (attached). The motion was seconded by Council 
Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. 
 

8) Blue Ridge Elementary School Access Lane: 
Mayor Donna Whitener explained that this is more of a discussion item. She announced that she 
has had meetings with representatives of the school and that they are exploring options along 
with costs involved. She asked that the topic be tabled, Council Member Nathan Fitts made a 
motion to table the topic for later discussion. The motion was seconded by Council Member 
Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
 

Purchasing Approvals: 

9) City Hall Roof Repair: 
Zoning, Land Development and Project Manager Jeff Stewart gave a brief summary of the 
quotes (attached) received for the roof of City Hall and provided the Council with his 
recommendation. Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the quote from 
GoCo in the amount of $6,650.00 for the demolition of the drive through area. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. Council 
Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the quote from Trademark Coatings in the 
amount of $35,427.50 for repair and maintenance of the roof. The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. It was discussed and 
agreed that the City would use the insurance money ($20,165.00) towards the demolition and 
repair of the drive through area. 
 

10) Police Department Remodel: 
Mayor Donna Whitener and Police Chief Johnny Scearce discussed the Police Department 
remodel. They explained the unexpected obstacles that have occurred from remodeling a 
building built in 1936 that has had little to no major renovations since. Council Member Rhonda 
Haight made a motion to approve an additional $10,000 towards the Police Department 
remodel. The motion was seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 4-0. 
Motion carried.  
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11) Repair of Slide Deck-Miracle Quote No. R0019170122: 
The Mayor and Council discussed the condition of the slide deck at the City pool. The deck is in 
need of repairs and could possibly pose liability issues if not repaired prior to opening. Park 
Supervisor, Kim Keenan, provided a quote from Miracle for the repair in the amount of 
$6,009.86 (attached) prior to the meeting. The Council decided it was best to remove the slide 
and the deck in order to eliminate any possible liability. Council Member Nathan Fitts made a 
motion to remove the slide and its deck and to save the parts until it can be repaired at a later 
time or be used at the playground. The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda 
Haight. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.   
 

12) Carter & Sloope Invoice No. 22802 (General Consulting II): 
After some brief discussion of the invoice, Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to 
approve the Carter & Sloope Invoice No. 22802 in the amount of $13,092.50 (attached). The 
motion was seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 4-0. Motion 
carried. 
 

13) Carter & Sloope Invoice No. 22805 (WWTF Improvements, Temperature & Metals): 
After some brief discussion of the invoice, Council Member Kenneth Gaddis made a motion to 
approve the Carter & Sloope Invoice No. 22805 in the amount of $11,639.10 (attached). The 
motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 4-0. Motion 
carried.  
 

14) Carter & Sloope Invoice No. 22806 (GA Hwy 5 Utility Relocation): 
After some brief discussion of the invoice, Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to 
approve the Carter & Sloope Invoice No. 22806 in the amount of $11,363.75 (attached). The 
motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
 
Public Comments: 
 

15) Gene Holcomb—The Blue Ridge Business Association: 
Gene Holcomb spoke on behalf of the Blue Ridge Business Association. Among topics of 
discussion were restroom facilities and the parking study. City Staff was instructed to research 
purchasing  a portable “trailer” restroom and schedule a meeting with emergency management 
services staff in regards to loading and unloading zones on East Main Street.  
 

16) Executive Session (if needed)—Litigation: 
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to close the meeting for an executive session for 
the purpose of discussing litigation. The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. 
The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. After a period of time in executive session, Council 
Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to come out of the executive session. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. 
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City of Blue Ridge 

Workshop Meeting Minutes 
City Hall 

480 West First Street 
June 12, 2018 at 5:00 p.m. 

 
Present: Mayor Donna Whitener 
Council Members Robbie Cornelius,  
Kenneth Gaddis, Nathan Fitts,  
Rhonda Haight and Harold Herndon 
City Clerk Kelsey Ledford 
Zoning, Land Development and  
Project Manager Jeff Stewart 
 
 

1) Call Meeting to Order: 
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to call the meeting to order. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Harold Herndon. The Council voted 4-0, Council Member Nathan 
Fitts was not present at the time. Motion carried.  
 
 

2) Site Inspection for Downtown Restroom: 
The Mayor and Council discussed options for improving the restroom situation to adequately 
serve the quantity of people downtown. Options discussed included: 

• Demolishing the existing restrooms and replacing them with a much bigger structure 
• Constructing new restrooms in proximity to the current location but closer to the 

railroad tracks 
• Constructing an additional restroom facility at the City’s free parking lot 
• Relocating the blue train car to the free parking lot and converting it into a restroom 

facility 
 

 
Depending on what option is chosen, the Mayor and Council are interested in transforming the property 
next to the Depot into an open air market. The open air market could include fountains, fire circles 
and/or vendor spaces for rent.  
 
The Council gave authority to the Mayor to gather additional information and conduct further research.  
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City of Blue Ridge 
Council Meeting Minutes 

City Hall 
480 West First Street 

June 12, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Present: Mayor Donna Whitener 
Council Members Robbie Cornelius,  
Nathan Fitts, Kenneth Gaddis,  
Rhonda Haight and Harold Herndon 
City Clerk Kelsey Ledford 
City Attorney James Balli 
Zoning, Land Development and 
Project Manager Jeff Stewart 
 
 

1) Call Meeting to Order: 
Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to call the meeting to order. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 
 

2) Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance: 
Council Member Robbie Cornelius offered a word of prayer, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  
 

3) Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting: 
a) Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the May 8, 2018 Council 

Meeting Minutes (includes Executive Session Minutes). The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  

b) Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the August 1, 2017 Special 
Called Council Meeting Minutes Amendment. The motion was seconded by Council Member 
Harold Herndon. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  

4) Approval of Agenda or Motion to Amend Agenda (if applicable) 
Public Comments (for all speakers who have signed up the previous week): 

5) Brian Higgins—Farmer’s Market:  
Brian Higgins did not attend the meeting. The Mayor and Council briefly discussed the letter he 
submitted to the City last month in regards to how he would like the Farmer’s Market utilized 
(attached).  
 

6) Cesar Martinez – Blue Ridge Business Association : 
Cesar Martinez read a letter he prepared for the Mayor and Council (attached). Council Member 
Kenneth Gaddis asked what infrastructure the Council has lacked. Mr. Martinez did not 
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comment.  Mayor Donna Whitener discussed the money that has been spent this year on 
infrastructure. There was some discussion in regards to the question of the Blue Ridge Business 
Association applying for grants/loans on the City’s behalf.  
 

7) Joe Webb—SPLOST:  
Joe Webb discussed SPLOST and his opinion in regards to how the City could fund some of its 
needs.  
 

Action Agenda Items (Items requiring the approval of the Council): 
8) USDA Community Facilities Program Backhoe Purchase—Tammy Decker: 

Tammy Decker with the United States Department of Agriculture was present to present the 
Letter of Conditions to the Mayor and Council in regards to the Community Facilities Program. 
The program is funding the purchase of a backhoe for the City. Council Member Nathan Fitts 
made a motion to accept the Letter of Conditions (attached). The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 
 

9) Building Board of Appeals Appointments: 
Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to reappoint Vincent Davis and Mark Burger to the 
Building Board of Appeals. The motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The 
Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. The Certificate of Appointments are attached.  
 

10) Planning Commission and Zoning Board of Appeals Appointment: 
Council Member Robbie Cornelius made a motion to replace her original appointment to the 
Planning Commission and Zoning Board of Appeals, Gene Holcomb, with John Soave. The 
motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 5-0. Motion 
carried.  
 

11) 2017 Budget Amendment No. 3 (Final Amendment for FY2017): 
Mayor Donna Whitener and Finance Director Alicia Stewart presented the Council with 2017 
Budget Amendment No. 3 (attached). Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve 
the budget amendment as presented. The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda 
Haight. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

12) Georgia Municipal Association (GMA) Direct Installment Program for the Purchase of a 
Restroom Trailer: 
Council Member Kenneth Gaddis announced that the City had chosen to purchase the tank-less 
restroom trailer from Montondo. Mayor Donna Whitener proceeded to read the Georgia 
Municipal Association Direct Installment Program Resolution (attached). Council Member 
Nathan Fitts made a motion to adopt the resolution. The motion was seconded by Council 
Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 
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13) Georgia Department of Administrative Services Surplus Property Program: 

Mayor Donna Whitener requested that the topic be tabled until more information could be 
gathered. Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to table. The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

14) Carter & Sloope Task Release No. 14 (Water System Improvements to Serve the Mountain 
Hideaway Subdivision): 
The Mayor and Council were presented Task Release No. 14 (Water System Improvements to 
Serve the Mountain Hideaway Subdivision) from Carter & Sloope (attached). Council Member 
Kenneth Gaddis made a motion to approve Task Release No. 14. The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

15) Storm Drain on Ada Street: 
The Mayor and Council were presented with a cost estimate for storm drain repairs on Ada 
Street from Carter & Sloope in the amount of $77,325.00 (attached). Council Member Kenneth 
Gaddis made a motion to allow Mayor Donna Whitener to seek funding for this project. The 
motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.   
 

16) McKinney Street Sewer Replacement: 
Council Member Kenneth Gaddis gave a summary of the McKinney Street Sewer project. He 
explained that the City would be relocating the services and installing new City lines versus 
replacing the ones currently in place. He continued to explain that Utility Director, Rebecca 
Harkins, would need to seek an additional quote for the project as required by the City’s 
Purchasing Policy. Council Member Kenneth Gaddis made a motion to seek an additional quote 
and discuss the project at the next meeting. The motion was seconded by Council Member 
Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

17) Municipal Court Contracted Probation Service: 
Mayor Donna Whitener explained the current probation and community service program versus 
Appalachian Pretrial and Probation Program (APPP). Council Member Rhonda Haight made a 
motion to approve the contract with APPP (attached). The motion was seconded by Council 
Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
  

18) AirMedCare Membership: 
The Mayor and Council requested that a representative from AirMedCare be present at the next 
meeting to answer some questions, prior to approving the City’s membership. Council Member 
Rhonda Haight made a motion to table the topic. The motion was seconded by Council Member 
Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
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Purchasing Approvals: 

19) Waste Water Treatment Plant Basin Covers: 
The Mayor and Council were presented with Task Release No. 15 (WWTF Improvements—Metal 
Building Cover for Basin) from Carter & Sloope (attached). Council Member Nathan Fitts made a 
motion to approve Task Release No. 15. The motion was seconded by Council Member Kenneth 
Gaddis. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. Council Member Kenneth Gaddis made a motion 
to proceed with Carter & Sloop’s recommendation in the amount of $55,138.00, which includes 
Allen & Sons’ quote in the amount of $35,500 and Arco’s quote in the amount of $19,638 
(attached). The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 5-
0. Motion carried.  
 

20) Water Quality on Mountain and East First Street: 
The Mayor and Council were presented a quote from Holloway Trenching in the amount of 
$19,625 (attached) and a quote from T. Stanco, Inc. in the amount of $21,450 (attached), in 
regards to improving the water quality on Mountain and East First Street. Council Member 
Kenneth Gaddis made a motion to accept the quote from Holloway Trenching. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

21) Paint Invoices at the City Pool: 
The Mayor and Council were presented invoices from Recreonics for paint bought for the City 
Pool in the total amount of $9,608.04 (attached). The Mayor and Council discussed the topic of 
whether or not the Park Supervisor had the authority to approve purchases in that amount. 
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve payment of the presented invoices. 
The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 5-0. Motion 
carried.  
 

22) pdblowers, Incorporated Invoice No. 48637 (Emergency Purchase for Waste Water Treatment 
Plant): 
The Mayor and Council were presented with Invoice No. 48637 from pdblowers, Incorporated in 
the amount of $5,037 (attached) for the emergency purchase of a blower at the Waste Water 
Treatment Plant. Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the invoice. The 
motion was seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 5-0. Motion 
carried. 
 

23) The Steedley Firm Invoice No. 640: 
The Mayor and Council were presented with Invoice No. 640 from The Steedley Firm in the 
amount of $7,129.07 (attached). Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the 
invoice. The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 5-0. 
Motion carried.  
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City of Blue Ridge 
Council Meeting Minutes 

City Hall 
480 West First Street 

July 10, 2018 
 

Present: Mayor Donna Whitener 
Council Members Robbie Cornelius,  
Kenneth Gaddis, Nathan Fitts and 
Harold Herndon 
City Clerk Kelsey Ledford 
City Attorney James Balli 
Zoning, Land Development and Project 
Manager Jeff Stewart 
 
Absent: Council Member Rhonda Haight  
 
 

1) Call Meeting to Order: 
Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to call the meeting to order. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
 

2) Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance: 
Council Member Kenneth Gaddis offered a word of prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

3) Approval of Minutes: 
a) Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the June 12, 2018 Workshop 

Meeting Minutes. The motion was seconded by Council Member Harold Herndon. The 
Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. 

b) Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the June 12, 2018 Council Meeting 
Minutes. The motion was seconded by Council Member Harold Herndon. The Council voted 
4-0. Motion carried.  

 
4) Approval of Agenda or Motion to Amend Agenda: 

Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to amend the agenda to: 
a) remove Cesar Martinez from public comments  
b) add Planning Commission and Zoning Board of Appeals meetings under action items 
c) add the Farmer’s Market for discussion 
d) add Land Sale under Executive Session 
The motion was seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 4-0. Motion 
carried.  

Kelsey
Sticky Note
July 10, 2018 Council Meeting Minutes
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Public Comments: 

5)  
6)  
7)  
8)  
9)  

Action Agenda Items: 
10) AirMedCare Membership—Shane Heddrick: 

Shane Heddrick, a representative of AirMedCare, gave a brief presentation of AirMedCare and 
was available to answer any questions. Mr. Heddrick clarified that under the City’s membership, 
City residents are covered by their services if picked up in Fannin County. He continued to state 
that for an additional membership (paid for by the individual), the resident could be covered by 
their services if picked up outside of Fannin County. Council Member Harold Herndon made a 
motion to approve. The motion was seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council 
voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
 

11) Alcohol Ordinance Amendment: 
City Attorney James Balli explained that the Council should be having a second reading and 
approving the Alcohol Ordinance Amendment (attached); but that the Council has decided to re-
read the first reading due to the length of time between the first reading and this meeting. He 
then gave a brief summary of the proposed changes.  
 

12) Sidewalk Ordinance Amendment: 
City Attorney James Balli gave a brief summary of the proposed changes included in the 
Sidewalk Ordinance Amendment (attached).  
 

13) Public Interest Determination Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Georgia 
Department of Transportation (GDOT) and City of Blue Ridge for Hwy 5: 
Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the MOU between GDOT and the City 
(attached). The motion was seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 4-
0. Motion carried.  
 

14) MR Systems Orange Level Service and Preventative Maintenance Agreement for Water 
Treatment Plant: 
Council Member Kenneth Gaddis made a motion to approve the Service and 
Preventative Maintenance Agreement between the City and MR Systems (attached). 
The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 4-0. 
Motion carried.  
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15) Blue Ridge Hotel, LLC Lease Agreement/Old Temple Baptist Church Parking: 
Council Member Robbie Cornelius made a motion to approve the extension of the lease 
between the City and Blue Ridge Hotel, LLC as described in the attached lease. The 
motion was seconded by Council Member Harold Herndon. The Council voted 4-0. 
Motion carried.  
 

16) Colwell Probation Detention Center Work Detail Agreement: 
Council Member Kenneth Gaddis made a motion to approve the Colwell Probation 
Detention Center Work Detail Agreement (attached). The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
 

17) ARC (Appalachian Regional Commission) Grant- Recommendation Letter for 
Architectural Services: 
The Mayor and Council were presented a recommendation letter (attached) from the 
ARC scoring team in regards to architectural services to be provided for the Depot Plaza 
Expansion project. After some discussion, the Mayor was given the authority to 
negotiate a contract with R Design Works.  
 

18) McKinney Street Sewer Replacement: 
The Mayor and Council were presented two quotes for the McKinney Street sewer 
replacement. Council Member Kenneth Gaddis made a motion to approve the quote 
from Holloway Trenching in the amount of $16,690 for labor and the materials quoted 
in the amount of $8,222.75 (attached). The motion was seconded by Council Member 
Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
 

19) Mercier Orchards Request to Rename City Section of Scenic Drive: 
After some discussion, Council Member Kenneth Gaddis made a motion to table the 
topic. The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 4-
0. Motion carried. 
 

20) Appointments to the Building Board of Appeals and Fannin County Public Library Board 
of Trustees: 
Council Member Robbie Cornelius made a motion to reappoint John Turner to the 
Fannin County Public Library Board of Trustees. The motion was seconded by Council 
Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. Council Member 
Robbie Cornelius made a motion to appoint Mark Watson to the Building Board of 
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Appeals. The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 
4-0. Motion carried.  
 

21) Planning Commission and Zoning Board of Appeals Meetings: 
City Attorney James Balli gave a summary of the Ordinance Amendment pertaining to 
the Procedure and other matters of the Planning Commission and Zoning Board of 
Appeals (attached). 
 

22) Farmer’s Market: 
Council Member Kenneth Gaddis discussed lease options for the Farmer’s Market. After 
some discussion, Council Member Kenneth Gaddis made a motion to advertise for lease 
options. The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 
4-0. Motion carried. Brian Pritchard asked to address the Council. He stated that the 
motion to amend the agenda at the beginning of the meeting stated that the Farmer’s 
Market was for discussion only. Although the Council’s intent was to take action on the 
topic when making the motion to amend the agenda, Council Member Kenneth Gaddis 
stated that they would just discuss the topic, making the motion void. 
 

Purchasing Approvals: 
23) Welch, Walker & Associates, PC, CPAs Invoice No. A18006: 

The Mayor and Council were presented with Welch, Walker & Associates, PC, CPAs 
Invoice No. A18006 in the amount of $13,500 (attached). Council Member Nathan Fitts 
made a motion to approve the invoice. The motion was seconded by Council Member 
Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. 
 

24) Harris Computer Systems Invoice No. LGMN00000004715: 
The Mayor and Council were presented with Harris Computer Systems Invoice No. 
LGMN00000004715 in the amount of $28,694.26 (attached). Council Member Nathan 
Fitts made a motion to approve the invoice. The motion was seconded by Council 
Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
 

25) New River Intake Motor and Pump for Water Treatment Plant: 
The Mayor and Council were presented with  Quote No. P209421 from Goforth 
Williamson, Inc. in the amount of $6,501.00 (attached). Council Member Kenneth 
Gaddis made a motion to approve the quote. The motion was seconded by Council 
Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. 
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26) Engineered Restorations, Inc. Quote for the Rehab of the Raw Water Vault: 

The Mayor and Council were presented a quote from Engineered Restorations, Inc. for 
the rehab of the raw water vault in the amount of $10,600 (attached). Council Member 
Kenneth Gaddis made a motion to approve the quote. The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. 
 

27) Engineered Restorations, Inc. Quote to Repair the Filter Basin Cracks: 
The Mayor and Council were presented a quote from Engineered Restorations, Inc. for 
the repair of the filter basin cracks in the amount of $6,050 (attached). Council Member 
Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the quote. The motion was seconded by Council 
Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. 
 

28) Decanter Weir Floats (3) for the Waste Water Treatment Plant (Emergency Purchase): 
The Mayor and Council were presented an invoice from Aqua Aerobic Systems, Inc. for 
the emergency purchase of 3 decanter weir floats in the amount of $8,979.60 
(attached). Council Member Kenneth Gaddis made a motion to approve the invoice. The 
motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 4-0. Motion 
carried. 
 

29) Holloway Trenching, LLC Estimates for Aging Lines/Leakage on Chastain Street, Church 
Street and McKinney Street: 
The Mayor and Council decided to move forward but to wait until all quotes were 
submitted prior to choosing a contractor. 
 

30) Truck Purchase: 
The Council reviewed a couple of quotes, before Council Member Kenneth Gaddis made 
a motion to table until more quotes are obtained. The motion was seconded by Council 
Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. 
 

Discussion Agenda Items: 
31) Nightly Rentals: 

There was no discussion of this topic.  
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FIRST READING_____________ 

 

SECOND READING _______________ 

 

PASSED____________________ 

 

AN ORDINANCE NO. ________ 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND REPEAL CERTAIN PORTIONS OF THE CITY OF 

BLUE RIDGE, GEORGIA REGULATION OF ALCOHOL ORDINANCES RELATING TO  

CONFIRMATION OF RATIO COMPLIANCE; TO THE EXPIRATION DATE OF 

EMPLOYEE PERMITS; TO OWNERSHIP AND CONFLICT OF INTERESTS BY COUNCIL 

MEMBERS AND OTHER OFFICERS; TO CHANGE THE FEE CHARGED FOR SPECIAL 

TEMPORARY LICENSES; TO MAKE CERTAIN CHANGES TO HOURS OF OPERATION; 

TO UPDATE ARTICLE VII DEALING WITH BONA FIDE NON-PROFIT CIVIC 

ORGANIZATIONS SO AS TO ALLOW FOR IDENTICAL RESTRICTIONS ON SUNDAY 

SALES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

  

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, has 

previously adopted ordinance number 4.12.11 (as amended) as an alcoholic 

beverage ordinance for the purposes of regulating of the sale of alcoholic 

beverages including, but not limited to, related fees and taxes (collectively 

“Alcohol Ordinance”); and 

 WHEREAS, City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, finds that the 

certain changes set forth herein will be not be detrimental to the public health, 

safety and welfare of the citizens of Blue Ridge, Georgia and will actually be the 

economic benefit of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, and its citizens,; and  

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, desires to 

continue to regulate the sale of alcoholic beverages as provided in the Alcohol 
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Ordinance subject to the changes and/or additional regulations contained within 

this ordinance; 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED, AND IT IS HEREBY 

ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, as authorized by 

the City Charter and general law, as follows:  

 

SECTION 1. 

 

 The Alcohol Ordinance is hereby amended by modifying, deleting and 

adopting the following provisions.  

SECTION 110.45-3 

 This Section is hereby amended by inserting an additional sentence and the 

end of the Paragraph which reads “In addition to any other requirements set forth 

in this Ordinance, the City of Blue Ridge may annually require any license holder 

subject to a ratio requirement to produce a statement prepared by a certified public 

account setting forth proof of compliance with the ratio and that consumable items 

are at least fifty percent (50%) of a licensee’s business volume.”   

SECTION 110.45-34(f) 

Section 110.45-34(f) entitled “Employee permits” is hereby amended by 

deleting the previous subsection (6) in its entirety and the new Section 110.45-

34(f)(6) shall read as follows: 
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“An employee permit shall be valid for one year from the date of issue.  The 

employee permit may be renewed upon the submission of a renewal application, 

the payment of the appropriate renewal fee, and upon a determination that such 

individual remains qualified for said permit under this Ordinance.   The fee for 

renewal of an employee permit shall be no less than $30.00.”   110.45-34(f)(6). 

SECTION 110.45-14 

 Section 110.45-14 entitled “Sale, Distribution and other dealing in alcoholic 

beverages within the City by officials and employees: exemptions”, subsection (a) 

is hereby amended by deleting the previous subsection (a) in its entirety and the 

new Section 110.45-14(a) shall read as follows: 

 No member of the City Council who holds any interest, directly or 

indirectly, in any establishment licensed by the City to sell, distribute or 

otherwise deal in alcoholic beverages shall vote on any matter involving or 

relating to said establishment.  For purposes of this subsection, a member shall 

be deemed to have or hold a beneficial interest if the license is issued in the 

name of the person’s spouse, child, parent or sibling, or in a partnership or 

corporation or limited liability company in which such persons owns more than 

ten percent (10%) controlling interest. 
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SECTION 110.45-23 (Fees) 

 The fee schedule is hereby amended to state the charge for a temporary 

special event license permit shall be $150 per permit.    

SECTION 110.45-35  (Days and Hours of Operation) 

 Subsection (a) and (b) is amended to change any reference to “after 11:30 

p.m.” on Fridays and Saturdays to “after 12:00 a.m.”   

Subsection (a) is amended to remove the parenthetical (but which must end 

at 9:00 p.m.). 

 Subsection (b) is amended by changing the sentence “except on New Year’s 

Eve (December 31), and sales shall be allowed until 11:59” to read “except on 

Labor Day, Memorial Day, July 4 and New Years’ Eve and sales shall be allowed 

until 12:00 a.m. the following day.” 

 A new Subsection (c) is added which reads “any person or entity holding a 

temporary special event license shall be allowed to furnish, sell or offer for sale 

alcoholic beverages until 12:00 a.m. on the day following the event.” 

SECTION 110.45-50(b)(2)(H) 

Subsection (H)’s introductory paragraph shall be amended to read as 

follows:  As to any retail consumption dealer, reasonable drink specials may be 

allowed, provided, however, that no licensee, in connection with the sale or 

service of alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premises shall: 
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Subsection (H)(4) shall be amended to read [No licensee shall] “sale, offer to 

sell, or deliver to any person or group of persons any alcoholic beverage at a price 

less than the less than the price regularly charged for such alcoholic beverage 

during the same calendar week, except reasonable drink specials which are 

clearly identified as to price and quantity and licensed catered functions 

pursuant to an issued City permit and not open to the public shall be allowed.”; 

SECTION 110.45-52(c) 

Subsection (c) is hereby updated and amended to make non-profit 

organizations subject to the same Sunday sales rules (Section 110.45-35) which 

apply to all other persons, entities and organizations by deleting the parenthetical 

“(which cannot include any Sunday of the year).” 

SECTION 2:  

 

REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES TO REMOVE CONFLICT 

 

 All parts of ordinances in conflict with the terms of this ordinance are hereby 

repealed to the extent of the conflict, but it is hereby provided that any ordinance 

or law which may be applicable hereto and aid in carrying out and making 

effective the intent, purpose and provisions hereof, is hereby adopted as a part 

hereof and shall be legally construed to be in favor of upholding this Ordinance on 

behalf of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia. 
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SECTION 3.  

 

SEVERABILITY 

 

 If any paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase or any other portion 

of this Ordinance should be declared invalid or unconstitutional by any Court of 

competent jurisdiction or if the provisions of any part of this Ordinance as applied 

to any particular person, situation or set of circumstances is declared invalid or 

unconstitutional, such invalidity shall not be construed to affect the provisions of 

this Ordinance not so held to be invalid, or the application of this Ordinance to 

other circumstances not so held to be invalid.  It is hereby declared to be the 

legislative intent of the City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia to provide 

for separate and divisible parts and it does hereby adopt any and all parts hereof as 

may not be held invalid for any reason. 

SECTION 4.  

EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

 The effective date of this Ordinance shall be immediately upon its passage 

by the City Council and execution by the Mayor or upon fifteen (15) days expiring 

from the date of its passage without a veto of said Ordinance by the Mayor as set 

forth in the City Charter at Section 3.23(b). 
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 SO ORDAINED, this ____ day of______________, 2018. 

      BLUE RIDGE CITY COUNCIL 

 

 

      By:        

 Mayor 

 

        

 Councilperson 

 

        

 Councilperson 

 

        

 Councilperson 

 

        

 Councilperson 

 

        

 Councilperson 

Attest: 

      

Kelsey Ledford, City Clerk 
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FIRST READING_____________ 

 

SECOND READING _______________ 

 

PASSED____________________ 

 

AN ORDINANCE NO. ________ 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 96.038 [as amended by Ordinance 

2016-05-10] OF THE CITY OF BLUE RIDGE, GEORGIA CODE REGARDING 

THE PRIVATE AND TEMPORARY USE OF CITY SIDEWALKS; TO 

PROVIDE DEFINITIONS; TO REQUIRE WRITTEN INDEMNIFICATION 

AGREEMENTS; TO ESTABLISH AN ANNUAL FEE AND FOR OTHER 

PURPOSES 
  

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, has 

previously adopted Ordinance number 2016-05-10 (as amended) to amend Section 

96.038 of the Code; and 

 WHEREAS, City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, finds that the 

certain changes are needed to provide clarity and to further establish requirements 

for use;  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED, AND IT IS HEREBY 

ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, as authorized by 

the City Charter and general law, as follows:  

 

SECTION 1. 

 

 Section 96.038 (B) is hereby amended by modifying, deleting and/or 

adopting the following provisions.  
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 Inserting in the first sentence after “Notwithstanding the foregoing” the 

following  “and provided the person or tenant has obtained a valid permit from the 

City of Blue Ridge and executed the indemnification agreement described herein,” 

 Inserting as the second sentence “For purposes of this Section, “temporary” 

shall be defined as no longer than ten (10) consecutive hours in any twenty-four 

(24) hour period and “decorative features” shall expressly not include 

mannequins.” 

 By establishing that the fee for any permit required under this Section shall 

be $25 annually. 

SECTION 2: 

REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES TO REMOVE CONFLICT 

 

 All parts of ordinances in conflict with the terms of this ordinance are hereby 

repealed to the extent of the conflict, but it is hereby provided that any ordinance 

or law which may be applicable hereto and aid in carrying out and making 

effective the intent, purpose and provisions hereof, is hereby adopted as a part 

hereof and shall be legally construed to be in favor of upholding this Ordinance on 

behalf of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia. 
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SECTION 3.  

 

SEVERABILITY 

 

 If any paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase or any other portion 

of this Ordinance should be declared invalid or unconstitutional by any Court of 

competent jurisdiction or if the provisions of any part of this Ordinance as applied 

to any particular person, situation or set of circumstances is declared invalid or 

unconstitutional, such invalidity shall not be construed to affect the provisions of 

this Ordinance not so held to be invalid, or the application of this Ordinance to 

other circumstances not so held to be invalid.  It is hereby declared to be the 

legislative intent of the City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia to provide 

for separate and divisible parts and it does hereby adopt any and all parts hereof as 

may not be held invalid for any reason. 

SECTION 4.  

EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

 The effective date of this Ordinance shall be immediately upon its passage 

by the City Council and execution by the Mayor or upon fifteen (15) days expiring 

from the date of its passage without a veto of said Ordinance by the Mayor as set 

forth in the City Charter at Section 3.23(b). 
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 SO ORDAINED, this ____ day of______________, 2018. 

      BLUE RIDGE CITY COUNCIL 

 

 

      By:        

 Mayor 

 

        

 Councilperson 

 

        

 Councilperson 

 

        

 Councilperson 

 

        

 Councilperson 

 

        

 Councilperson 

Attest: 

      

Kelsey Ledford, City Clerk 













   Orange Level Agreement 

 
1185 Beaver Ruin Road  Suite A  Norcross, Georgia 30093  Phone: 678.325.2800  

www.mrsystems.com 

July 5, 2018 

ORANGE LEVEL 
 

SERVICE AND PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT 
 
In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  Agreement,  hardware  preventive  maintenance  and  repair 
services will be provided by MR Systems, Inc. for the City of Blue Ridge, GA, hereinafter referred to as 
the Customer.  This document and its attachments constitute the entire Agreement; no representations 
are made other that those contained herein.   
 
Under  this  agreement,  instrumentation  and  control  system  maintenance  and  repair  services  will  be 
provided for the following facilities: 
 

 All facilities and sites owned or maintained by the Customer 
 

A. Scheduled Instrumentation and Control System Services 
 
  MR Systems, Inc. will furnish a Field Service Representative for two (2) service visits per year, one 

visit each six months to repair and keep in good working order the instrumentation and control 
systems owned by the Customer.  Each trip will provide a minimum of two (2), eight (8) hour days 
of service time and will be charged to the Customer at the agreed upon rates below.  The actual 
number of days and frequency of trips will be determined by the customer. 

 
During  each  visit  the  Field  Service  Representative  will  perform  repairs,  calibrations,  and 
preventive maintenance  services as directed by  the Customer’s designated personnel.   At  the 
request of the Customer, additional service or repair time may be provided, and service trips may 
be canceled or shortened. 
 

B. Unscheduled Service 
 

Upon  request  by  the  Customer’s  designated  personnel, MR  Systems,  Inc. will  provide  a  Field 
Service Representative, Software Engineer, or both if required, to perform repairs to damaged or 
faulty instrumentation, controls, and/or telemetry system equipment.   MR Systems, Inc. will be 
"on call" 24 hours per day, 7 days per week, to receive calls for service from the Customer.  MR 
Systems, Inc. will respond to your calls for service within four (4) hours of receipt of your call.  

 
Field service or software labor will be provided to assist you in correcting the following types of 
problems: 

 
1. Perform repairs to failed or damaged instrumentation and control system hardware, 

telemetry equipment, and other equipment and devices as directed by the Customer’s 
designated personnel. 

2. Provide assistance to the Customer in making additions or modifications to the SCADA 
system and instrumentation and control system.  This would include making applications 
software modifications as well as performing hardware (PLC, RTU, etc.) additions. 



  Orange Level Agreement 

 
1185 Beaver Ruin Road  Suite A  Norcross, Georgia 30093 
Phone: 678.325.2800  www.mrsystems.com   Page 2 of 5 

3. Provide  periodic  calibrations  of  process  measurement  equipment  such  as  tank  level 
transmitters,  pressure  transmitters,  flow  meters,  DO  analyzers,  pH  analyzers,  etc.  as 
directed by the Customer. 

 
4. Provide  assistance  to  the  Customer with  recovery  of  the  system  after  SCADA  system 

failures  due  to  computer  system  hardware  failures,  software  failures,  RTU  or  PLC 
component failures, lightning, vandalism, floods, etc. 

 
5. Provide labor and technical expertise to assist the Customer with the installation of new 

PLC equipment, process transmitters, radio equipment, or modifications to existing site 
instrumentation or other equipment. 

 
6. Provide  supplemental  training  for  plant  personnel  on  the  HMI  software  product,  PLC 

programming,  instrumentation  repairs  or  calibrations  or  other  training  relating  to  the 
overall SCADA and instrumentation system. 

 

C.  Emergency Service 
 

Upon notification by the Customer that emergency service or emergency repairs are required, MR 
Systems, Inc. will respond via phone within four (4) hours of receipt of your call. 

 

D.  Repair Parts and Instrument Repairs 
 

When replacements of components or equipment are required, MR Systems, Inc. would utilize 
spare parts from the Customer’s parts inventory whenever possible.  Service Reports, as described 
below, will  include details of any spare parts used during service visits.   This will allow you to 
replace your inventory as necessary. 

 
Components or parts not in inventory would be obtained by MR Systems, Inc.  Procurement of 
such parts would occur solely at the direction of the Customer.  For those parts obtained by MR 
Systems, Inc., we will invoice the Customer for the cost of such parts, plus a margin of 20%, plus 
shipping. 

 
Repairs of circuit boards, instruments, or other electronic equipment will also be performed by 
MR Systems, Inc. as directed by the Customer.  

 

E.  Service Reports 
 

Following each service call, a detailed Service Report will be supplied to the Customer.  This report 
will document any  repairs performed, possible  reason(s)  for  the problem(s),  suggestions as  to 
how future problems could be avoided, and an itemization of all labor and materials utilized to 
repair the problem. 
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H.  Charges 
 

Under  this Service and Maintenance Agreement,  scheduled and unscheduled  service calls and 
support will be billed as follows: 
 

Expense  Normal Business Hours  After Hours, Weekends, Holidays 

Project Management & 
Engineering Labor 

$147 per hour  1.5 times the Normal Rate 

Electrical Design Labor  $116 per hour  1.5 times the Normal Rate 

Drafting or 3D Graphics 
Design Labor 

$90 per hour  1.5 times the Normal Rate 

Field Service Tech Labor 
$109 per hour – 8 hour 

minimum 
1.5 times the Normal Rate 

Software Engineer Labor 
$126 per hour – 8 hour 

minimum 
1.5 times the Normal Rate 

Travel  Current IRS Rate 

On‐Site Living  $150.00 per day 

Supplies & Equipment  Actual Expense plus 20% Margin* 

Data Doctor Services  $126 per hour – 8 hour minimum 

Phone Support  $126 per hour – 2 hours/month included 

Software & Hardware 
Training 

$575 per person per day** 

 
*Margin is defined as  gross profit on sales price. 
**  =  Includes  hotel  and  meal  expenses.  Travel  expenses  to  and  from  Norcross,  GA  are  not 
included. If the Customer sends three or more individuals to one class, there is a 15% discount. 

 

I. Monthly Maintenance Fee 
 

MR  Systems,  Inc. will  bill  the Customer  a monthly maintenance  fee of $126.00 per month  or 
$1,512 annually to cover MR Systems’ costs for maintaining constant 24 hours per day, 7 days per 
week service support on your behalf.  This fee includes 2 hours of telephone support each month 
to answer technical questions or provide other support services.  This fee offsets the substantial 
reduction in labor rates between our “on‐demand” service rates and the “contract” rates in effect 
under this agreement.        
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Regional Manager 
David Foster, PE 

dfoster@mrsystems.com 
(678) 325-2828 Office 
(770) 519-1293 Mobile 

 
Project Manager 
Jay Simile     Richard Huff 

jsimile@mrsystems.com   rhuff@mrsystems.com 
(678) 325-2809 Office   (678) 325-2852 Office 
(770) 653-1881 Mobile   (615) 613-4902 Mobile 
 

HMI Programmer 
Carl Aquino      Lucas Jordan      

cquino@mrsystems.com   ljordan@mrsystems.com     
(678) 325-2848 Office    (678) 325-2818 Office    
(678) 209-3246 Mobile    (205) 500-2132 Mobile    

 
Qihang “Q” Zheng  
 qzheng@mrsystems.com  

(678) 325-2837 Office   
 (678) 495-7641 Mobile   
 
PLC Programmer 
Bill Tudor     Chris Bush 
 btudor@mrsystems.com    cbush@mrsystems.com  
 (678) 325-2857 Office   (678) 325-2813 Office  
 (470) 799-8090 Mobile   (770) 853-2606 Mobile  
 
Joe Adams     Len Ponn 

jadams@mrsystems.com   lponn@mrsystems.com 
(678) 325-2851 Office   (678) 325-2819 Office 
(678) 628-0837 Mobile   (770) 519-0423 Mobile 

 
Field Service Technician 
Charles Littlejohn    Frankie Green 

clittlejohn@mrsystems.com   tgreen@mrsystems.com 
(931) 206-2211 Mobile   (678) 832-7585 Mobile  
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LEASE AGREEMENT 

(Blue Ridge, Georgia) 

County of Fannin 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

This lease agreement (this “Lease”) made and entered into as of the ____ day of July, 2018 by 

and between BLUE RIDGE HOTEL, LLC., a Georgia Limited Liability Company 

(“Landlord”) and THE CITY OF BLUE RIDGE, GEORGIA, Georgia municipal corporation, 

(“Tenant”). 

W I T N E S S E T H: 

WHEREAS, Landlord is the owner of a certain tract or parcel of land as more particularly 

described in Exhibit “A” hereto, said property, together with all improvements thereon, located 

at 50 West Main Street, Blue Ridge, Georgia 30513 a/k/a the “Old Temple Baptist Church” 

(“Premises”); 

WHEREAS, Tenant desires to lease the Premises from Landlord and Landlord is willing to 

lease the Premises to Tenant on the terms and conditions set forth in this Lease; and 

WHEREAS, as provided in Section 6.30 of the City of Blue Ridge Charter, the City Council of 

the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia has approved Tenant to validly enter into said lease agreement;  

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the Premises and the acts to be performed by 

the parties hereto, and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of 

which is hereby acknowledged by the parties hereto, the parties do hereby agree each with the 

other as follows: 

1. PREMISES LEASED.  Landlord does hereby agree to lease to Tenant, and Tenant does

hereby agree to lease from Landlord, at the rent and upon the terms and conditions hereinafter set

forth, the Premises during the term hereof.

2. PURPOSE.  The Premises shall be used by Tenant for the parking of vehicles only.

3. TERM.  The initial term of this Lease shall be from July 15
th

, 2018 until November 30,
2018 or sooner at the sole discretion of Landlord with ten days written notice.  However, in no

event will this lease be terminated prior to October 31, 2018.   Upon termination of this Lease,

Tenant shall be provided reasonable time and access to remove any collection boxes/machines on the 

Premises.

4. RENT.  Tenant agrees to pay to Landlord as rental for the use of the Premises during the

term of this Lease fifty percent (50%) of the monies collected as parking fees during the Term.  This

amount shall be calculated each month by deducting reasonable expenses relating to operation of the

parking lot (costs to buy collection machine/box, etc.) which will then provide a net collection

amount.  Tenant will then pay Landlord fifty percent (50%) of said net collection amount to Landlord

as the sole rent due for use of the Premises.  Tenant agrees to maintain records accounting for these

funds as set forth above and will make said records available for review by Landlord with reasonable

notice.
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5. TAXES.   Landlord shall be responsible for all ad valorem property taxes and other

assessments levied against the Premises during the term of this Lease and which are due and payable

during the term of this Lease.

6. INSURANCE.   Tenant agrees that it will maintain its current liability insurance

coverage, will provide the same coverage for the use of the Premises and will notify the appropriate

insurer to include the parking lot operations on the Premises as a covered activity.  Any claims on

insurance that arise out of Tenant’s use of the Premises for parking vehicles shall be Tenant’s

responsibility to address and/or resolve.  Nothing in this Paragraph or Lease shall be considered a

waiver of sovereign or qualified immunity by the City of Blue Ridge, its Mayor or Council or any of

its employees.  Landlord will not cancel, or allow to lapse, any liability insurance Landlord currently

maintains.

7. MAINTENANCE AND LOGISTICS.   Tenant agrees it will be responsible for

maintenance needed to perform the parking lot operation on the Premises.   To the extent this

includes the metal cable being utilized as a fencing device, Tenant agrees said cable to be within the

definition of needed maintenance.  In addition to fencing, tenant will also maintain the current

landscaping and lawn cutting to maintain the Premises for its intended use.  However, in no event,

shall the Tenant be required to pave or re-pave areas of the Premises or re-paint or re-stripe individual

parking spaces on the Premises.   Tenant further agrees to be responsible for the logistics of operating

the parking lot and collecting the monies charged.

8. REPRESENTATIONS BY LANDLORD.  Landlord represents and warrants to Tenant

that to Landlord's knowledge, the Premises are currently in material compliance with all applicable

laws, rules, regulations and codes, including, not limited the Americans with Disabilities Act as well

as all laws, rules, regulations and codes governing hazardous wastes and hazardous substances.

Moreover, Landlord represents and warrants to Tenant that it knows of no material defect in the

structure of the improvements located on the Premises which would in any way inhibit its use as a

parking lot and that all utilities which would reasonably be required for such use are available to the

Premises.

9. LEASE CONTAINS ALL AGREEMENTS.  It is expressly understood and agreed by

and between any parties hereto that this Lease and the Exhibits attached hereto and forming a part

hereof, set forth all of the promises, agreements, conditions and understandings between Landlord, or

Landlord's agents, and Tenant relative to the Premises, and that there are no promises, agreements,

conditions or understandings, either oral or written, between them other than as set forth herein.  All

prior leases between Landlord and Tenant respecting the Premises or any portion thereof shall be

terminated as of the effective date of this Lease, whereupon the terms and conditions of this Lease

shall govern all rights and obligations of the parties with respect to the Premises.  It is further

understood and agreed that, except as herein otherwise provided, no subsequent alteration,

amendment, change or addition to this Lease shall be binding upon Landlord or Tenant unless

reduced to writing and signed by them.

10. PARTIES BOUND.  All rights and liabilities herein given to, or imposed upon, the

respective parties hereto shall extend to and bind the several and respective heirs, executors,

administrators, successors and assigns of said parties. The word “his” and “him” and “her”, wherever

stated herein shall be deemed to refer to the “Landlord” and “Tenant” whether such Landlord and

Tenant be singular or plural and irrespective of gender.  No rights, however, shall inure to the benefit

of any assignee of Tenant or Landlord unless the assignment to such assignee is either permitted

hereunder or has been approved by the other party in writing.
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11. NOTICES.  Except for legal process which may also be served as by law provided, all 

notices required or desired to be given with respect to this Lease shall be in writing and shall be 

deemed to have been given when emailed with confirmed receipt, hand delivered or three (3) days 

after deposited, postage prepaid, with the United States Postal Service (or its official successor), 

certified, return receipt requested, properly addressed as follows: 

 

To Landlord:  Blue Ridge Hotel, LLC 

                                    Tom Huegel, Managing Member 

 3075 Gant Quarters Circle 

 Marietta, GA  30068 

Email:  huegeltj@gmail.com 

Tel:  770/595-1040 

 

with a copy to:   

 

To Tenant:  Mayor Donna Whitener 

City of Blue Ridge, Georgia  

480 West First Street 

Blue Ridge, Georgia 301513 

   dwhitener@cityofblueridgega.gov 

   (706) 632-2091 

 

with a copy to:  James A. Balli, City Attorney 

   Sams, Larkin, Huff & Balli, LLP 

   376 Powder Springs Street, Suite 100 

   Marietta, Georgia 30066 

   jballi@slhb-law.com 

678-594-2205 

 

Such addresses may be changed from time to time by either party by notice to the other. 

 

12. BROKERS.  Landlord and Tenant each represents and warrants to the other that no 

broker, agent, commission salesman or other person has represented the warranting party in the 

negotiations for and procurement of this Lease and of the Premises, that no other commissions, fees 

or compensation of any kind are due and payable in connection herewith to any other person or 

entity.  Each party further warrants that any compensation arrangement with the parties excepted 

from the foregoing warranty has been reduced to writing in its entirety in a separate agreement signed 

simultaneously with or before this Lease by the party against whom the commission or compensation 

is charged. 

 

13. SEVERABILITY.  If any clause or provision of this Lease is or becomes illegal, invalid, 

or unenforceable because of present or future laws or any rule or regulation of any governmental 

body or entity, effective during its term, the intention of the parties hereto is that the remaining parts 

of this Lease shall not be affected thereby, unless the amount of Rent payable hereunder is thereby 

decreased, in which event Landlord may terminate this Lease. 

 

14. CAPTIONS.  The captions used in this Lease are for convenience only and do not in any 

way limit or amplify the terms and provisions hereof. 

 





15. SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS. The provisions of this Lease shall inure to the benefit 
of and be binding upon Landlord and Tenant, and their respective permitted successors, heirs, legal 
representatives and assigns. 

16. STATE LAW. The laws of the State of Georgia shall govern the interpretation, validity, 
performance and enforcement of this Lease. 

17. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE. Except as otherwise specifically provided herein, time is 
of the essence of this Lease. 

18. EXECUTION. This Lease may be executed in any number of counterparts, each of 
which shall be deemed an original and any of which shall be deemed to be complete in itself and be 
admissible into evidence or used for any purpose without the production of the other counterparts. 

19. FORCE MAJEURE. Either party hereto shall be excused from the performance of any 
of its obligations for the period of any delay resulting from any cause beyond its control, including, 
without limitation, all labor disputes, governmental regulations or controls, fires or other casualties, 
inability to obtain any material or services, or acts of God. 

20. PEACEFUL POSSESSION. So long as Tenant observes and performs the covenants 
and agreements contained herein, it shall at all times during the term of this Lease peacefully and 
quietly have and enjoy possession of the Premises, but always subject to the terms hereof. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed these presents the day and year 
first above written. 

LANDLORD: 

BLUE RIDGE HOTEL, LLC 

By: __________ _ 

Its: ___________ _ 
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TENANT: 

CITY OF BLUE RIDGE, GEORGIA 

By: Honorable Donna Whitener 
Its: MAYOR 



Prepared by: 

KPPBLaw 

Kirtan Patel, Esq. 

One Lakeside Commons, Suite 800 

990 Hammond Drive, NE 

Atlanta, Georgia 30328 

File Number: 4659.003 

After recording, return to: 

Republic Commercial Title Company 

Attn: Rayan-Hart Culberson 

6111 Peachtree Dunwoody Road, Bldg. D 

Atlanta, Georgia 30328 
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THIS INDENTURE is made this 301h day of November, 2017, by and between TEMPLE 

BAPTIST CHURCH, INC., a Georgia not-for-profit corporation (hereinafter called "Grantor"); 

and BLUE RIDGE HOTEL, LLC, a Georgia limited liability company (hereinafter called 

"Grantee"). The words "Grantor" and "Grantee" include the neuter, masculine and feminine 

genders, and the singular and the plural. 

W I T N E S S ET H: 

FOR AND IN CONSIDERATION of the sum of Ten Dollars ($10.00) in hand paid to 

Grantor by Grantee at or before the execution, sealing and delivery hereof, and other good and 

valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged, Grantor 

has granted, bargained, sold, aliened, conveyed, and confirmed, and by these presents does grant, 

bargain, sell, alien, convey, and confirm unto Grantee, and the successors, legal representatives 

Limited Warranty Deed Page I of2 

EXHIBIT "A" to LEASE AGREEMENT



























FIRST READING_____________ 
 

ADVERTISED _______________ 
 

PASSED____________________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE NO. ________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND REPEAL CERTAIN PORTIONS OF THE 
CITY OF BLUE RIDGE, GEORGIA ORDINANCES PERTAINING TO THE 
PROCEDURE AND OTHER MATTERS REGARDING THE CITY OF BLUE 
RIDGE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY OF BLUE RIDGE 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES; 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, finds that 

the certain changes set forth herein will be consistent with the provisions set forth in 

the City Charter, Ga. Const. Art. 9, §2, Para. IV, O.C.G.A. § 36-66-1 et seq.; 

O.C.G.A. § 36-70-1 et seq. and other applicable law;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED, AND IT IS HEREBY 

ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, as authorized by 

the City Charter and general law, as follows:  

SECTION 1 

CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 

 The following changes shall be made to Sections 31.092 of the City of Blue 

Ridge Ordinances: 

§ 31.092 ORGANIZATION, RULES OF PROCEDURE is hereby 

amended to read as follows: 



The Planning Commission shall elect its Chairperson from among its 

members who shall serve for one year or until he or her are re-elected or a successor 

is elected. The Planning Commission shall appoint a Secretary, who may be an 

employee of the City. Meetings shall be held regularly each month and at such other 

times as the Planning Commission may decide provided, however, no meeting shall 

be scheduled to begin later than 6 p.m..  The meetings may be cancelled by the 

Mayor or the Chairperson if there are not matters to be acted upon by the Planning 

Commission.  The Planning Commission shall keep minutes of its proceedings, 

showing the vote of each member upon each question before it, absent or failing to 

vote, indicating such fact, and shall keep records of its examinations and other 

official actions, all of which shall be immediately filed in the Office of the Zoning 

Administrator and shall be a public record.   Subject to approval by the City 

Attorney, tThe Planning Commission may adopt by-laws or its own rules of 

procedure, but said rules of procedure shall comply with the requirements of Georgia 

law regarding zoning matters as set forth at O.C.G.A. § 36-66-1 et seq.  Meetings of 

the Planning Commission shall comply with the Open Meetings Act under Georgia 

law.  Three members of the Planning Commission shall constitute a quorum.  A 

majority of the quorum present in a meeting of the Planning Commission may take 

action on any matter before it.   A voting decision resulting in a tie vote shall cause 



the matter to be forwarded to the Mayor and City Council as a “no recommendation” 

and shall not be a recommendation of denial or approval. 

ARTICLE 23 - ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

The following changes shall be made to Sections 23.2 and of the City of Blue 

Ridge Zoning Ordinance: 

23.2 Organization shall be amended to read as follows: 

The Board shall elect one of its members as Chairman, who shall serve for 

one year or until he is re-elected or his successor is elected.  Meetings of the Board 

shall be held regularly each month and at such times as the Board may decide 

provided, however, that no meeting shall start later than 6:00 p.m..  The meetings 

may be canceled by the Mayor or the Chairman if there are no matters to be acted 

upon by the Board.  The Board shall keep minutes of its proceedings, showing the 

vote of each member upon each question or if absent or failing to vote, indicating 

such fact, and shall keep records of its examinations and other official actions, all of 

which shall be immediately filed in the Office of the Zoning Administrator and shall 

be a public record.  

23.4-3   Hearing Procedure:   

 Subject to approval by the City Attorney, tThe Board shall adopt such rules 

and regulations for the conduct of the public hearings as are consistent with State 



law and are appropriate to its responsibilities, which shall be published and available 

to the public, including rules on the presentation of evidence.  

SECTION 2: 
  

REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES TO REMOVE CONFLICT 
 

 All parts of ordinances in conflict with the terms of this ordinance are hereby 

repealed to the extent of the conflict, but it is hereby provided that any ordinance or 

law which may be applicable hereto and aid in carrying out and making effective the 

intent, purpose and provisions hereof, is hereby adopted as a part hereof and shall be 

legally construed to be in favor of upholding this Ordinance on behalf of the City of 

Blue Ridge, Georgia.  This numbering of this ordinance may be changed for 

inclusion within the Zoning Ordinance or as such other place as may be deemed 

appropriate to codify all ordinances.  In the event this Ordinance goes into effect and 

any City Council Person fails to appoint a person to either the Planning Commission 

or the Zoning Board of Appeals, the Mayor shall appoint a member or members to 

serve until such time as an appointment to both boards are made by all 

Councilmembers. 

SECTION 3. 
 

SEVERABILITY 
 

 If any paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase or any other portion 

of this Ordinance should be declared invalid or unconstitutional by any Court of 



competent jurisdiction or if the provisions of any part of this Ordinance as applied 

to any particular person, situation or set of circumstances is declared invalid or 

unconstitutional, such invalidity shall not be construed to affect the provisions of 

this Ordinance not so held to be invalid, or the application of this Ordinance to other 

circumstances not so held to be invalid.  It is hereby declared to be the legislative 

intent of the City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia to provide for separate 

and divisible parts and it does hereby adopt any and all parts hereof as may not be 

held invalid for any reason. 

SECTION 4.  
 

EFFECTIVE DATE 
 

The effective date of this Ordinance shall be immediately upon its passage 

by the City Council and execution by the Mayor or upon fifteen (15) days expiring 

from the date of its passage without a veto of said Ordinance by the Mayor as set 

forth in the City Charter at Section 3.23(b). 

 
  

 

 

  

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                     



 SO ORDAINED, this ____ day of______________, 2018. 

      BLUE RIDGE CITY COUNCIL 
 
 
      By:        
 Mayor 
 
        
 Councilperson 
 
        
 Councilperson 
 
        
 Councilperson 
 
        
 Councilperson 
 
        
 Councilperson 
Attest: 
      
Kelsey Ledford, City Clerk 
 



City of Blue Ridge
480 West First Street
Blue Ridge, GA 30513

Date 6/27/2018
Invoice No. A18006

Audit of financial statements for the year ended December 31, 2017 13,500.00$       

Current Amount Due This Invoice 13,500.00$       

Please remit payment to the name and address listed above.

WELCH, WALKER & ASSOCIATES, PC, CPAs
540 North Main Street
Jasper, Georgia   30143

(706) 253-3700



Invoice LGMN00000004715

Description

Date

Page 1 of 1

BLU10 DELIVERY

PO Number Customer No. Salesperson ID Shipping Method Payment Terms

Unit Price Ext PriceOrdered Item Number

6/15/2018

Remit To: Harris Computer Systems

62133 Collections Center Drive

Chicago, IL 60693-0621

Ship to Bill to

Blue Ridge, City of

Mr. Bill Sowers / Alicia   (A/P)

480 West First Street

Blue Ridge, GA 30513

USA

Blue Ridge, City of

Mr. Bill Sowers / Alicia   (A/P)

480 West First Street

Blue Ridge, GA 30513

USA

Due Upon Receipt

CSI-HLG MAINT SF Accounts Payable: August 2018 to July 2019 US$2,260.82 US$2,260.82  1.00

CSI-HLG MAINT SF Budget Preparation: August 2018 to July 2019 US$1,910.11 US$1,910.11  1.00

CSI-HLG MAINT SF Check Reconciliation: August 2018 to July 2019 US$634.78 US$634.78  1.00

CSI-HLG MAINT SF Fund Ledger: August 2018 to July 2019 US$3,057.91 US$3,057.91  1.00

CSI-HLG MAINT SF System Manager: August 2018 to July 2019 US$956.51 US$956.51  1.00

CSI-HLG MAINT SF Occupational Tax: August 2018 to July 2019 US$1,521.72 US$1,521.72  1.00

CSI-HLG MAINT SF Cash Collections: August 2018 to July 2019 US$1,144.91 US$1,144.91  1.00

CSI-HLG MAINT SF Tax Manager: August 2018 to July 2019 US$2,086.90 US$2,086.90  1.00

CSI-HLG MAINT SF Annual Tax Update: August 2018 to July 2019 US$1,545.85 US$1,545.85  1.00

CSI-HLG MAINT SF Utility Billing: August 2018 to July 2019 US$4,405.69 US$4,405.69  1.00

CSI-HLG MAINT SF Itron Utility Handheld Interface: August 2018 to July 2019 US$927.51 US$927.51  1.00

CSI-HLG MAINT SF Utility Billing Work Orders: August 2018 to July 2019 US$927.51 US$927.51  1.00

CSI-HLG MAINT SF Application Delivery Software Support: August 2018 to July 

2019

US$3,509.71 US$3,509.71  1.00

CSI-HLG TPM SF DeliveryPoint Application License 1 Year Maint: August 2018 to 

July 2019

US$667.81 US$667.81  1.00

CSI-HLG MAINT SF SmartQuery: August 2018 to July 2019 US$293.05 US$293.05  1.00

CSI-HLG MAINT SF Construction Permits: August 2018 to July 2019 US$794.94 US$794.94  1.00

CSI-HLG SAAS SF MYGOVHUB Online Utility Payments Annual Subscription: August 

2018 to July 2019

US$2,048.53 US$2,048.53  1.00

CSI-HLG TPM SF Basic Gemini Data Backup & Recovery included: August 2018 to 

July 2019

US$0.00 US$0.00  1.00

Please note we do require 90-day written notice in order to cancel modules without a penalty fee.
Subtotal

Misc

Tax

Freight

Total

US$28,694.26 

US$0.00 

US$0.00 

US$0.00 

US$0.00 

US$28,694.26 

Trade DiscountInvoice Questions? Please call Brenda Leishman, 1-888-847-7747 ext 2619 or e-mail 

BLeishman@harriscomputer.com





















Proposal # 49844

TO: BLUE RIDGE (CITY OF) WPCP
480 West Main Street
Blue Ridge, Georgia 30513 
USA

PROJECT: BLUE RIDGE WPCP, GA
Blue Ridge, GA 
USA-MUN

Aftermarket

ATN: JAMES WEAVER PROPOSAL DATE:

If billing and/or shipping address is different, please advise.

July  3, 2018

Qty Description Unit Price Total Price

We are pleased to quote, for acceptance within 60 days of this date, prices and terms on equipment 
listed below.  Shipment of equipment will be completed 2* weeks after receipt of purchase order with 
mutually acceptable terms and conditions, subject to credit approval. *Note:  Availability is quoted on 
an in-stock basis and may vary at the time of order.

$8,979.606 Foot FRP Decanter Float/Seal Assembly3 $2,993.20

Notes:
1. Freight charges are not included in this proposal.  Freight charges will be prepaid with actual 
charges to be added to invoice.
2. Startup supervision is not included.
3. Payable net 30 days from date of shipment subject to credit review, no retainage allowed.
4. State and/or local taxes will be charged unless we receive a valid resale/exemption certificate.

Pricing Summary

Equipment and/or Accessories: $8,979.60

Total Job Price: $8,979.60

Material and/or services not specifically listed in this proposal are not included in the quoted TOTAL JOB PRICE and are 
to be supplied by others.

Goods quoted above will be sold subject to the terms and conditions of sale set forth on the face hereof and the following
pages entitled "Terms and Conditions of Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. (A MetaWater Company)": Any different or additional 
terms are hereby objected to.
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Proposal Date: July  3, 2018 Proposal # 49844

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF AQUA-AEROBIC SYSTEMS, INC. (A Metawater Company) 
Page 1 of 2 

This offer and all of the goods and sales of Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. are subject only to the following terms and conditions.  The acceptance of any 
order resulting from this proposal is based on the express condition that the Buyer agrees to all the terms and conditions herein contained.  Any terms 
and conditions in any order, which are in addition to or inconsistent with the following, shall not be binding upon Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc.  This 
proposal and any contract resulting therefrom, shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Illinois, without regard 
to conflicts of laws principles. 
 
PAYMENT 
Unless specifically stated otherwise, quoted terms are Net 30 Days from shipping date. Past-due charges are 1.5% per month and will apply only on 
any past-due balance.  Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. does not allow retainage of any invoice amount, unless authorized in writing by an authorized 
representative of our Loves Park, Illinois office. 
 
DURATION OF QUOTATION 
This proposal of Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. shall in no event be effective more than 30 days from date thereof, unless specifically stated otherwise, 
and is subject to change at any time prior to acceptance. 
 
SHIPMENT 
Shipping dates are not a guarantee of a particular day of shipment and are approximate, being based upon present production information, and are 
subject to change per the production schedules existing at time of receipt of purchase order.  Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. shall not be responsible for 
any delay in shipment for causes beyond its control including, but not limited to, war, riots, strikes, labor trouble causing interruption of work, fires,  
other casualties, transportation delays, modification of order, any act of governmental authorities or acts of God. Quoted shipment dates in this 
proposal are approximate dates goods will be shipped and, unless agreed to in writing by Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc., Buyer may not postpone or 
delay the dates of shipment of goods from our plant or from our supplier's plants beyond the dates set forth in this proposal. 
 
TITLE AND RISK OF LOSS 
All prices and all shipments of goods are F.O.B. Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc.'s plant at Loves Park, Illinois unless specifically stated otherwise.  
Delivery of the goods sold hereunder to the carrier shall be deemed delivery to the Buyer, and upon such delivery, title to such goods and risk of loss 
or damage shall be upon Buyer. 
 
TAXES 
Prices quoted do not include any taxes, customs duties, or import fees. Buyer shall pay any and all use, sales, privilege or other tax or customs duties 
or import fees levied by any governmental authority with respect to the sale or transportation of any goods covered hereby.  If Aqua-Aerobic Systems, 
Inc. is required by any taxing authority to collect or to pay any such tax, duty or fee, the Buyer shall be separately billed at such time for the amounts 
Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. is required to pay. 
 
INSURANCE 
Unless the goods are sold on a CIF basis, the Buyer shall provide marine insurance for all risks, including war and general coverage. 
 
SECURITY  
If at any time the financial responsibility of the Buyer becomes unsatisfactory to Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc., or Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. 
otherwise deems itself insecure as to receipt of full payment of the purchase price from Buyer hereunder, Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. reserves the 
right to require payment in advance or security or guarantee satisfactory to Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. of payment in full of the purchase price. 
 
LIMITATION OF ACTION 
No action shall be brought against Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. for any breach of its contract of sale more than two years after the accrual of the cause 
of action thereof, and, in no event, unless the Buyer shall first have given written notice to Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc., of any claim of breach of 
contract within 30 days after the discovery thereof. 
 
CANCELLATION CLAUSE 
No acceptance of this proposal, by purchase order or otherwise, may be modified except by written consent of Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. nor may it 
be cancelled except by prior payment to Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. the following sums as liquidated damages therefore: 1) If cancellation is prior to 
commencement of production and prior to the assumption of any obligations by Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. for any materials or component parts, a 
sum equal to 15% of the total purchase price; 2) If cancellation is after the commencement of production or after the assumption of any obligations by 
Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. for any materials or component parts, a sum equal to the total of the direct, out-of-pocket expenses incurred to the date of 
cancellation for labor, machine time, materials and any charges made to us by suppliers for cancellation, plus 30% of the total purchase price. All 
charges and expenses shall be as determined by Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. In the event any items are used by Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. to fill a 
subsequent order, then upon receipt of payment for such order, Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. shall pay the Buyer a sum equal to the direct       out-of-
pocket expenses previously charged and received from Buyer. 
 
PROPRIETARY INFORMATION 
This proposal, including all descriptive data, drawings, material, information and know-how disclosed by Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. to Buyer in 
relation hereto is confidential information intended solely for the confidential use of Buyer, shall remain the property of Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. 
and shall not be disclosed or otherwise used to the disadvantage or detriment of Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. in any manner. 
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Proposal Date: July  3, 2018 Proposal # 49844

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF AQUA-AEROBIC SYSTEMS, INC. (A Metawater Company) 
Page 2 of 2 

QUALIFIED ACCEPTANCE AND INDEMNITY 
In the event the acceptance of this proposal by Buyer either is contingent upon or subject to the approval by any third party such as, but not limited to, 
a consulting engineer, with respect to goods, parts, materials, descriptive data, drawings, calculations, or any other matter, then upon such approval by 
any third party, Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. shall have no liability to Buyer or to any third party so long as the goods sold and delivered by Aqua-
Aerobic Systems, Inc. conform to this proposal.  In the event any such third party requires modifications in the proposal prior to the approval thereof, 
Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. may at its sole option and without liability to any party elect to cancel this proposal or return the purchase order to Buyer. 
In the event Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. elects to modify this proposal to conform to the requirements for approval by any third party, Aqua-Aerobic 
Systems, Inc. in such event shall have no liability to Buyer or to any third party so long as the goods sold and delivered by Aqua-Aerobic Systems, 
Inc. conform to this proposal as modified. 
 
Buyer agrees to indemnify and save harmless Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. from and against all costs and expenses and liability of any kind 
whatsoever arising out of or in connection with claims by third parties so long as the goods sold hereunder conform to the requirements of this 
proposal as approved by any third party. 
 
WARRANTY; LIMITATION OF LIABILITY; AND DISCLAIMER 
In return for purchase and full payment for Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. goods, we warrant new goods provided by us to be free from defects in 
materials and workmanship under normal conditions and use for a period of one year from the date the goods are put into service, or eighteen months 
from date of shipment (whichever first occurs).  If the goods include an “Endura Series” motor, the complete Endura Series unit shall be warranted by 
Aqua-Aerobic to be free from defects in materials and workmanship under normal conditions and use for three years from the date the product is put 
into service or 42 months from the date of shipment (whichever occurs first).   
 
OUR OBLIGATION UNDER THIS WARRANTY IS EXPRESSLY AND EXCLUSIVELY LIMITED to replacing or repairing (at our factory 
at Loves Park, Illinois) any part or parts returned to our factory with transportation charges prepaid, and which our examination shall show to have 
been defective. Prior to return of any goods or its parts to our factory, Buyer shall notify Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. of claimed defect, and       Aqua-
Aerobic Systems, Inc. shall have the privilege of examining the goods at Buyer's place of business at or where the goods have otherwise been placed 
in service. In the event this examination discloses no defect, Buyer shall have no authority to return the goods or parts to our factory for the further 
examination or repair. All goods or parts shall be returned to Buyer, F.O.B. Loves Park, Illinois. This warranty shall not apply to any goods or part 
which has been repaired or altered outside our factory, or applied, operated or installed contrary to our instruction, or subjected to misuse, chemical 
attack/degradation, negligence or accident. This warranty and any warranty and guaranty of process or performance shall no longer be applicable or 
valid if any product, including any software program, supplied by Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc., is modified or altered without the written approval of 
Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc.  Our warranty on accessories and component parts not manufactured by us is expressly limited to that of the manufacturer 
thereof. 
 
THE FOREGOING WARRANTY IS MADE IN LIEU OF ALL OTHER WARRANTIES, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, AND OF 
ALL OTHER LIABILITIES AND OBLIGATIONS ON OUR PART, INCLUDING ANY LIABILITY FOR NEGLIGENCE, 
STRICT LIABILITY, OR OTHERWISE; AND ANY IMPLIED WARRANTY OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS 
FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE IS EXPRESSLY DISCLAIMED; AND WE EXPRESSLY DENY THE RIGHT OF ANY 
OTHER PERSON TO INCUR OR ASSUME FOR US ANY OTHER LIABILITY IN CONNECTION WITH THE SALE OF 
ANY GOODS PROVIDED BY US.  THERE ARE NO WARRANTIES OR GUARANTEES OF PERFORMANCE UNLESS 
SPECIFICALLY STATED OTHERWISE. 
 
UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES, INCLUDING ANY CLAIM OF NEGLIGENCE, STRICT LIABILITY, OR OTHERWISE, 
SHALL AQUA-AEROBIC SYSTEMS, INC. BE LIABLE FOR ANY INCIDENTAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES, 
COSTS OF CONNECTING, DISCONNECTING, OR ANY LOSS OR DAMAGE RESULTING FROM A DEFECT IN THE 
GOODS.  LIMIT OF LIABILITY:  AQUA-AEROBIC SYSTEMS, INC.’S TOTAL LIABILITY UNDER THE ABOVE 
WARRANTY IS LIMITED TO THE REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT OF ANY DEFECTIVE PART.  THE REMEDIES SET 
FORTH HEREIN ARE EXCLUSIVE, AND OUR LIABILITY WITH RESPECT TO ANY CONTRACT OR SALE, OR 
ANYTHING DONE IN CONNECTION THEREWITH, WHETHER IN CONTRACT, IN TORT, UNDER ANY 
WARRANTY, OR OTHERWISE, SHALL NOT, IN ANY CASE, EXCEED THE PRICE OF THE GOODS UPON WHICH 
SUCH LIABILITY IS BASED. 
 
Final acceptance of this proposal must be given to Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. at their office in Loves Park, Illinois.  Please 
acknowledge acceptance by signing the proposal and returning it to Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. 

Accepted by: Offer Respectfully Submitted,

By:
Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc.

Date:
Tim Lamont, Senior Customer Service Representative
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City of Blue Ridge 
Workshop Meeting Minutes 

City Hall 
480 West First Street 

August 14, 2018 at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Present: Mayor Donna Whitener 
Council Members Robbie Cornelius,  
Nathan Fitts, Kenneth Gaddis,  
Rhonda Haight and Harold Herndon 
City Clerk Kelsey Ledford 
City Attorney James Balli 
Planning, Zoning and Project Manager 
Jeff Stewart 
 

1) Call Meeting to Order: 
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to call the meeting to order. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

2) Downtown Development Authority—Ann Arnold: 
Ann Arnold introduced herself and informed the Mayor and Council of her credentials and 
experience with downtown development. 
She informed the Council of her experience with a project involving parking solutions for 
downtown and explained how a Downtown Development Authority (DDA) could assist the City 
with such a project. 
Ms. Arnold explained that a DDA could enter into agreements for a maximum of fifty (50) years. 
Council Member Nathan Fitts asked what type of agreements the DDA could execute that would 
be for that amount of time. She explained that a parking lease could be made up to a term of 50 
years maximum or for as long as the property owner was is willing to lease the property 
(whichever comes first).  
Council Member Nathan Fitts asked for some clarity on the grant that Ms. Arnold had previously 
mentioned in regards to the parking solution she was involved in. He asked who applied for the 
grant, the DDA or City. She explained that it was the DDA and that the grant was specifically 
written to be used on a specific project.  
Ms. Arnold gave some information in regards to a Business Improvement District (BID), which 
would allow the DDA to impose a tax just on the business district in order to collect funds for the 
DDA.  
Council Member Rhonda Haight asked if Ms. Arnold could expound on the DDA board and the 
term of each member. Ms. Arnold explained that the board is made up of seven (7) members 
and that the initial board members would have staggered terms. She continued to explain that 
after the initial terms were up each term thereafter would be for four (4) years.  

Kelsey
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Council Member Rhonda Haight asked if the DDA could be abolished at any point after its 
creation. Ms. Arnold replied that the DDA could not be abolished.  
Mayor Donna Whitener asked about budgeting and who funds the DDA. Ms. Arnold replied that 
the City funded the DDA as it was a department of the City, but that there were different ways 
to fund the DDA. She also posed the question of why create a department that you do not plan 
on funding. 
Council Member Nathan Fitts asked about any liabilities or negative aspects that the Council 
should be aware of. Ms. Arnold answered that funding was the biggest issue with most 
municipalities as well as the possibility of not being able to fill positions on the board or the 
possibility of the Council not picking the correct members for the board.  
Council Member Rhonda Haight asked if the Council could serve on the board. Ms. Arnold 
replied that yes, but that the term is only for the extent of their elected term.  
Ms. Arnold explained that the City could set policy in regards to what authority the DDA could 
have. 
Council Member Rhonda Haight asked if the City of Blue Ridge was considered too small for a 
DDA. Ms. Arnold explained that any City can have a DDA that only focuses on downtown.  
Council Member Nathan Fitts asked about a happy median of serving both downtown and 
residents. Ms. Arnold mentioned that if the City had a DDA it would serve downtown and that 
the Council would be able to focus more on the residents.  
Council Member Rhonda Haight asked how to determine setting the district for the DDA. Ms. 
Arnold explained that typically the City’s Central Business District (CBD) is designated as the DDA 
district as well since the CBD is the downtown.  
Council Member Nathan Fitts asked if she had seen any loans default during her experience. Ms. 
Arnold answered that in her seventeen (17) years at Rome, while writing forty (40) loan 
applications that received nine (9) million dollars in funds; only one (1) loan defaulted. She 
explained that the bank that the loan was from went under during the 2008 recession and that it 
was not of any fault of the City or DDA. She continued to state that the City nor DDA have any 
type of liability in these types of loans. She explained a ratio of 50/40/10; which she went on to 
explain that fifty percent (50%) of the money comes from the bank, forty percent (40%) comes 
from the loan programs and ten percent (10%) is owner’s equity. She explained that the bank 
takes the first position, second is the Department of Community Affairs (DCA) and third is the 
Georgia Cities Foundation. She continued to state that the DDA is the applicant or conduit for 
the business/developer to obtain the loan program or be the sub recipient.  
Christy Arp with the County Development Authority spoke about her experience with obtaining 
the loan programs.  
Council Member Kenneth Gaddis asked about the possibility of lawsuits and the liability 
associated with having a DDA. Ms. Arnold asked if an attorney was present who could answer 
that question. City Attorney James Balli stated that anyone can sue anybody, however that does 
not mean that they will win the suit. 
Council Member Rhonda Haight asked if it was the City’s responsibility to hire a full time DDA 
Director and whether the Director was considered an employee of the City or the DDA. Ms. 
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City of Blue Ridge 
Council Meeting Minutes 

City Hall 
480 West First Street 

August 14, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Present: Mayor Donna Whitener 
Council Members Robbie Cornelius,  
Nathan Fitts, Kenneth Gaddis,  
Rhonda Haight and Harold Herndon 
City Clerk Kelsey Ledford 
City Attorney James Balli 
Planning, Zoning and Project  
Manager Jeff Stewart 
 

1) Call Meeting to Order: 
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to call the meeting to order. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

2) Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance: 
Council Member Robbie Cornelius offered a word of prayer followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 

3) Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting: 
a) Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the July 10, 2018 Council Meeting 

Minutes (includes Executive Session Minutes). The motion was seconded by Council 
Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

4) Approval of Agenda or Motion to Amend Agenda (if applicable): 
No motion or discussion.  
 

5) Council Meeting Rules of Procedures Amendment: 
City Attorney James Balli gave a summary of the attached Council Meeting Rules of Procedures 
Amendment. A section was added to give guidelines for public hearings. Council Member 
Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the amendment. The motion was seconded by Council 
Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

Second Public Hearing for Rezoning Requests: 
6) Chad Bowers, 3300 East First Street, Proposed CBD from C1: 

City Attorney James Balli opened the public hearing and summarized the Planning Commission’s 
recommendation (attached) to rezone the subject property to CBD on the condition that the 
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existing structure may not be enlarged such that it moves any closer to the common property 
line adjoining properties identified as BR 02-008 and BR 02-019 on the attached Exhibit “A” and 
that any buffer requirement for the existing structure be waived. 
a) Chad Bowers was present and was given ten (10) minutes to present his case. He briefly 

discussed his desire to rezone the property from C1 to CBD in order to convert the existing 
building, located on the subject property, into a restaurant. 

b) There was none in attendance to speak in opposition of the request. 
c) Planning Commission Recommendation from First Public Hearing on August 1, 2018 was 

presented by City Attorney James Balli in his opening statement. 
d) City Attorney James Balli gave a summary of the minor land use map amendment, stated 

that there would be no additional hearings on the request and that the Council would make 
the final decision at the next Council Meeting.  
 

7) Brenda Battaglia, Ada Street, Proposed C2 from C1: 
City Attorney James Balli opened the public hearing and summarized the Planning Commission’s 
recommendation (attached) to rezone the subject properties to C2.  
a)  Brenda Battaglia was present and was given ten (10) minutes to present her case. She 

discussed her desire to rezone the property from C1 to C2 in order to construct a grille and 
sports complex. She discussed the possibility of incorporating tiny homes for nightly rental as 
well as some other ideas she might have in mind.  

b)  Larry Versyn stated that he had concerns in regards to tiny homes.  
c)  Planning Commission Recommendation from First Public Hearing on August 1, 2018 was 

presented by City Attorney James Balli in his opening statement.  
d)  Council Member Rhonda Haight asked Ms. Battaglia to clarify what she meant in regards to 

tiny homes and she briefly expounded. City Attorney James Balli gave a summary of the minor 
land use map amendment, stated that there would be no additional hearings on the request 
and that the Council would make the final decision at the next Council Meeting. 

 
Public Comments (for all speakers who have signed up the previous week): 

8) Cesar Martinez—Blue Ridge Business Association: 
Cesar Martinez with the Blue Ridge Business Association discussed Safezone, the portable 
restroom trailer and DDA.  

9)  
10)  
11)  
12)  

 
Action Agenda Items (Items requiring the approval of the Council): 

13) Alcohol Ordinance Amendment (Second Reading and Adoption): 
City Attorney James Balli gave a brief summary of the ordinance amendment and stated that the 
Council would be voting on each section of the amendment separately.  
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Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the Section 110.45-3 amendment. 
The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. By way of roll call vote, the Council 
voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the Section 110.45-34(f) amendment. 
The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. By way of roll call vote, the 
Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the Section 110.45-14 amendment. 
The motion was seconded by Council Member Harold Herndon. By way of roll call vote, the 
Council voted 3-2 with Council Members Nathan Fitts and Robbie Cornelius opposed. Motion 
carried.  
Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the Section 110.45-23(Fees) 
amendment. The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. Council Member 
Kenneth Gaddis amended the motion to add the condition that the Council has the discretion to 
waive said fee for a non-profit. Council Member Nathan Fitts confirmed Mr. Gaddis’ 
amendment. By way of roll call vote, the Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the amendment Section 110.45-35 
(Days and Hours of Operation) Subsection (b). The motion was seconded by Council Member 
Robbie Cornelius. By way of roll call vote, the Council voted 3-2 with Council Member Kenneth 
Gaddis and Council Member Nathan Fitts opposed. Motion carried.  
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the amendment Section 110.45-35 
Subsection (a). The motion did not receive a second. Council Member Kenneth Gaddis asked City 
Attorney James Balli to explain this amendment. He explained that this amendment was a 
housekeeping amendment. The Council wanted to review the original ordinance prior to voting 
on this subsection amendment. Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to deny the 
amendment to Section 110.45-35 Subsection (a). The motion was seconded by Council Member 
Kenneth Gaddis. By way of roll call vote, the Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the amendment to Section 110.45-35 
Subsection (c), with the condition to only apply to the holidays listed in 110.45-35 Subsection 
(b). The motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. By way of roll call voted, 
the Council voted 4-1 with Council Member Kenneth Gaddis opposed. Motion carried.  
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the amendment to Section 110.45-
50(b)(2). The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. By way of roll call vote, the 
Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the amendment to Section 110.45-
50(b)(2)(E). The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. By way of roll call vote, 
the Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the amendment to Section 110.45-
50(b)(2)(H). The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. By way of roll call 
vote, the Council voted 3-2 with Council Member Kenneth Gaddis and Council Member Robbie 
Cornelius opposed. Motion carried.  
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Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the amendment to Section 110.45-
50(b)(2)(H)(4) . The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. By way of roll call 
vote, the Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the amendment of Section 110.45-
50(b)(2)(H) Subsection (10). The motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. By 
way of roll call vote, the Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the amendment of Section 110.45-
52(c). The motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. By way of roll call vote, 
the Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. The ordinance will be codified and available to the public 
at the earliest convenience of City staff. The presented ordinance is attached.  
 

14) Sidewalk Ordinance Amendment (Second Reading and Adoption): 
City Attorney James Balli gave a brief summary of the Sidewalk Ordinance Amendment 
(attached). Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the ordinance 
amendment. The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 5-0. 
Motion carried.  
 

15) Zoning/Variance Forms and Zoning Ordinance Amendment (First Reading): 
City Attorney James Balli gave a brief summary of the new rezoning and variance request 
applications and the ordinance amendment adopting the new forms.  
 

16) Street Abandonment: 
City Attorney James Balli gave a brief summary of the Right-of-Way or Street Abandonment 
applications and the procedure for the public to follow when making such a request. Council 
Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to adopt the proposed applications (attached). The 
motion was seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 5-0. Motion 
carried.  
 

17) Carter & Sloope Task Release No. 18 (Fire Flow Evaluation for Hwy 515/Ballewtown Road Area: 
The Mayor and Council were presented with Task Release No. 18 from Carter & Sloope in the 
amount of $4,750 for tasks related to the fire flow evaluation for Hwy 515/Ballewtown Road 
area (attached). Council Member Kenneth Gaddis made a motion to approve the task release. 
The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 5-0. Motion 
carried. 
 

18) ARC Architect Letter of Agreement with R. Design Works: 
The Mayor and Council were presented with a Letter of Agreement from R. Design Works in the 
amount of $60,000 for the architectural work for the ARC (Appalachian Regional Commission) 
project – the Depot Plaza Expansion (attached). Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion 
to approve the agreement. The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The 
Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
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19) Parking Lot Proposal: 

The City received one proposal for the parking lot project near City Hall. The Mayor and Council 
were presented with a proposal from CSC Design, Inc. in the amount of $11,250 (attached). 
After some discussion in regards to design, number of parking spaces the lot would provide and 
getting input from BRSR (Blue Ridge Scenic Railway) representatives, Council Member Nathan 
Fitts made a motion to approve the proposal. The motion was seconded by Council Member 
Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

Purchasing Approvals: 
20) EPD Invoice No. DW-2019-005786: 

The Mayor and Council were presented with invoice number DW-2019-005789 in the amount of 
$7,610 from EPD (attached). The Council was notified that the invoice was for the annual lab 
testing. Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the invoice. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 
 

21) Engineered Restorations, Inc. Proposal for Water Treatment Plant: 
The Mayor and Council were presented with a quote from Engineered Restorations, Inc. in the 
amount of $5,875 (attached) for the hydrophilic injection/coatings at the Water Treatment 
Plant. Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve. The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

22) 2018 Ford Explorer for Police Department: 
The Mayor and Council were presented with P.O. No. 28549 (attached) for the purchase of a 
2018 Ford Explorer to replace a totaled 2015 Ford Explorer. The total amount for the 2018 
model is $25,878.18 minus the insurance proceeds of $17,555. Therefore, Council Member 
Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve an additional $8,323 for the purchase of the 2018 
Ford Explorer. The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 5-
0. Motion carried.  
 

23) Police Department Vehicle Purchase: 
The Police Chief discussed the need to replace two older model Crown Vic’s with newer Ford 
Explorers. The City received a quote from North Georgia Ford in the amount of $25,878 and 
Mountain Valley Motors in the amount of $29,075. Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion 
to approve the purchase of two Ford Explorers from North Georgia Ford. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

24) Truck Purchases for Water and Park Department: 
Mayor Donna Whitener requested that the Council approve transferring the four wheel drive 
(4WD) truck from the Parks Department to the Water Department and purchasing a two wheel 
drive (2WD) truck for the Parks Department. She stated that North Georgia Ford was the low 
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bidder at $21,043. Council Member Kenneth Gaddis made a motion to approve the quote from 
North Georgia Ford for the two wheel drive truck. The motion was seconded by Council 
Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
The Mayor and Council discussed the confusion over the four wheel drive (4WD) truck quotes 
for the Water Department. Mayor Donna Whitener stated that F250s and F150s were quoted 
and none of the quotes had the utility bed included. Council Member Kenneth Gaddis was in 
favor of approving the F250 quotes because it could be used for various projects. A decision was 
not made at this meeting, until further review can be done.  

25) Security Gate at City Shop:
The Mayor and Council were presented with two quotes for a security gate at the City shop.
Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the quote from Automated Creations
in the amount of $10,023 (attached). The motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie
Cornelius. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.

Discussion Agenda Items (Items for discussion only): 

26) Executive Session (if needed)—Personnel / Land Sale/Acquisition:
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to close the meeting for an executive session for 
the purpose of discussing personnel and land sale/acquisition. The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.
After a time of closed session, Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to open the 
meeting back up to the public. The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. 
The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to hire Derrick Callihan full-time as a laborer in 
the Street Department at $12.50 per hour.  The motion was seconded by Council Member 
Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to hire Jeryl Fortenberry as a laborer in the 
Water Department at $12.50 per hour. The motion was seconded by Council Member Kenneth 
Gaddis. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to take Jeff Stewart off of his probation period 
and raise his pay to $20.00 per hour effective next pay period. The raise was given since he has 
been taking on additional responsibilities. The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan 
Fitts. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to complete a sell of property (0.017) that 
adjoins the Police Department, located at 287 Church Street for the amount of $10,000 and the 
condition that the purchaser move the existing fence at their cost. A survey of the property and 
quit claim deed is attached. The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The 
Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to take Tony Galloway off of his probation 
period and to give him a $0.50 per hour raise effective next pay period. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.
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Blue Ridge City Council Meeting Rules of Procedures 

 
The purpose of having City Council Meeting Rules of Procedure is to ensure that the 
elected governing body of the City of Blue Ridge can effectively and efficiently conduct 
official city business in a productive, professional and timely manner. 

 
City Council Meetings 

 
This City Council Meeting Rules of Procedure policy shall apply to all regular meetings 
held by the Blue Ridge Mayor and City Council.  Town hall meetings or other meeting 
which meet the definition of an “open meeting” under Georgia’s Open Meetings Act shall 
be conducted in the manner deemed appropriate by the Mayor and Council.   Pursuant to 
Section 3.13 of the Charter, special called meetings will be limited to only the item listed 
in the call and no other business or public comment shall be allowed. 
 
The Agenda 

Meeting Rules of Procedure for Agenda Items are listed as follows: 
 
a. Agenda items referenced to in the following rules, include all items listed on the agenda 
including Mayor and Council Reports.  Public Comment rules and requirements are listed 
under Public Comments.  
 
b. The Mayor and Council shall make reasonable effort to have agenda items on the 
agenda within seven (7) calendar days of the meeting. However, subject to these Rules, if 
the Mayor or a Council Member deems it necessary to add to the agenda less than seven 
(7) calendar days prior to the meeting, said elected official may do so at his or her 
discretion. The City Clerk may suggest that an item be added and such item shall be added 
with the concurrence of either the Mayor or a Council Member.   In no event, however, 
shall any item be added to the Agenda later than 4:30 p.m. the day before the meeting so 
that the City Clerk has ample time to prepare copies of the Agenda and meeting material 
for Council Members and to provide notice to the public.   If revisions to the Agenda are 
necessary or desired after the 4:30 p.m. deadline discussed above, the Mayor or member of 
the City Council must make a request for a “motion to amend the agenda” to include the 
item be placed on the Agenda and that Motion must carry by majority vote of a quorum.     
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c. The agenda may be posted seven (7) calendar days in advance of the meeting at the City 
Hall and in the event the agenda changes, the new agenda may be revised and posted at the 
earliest reasonable convenience of the City Clerk. 
 
d. Agenda items shall be listed in the appropriate category and listed in the following 
order, however, the Agenda may be adjusted at the discretion of the Mayor. 

1. Call Meeting to Order 
2. Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance 
3. Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting. 
4. Approval of Agenda or Motion to Amend Agenda (if applicable). 
5. Public Comment (for all speakers who have signed up the previous week). 
6. Any required public hearing on a rezoning request, appeal from the Zoning Board of 

Appeals decision or other appeal authorized by Ordinance.  
7. Action Agenda Items (Items requiring the approval of the Council)  
8. Purchasing Approvals 
9. Discussion Agenda Items (Items for discussion) 
10. Executive Session (if needed) 
11. Adjournment 

e. The Mayor, or a Council Member may add an item to the agenda, but must specify to 
the City Clerk if the item is an action item, discussion item or purchasing approval item. 
Any addition to the agenda by the Mayor or a Council Member must be specific enough so 
that the other elected officials are aware of what will be acted upon, discussed or approved.  
Requested additions to the agenda by the Mayor or a Council Member shall not be allowed 
on the agenda without the specificity outlined above.  If the Mayor objects to an agenda 
item, it shall require three Council Members to request the item be placed on the agenda 
over objection.  All agenda items shall be introduced by the Mayor.  For agenda items 
requiring a vote, once the agenda item has been introduced,  a motion shall be called by 
the Mayor requesting a Motion by a Council Member, if another Council Member does not 
make an immediate second, the Mayor shall ask for a second.  After any applicable 
discussion, the Mayor may call for a vote on the motion after discussion or at any time 
during the discussion period. 
 
Public Comments. 

The following Meeting Rules of Procedure listed shall be followed for all public 
comments allowed at Blue Ridge City Council meetings including workshops, regular 
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scheduled meetings, and public meetings.  Any time limits set forth herein shall be kept 
and enforced by the City Attorney and/or the City Clerk or their designee:  

a. All members of the public requesting to schedule a public comment  shall be required to 
sign in no later than the start of the meeting and identify  their name and the specific topic 
on which the person wishes to comment. The sign in sheet for public comment shall be 
made available the day before the meeting at City Hall and there will be five (5) public 
comment time slots which shall be available on a first-come first-serve basis.  If an 
individual speaking wishes to present any type of document to the Mayor and Council 
during this time, it must be submitted to the City Clerk (5) calendar days in advance of the 
meeting. This deadline ensures that the material is included in the meeting packet and 
allows additional time for review prior to the meeting.  Individuals will be permitted a 
maximum of (2) minutes to make their comments and all comments shall be limited to the 
specific topic listed identified on the sign-in sheet. Such time allotment shall not be 
transferred to other individuals.   

 
b. With the exception of town-hall meetings, public comments are not allowed for the 
purpose of asking questions and answers of the Mayor and City Council or other City 
representatives during the meeting.  The Mayor or Council Members shall not engage in 
responding to comments or questions brought forth by individuals under the Public 
Comments section of the Agenda.  If the Mayor or a Council Member does reply to a 
public comment, he or she shall be doing so in their individual capacity as an elected 
official and nothing said shall bind the City of Blue Ridge as a whole.  
 
c. As set forth in the Agenda, Public Comments shall be allowed before any action item or 
purchasing approval is voted upon by the Council.  Timely scheduled public comment by 
the person listed on the agenda is permitted about the topic of discussion subject to the two 
(2) minute per person time limit set forth in Subsection (a) above. The individual is only 
permitted to speak once per agenda topic.  After the conclusion of the public comment 
section of the Agenda, the City Council shall proceed with the Agenda and, if applicable, 
vote. 

Zoning or Appeal Hearings Procedure 

The following rules of procedure shall apply to any public hearing on a rezoning 
request and any appeal from a decision of the Zoning Board of Appeals and shall be as 
follows: 
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(1) The case shall be called and the Land Development/Zoning Manager or 
his/her designee shall describe the request or appeal.  If the hearing is a public hearing on a 
rezoning request, the Land Development/Zoning Manager or his/her designee shall present 
a Staff recommendation for approval, approval with conditions or denial and state a brief 
summary to support the recommendation. 

 

 (2) Georgia law requires applicants and opponents of cases to complete and file  
disclosure forms prior to speaking for or against a proposal.  The disclosure forms will be 
provided at the meeting.  No person shall be allowed to speak without complying with 
Georgia law. 

(3) Representatives/applicants, as a group, and representatives/opponents, as a 
group, shall be given a maximum of ten (10) minutes for each side to present its case, 
unless, by unanimous vote, more time is allotted by City Council. The City Attorney 
and/or the City Clerk shall be responsible for keeping time. Any groups which are present 
are encouraged to choose a spokesperson to present their views as the time limit is not per 
speaker but ten (10) minutes collectively. 

(4)   As each case is called, all witnesses for the applicant and opponents shall first 
be sworn prior to making their presentations. 

(5) Voting on cases will take place as to each case immediately following the 
close of the public hearing of the same case.  However, discussion shall be allowed 
between members of the City Council. 

(6)  No further public input will be allowed unless questions come through the 
City Council.   Any question by a Council Member and answer does not count for or 
against the ten (10) minute time limit set forth above. 

 
Decorum in Council Meetings 

 
Members of the public must comply with the following rules of decorum:  

Once a meeting has been called to order there shall be no comments allowed from any 
member of the public including inappropriate, offensive, impertinent, profanity or 
insulting comments to the Mayor, City Council or other City Representative or between 
individuals. There shall be no clapping, cheering, opposition gestures or disruptive actions 
allowed during the meeting.  
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Meeting Materials 

The Mayor and City Council will be presented meeting materials prior to or at the meeting. 
Members of the public and the media are permitted access to these documents following 
the scheduled meeting, by accessing the City’s website at www.cityofblueridgega.gov.  

WAIVER OF THESE RULES 

Upon proper Motion by a City Council Member, a proper second and a unanimous 
approval by the City Council, these rules may be suspended for any purpose deemed 
necessary and appropriate.  The suspension may be for one specific item or for 
numerous items.   However, the suspension shall last no longer than the meeting in 
which these Rules were suspended.  In the event of a suspension, and unless other 
procedures are adopted, Roberts Rules of Order shall be the procedure followed. 

http://www.cityofblueridgega.gov/
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FIRST READING_____________ 

SECOND READING _______________ 

PASSED____________________ 

AN ORDINANCE NO. ________ 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND REPEAL CERTAIN PORTIONS OF THE CITY OF 

BLUE RIDGE, GEORGIA REGULATION OF ALCOHOL ORDINANCES RELATING TO  

CONFIRMATION OF RATIO COMPLIANCE; TO THE EXPIRATION DATE OF 

EMPLOYEE PERMITS; TO OWNERSHIP AND CONFLICT OF INTERESTS BY COUNCIL 

MEMBERS AND OTHER OFFICERS; TO CHANGE THE FEE CHARGED FOR SPECIAL 

TEMPORARY LICENSES; TO MAKE CERTAIN CHANGES TO HOURS OF OPERATION; 

TO UPDATE ARTICLE VII DEALING WITH BONA FIDE NON-PROFIT CIVIC 

ORGANIZATIONS SO AS TO ALLOW FOR IDENTICAL RESTRICTIONS ON SUNDAY 

SALES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, has 

previously adopted ordinance number 4.12.11 (as amended) as an alcoholic 

beverage ordinance for the purposes of regulating of the sale of alcoholic 

beverages including, but not limited to, related fees and taxes (collectively 

“Alcohol Ordinance”); and 

WHEREAS, City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, finds that the 

certain changes set forth herein will be not be detrimental to the public health, 

safety and welfare of the citizens of Blue Ridge, Georgia and will actually be the 

economic benefit of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, and its citizens,; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, desires to 

continue to regulate the sale of alcoholic beverages as provided in the Alcohol 

July 10, 2018

August 14, 2018

August 14, 2018

2018-08-14(a)
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Ordinance subject to the changes and/or additional regulations contained within 

this ordinance; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED, AND IT IS HEREBY 

ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, as authorized by 

the City Charter and general law, as follows:  

SECTION 1. 

The Alcohol Ordinance is hereby amended by modifying, deleting and 

adopting the following provisions.   

SECTION 110.45-3 

This Section is hereby amended by inserting an additional sentence and the 

end of the Paragraph which reads “In addition to any other requirements set forth 

in this Ordinance, the City of Blue Ridge may annually require any license holder 

subject to a ratio requirement to produce a statement prepared by a certified public 

account setting forth proof of compliance with the ratio and that consumable items 

are at least fifty percent (50%) of a licensee’s business volume.”   

Adopted by the following vote:    

Rejected by the following vote:  

5-0
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SECTION 110.45-34(f) 

Section 110.45-34(f) entitled “Employee permits” is hereby amended by 

deleting the previous subsection (6) in its entirety and the new Section 110.45-

34(f)(6) shall read as follows: 

“An employee permit shall be valid for one year from the date of issue.  The 

employee permit may be renewed upon the submission of a renewal application, 

the payment of the appropriate renewal fee, and upon a determination that such 

individual remains qualified for said permit under this Ordinance.   The fee for 

renewal of an employee permit shall be no less than $30.00.”   110.45-34(f)(6). 

Adopted by the following vote:    

Rejected by the following vote:  

SECTION 110.45-14 

Section 110.45-14 entitled “Sale, Distribution and other dealing in alcoholic 

beverages within the City by officials and employees: exemptions”, subsection (a) 

is hereby amended by deleting the previous subsection (a) in its entirety and the 

new Section 110.45-14(a) shall read as follows: 

No member of the City Council who holds any interest, directly or 

indirectly, in any establishment licensed by the City to sell, distribute or 

otherwise deal in alcoholic beverages shall vote on any matter involving or 

relating to said establishment.  For purposes of this subsection, a member shall 

5-0
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be deemed to have or hold a beneficial interest if the license is issued in the 

name of the person’s spouse, child, parent or sibling, or in a partnership or 

corporation or limited liability company in which such persons owns more than 

ten percent (10%) controlling interest. 

Adopted by the following vote:    

Rejected by the following vote:  

SECTION 110.45-23 (Fees) 

The fee schedule is hereby amended to state the charge for a temporary 

special event license permit shall be $150 per permit.    

Adopted by the following vote:      

Rejected by the following vote: 

SECTION 110.45-35  (Days and Hours of Operation) 

Subsection (a) and (b) is amended to change any reference to “after 11:30 

p.m.” on Fridays and Saturdays to “after 11:59 p.m.”

Adopted by the following vote: 

Rejected by the following vote: 

Subsection (a) is amended to remove the parenthetical (but which must end 

at 9:00 p.m.). 

Adopted by the following vote:   

Rejected by the following vote:     5-0

3-2

5-0; with condition that the Council has the discretion to waive said fee
for a non-profit
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Subsection (b) is amended by changing the sentence “except on New Year’s 

Eve (December 31), and sales shall be allowed until 11:59” to read “except on 

Labor Day, Memorial Day, July 4 and New Years’ Eve and sales shall be allowed 

until 11:59 p.m.” 

Adopted by the following vote:    

Rejected by the following vote:  

A new Subsection (c) is added which reads “any person or entity holding a 

temporary special event license shall be allowed to furnish, sell or offer for sale 

alcoholic beverages until 11:59 p.m.” 

Adopted by the following vote:      

Rejected by the following vote:  

SECTION 110.45-50(b)(2) 

Section 110.45-50 shall be amended for clarification and so as to correct a 

numbering error located at Section(b)(2)(B) and delete the number (3) and have 

said section now read: (b)(2)(B) [it is prohibited for an establishment to] “Allow 

the operation of any sound amplification devices in the patio/open area.  Patio/open 

area plans must be reviewed and approved on an individual basis by the Building 

Inspector or other official as may be designated by the City of Blue Ridge and by 

the City of Blue Ridge Public Safety.”  

3-2

4-1; only on holidays listed above
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Adopted by the following vote:  

Rejected by the following vote: 

Section 110.45-50(b)(2)(E) shall be amended to read:  It shall be unlawful 

to knowingly sell, deliver to or serve alcoholic beverages to a person in a state of 

noticeable intoxication or to allow persons in a noticeable state of intoxication to 

congregate on the premises, either inside, on any patio, or in an outside area or 

park, and it shall be the responsibility of the owner of the business and/or the 

license holder and their agents and employees to strictly enforce this provision 

and the failure to do so shall be cause for revocation of the license and constitute 

a violation of this ordinance.  

Adopted by the following vote:    

Rejected by the following vote:  

Section 110.45-50(b)(2)(H)’s introductory paragraph shall be amended to 

read as follows:  As to any retail consumption dealer, reasonable drink specials 

may be allowed, provided, however, that no licensee, in connection with the sale 

or service of alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premises shall: 

Adopted by the following vote:    

Rejected by the following vote:  

Section 110.45-50(b)(2)(H)(4) shall be amended to read [No licensee shall] 

“sale, offer to sell, or deliver to any person or group of persons any alcoholic 

5-0

5-0

3-2
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beverage at a price less than the less than the price regularly charged for such 

alcoholic beverage during the same calendar week, except reasonable drink 

specials which are clearly identified as to price and quantity and licensed catered 

functions pursuant to an issued City permit and not open to the public shall be 

allowed.”; 

Adopted by the following vote:    

Rejected by the following vote:  

Section 110.45-50(b)(2)(H) shall be amended to include a new paragraph 

subsection (10) which shall read:  It shall be unlawful to knowingly sell, deliver to 

or serve alcoholic beverages to a person in a state of noticeable intoxication or to 

allow persons in a noticeable state of intoxication to congregate on the premises, 

either inside, on any patio, or in an outside area or park, and it shall be the 

responsibility of the owner of the business and/or the license holder and their 

agents and employees to strictly enforce this provision and the failure to do so 

shall be cause for revocation of the license and constitute a violation of this 

ordinance. 

Adopted by the following vote:    

Rejected by the following vote:  

5-0

5-0
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SECTION 110.45-52(c) 

Subsection (c) is hereby updated and amended to make non-profit 

organizations subject to the same Sunday sales rules (Section 110.45-35) which 

apply to all other persons, entities and organizations by deleting the parenthetical 

“(which cannot include any Sunday of the year).” 

Adopted by the following vote:    

Rejected by the following vote:  

SECTION 2:  

REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES TO REMOVE CONFLICT 

All parts of ordinances in conflict with the terms of this ordinance are hereby 

repealed to the extent of the conflict, but it is hereby provided that any ordinance 

or law which may be applicable hereto and aid in carrying out and making 

effective the intent, purpose and provisions hereof, is hereby adopted as a part 

hereof and shall be legally construed to be in favor of upholding this Ordinance on 

behalf of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia. 

SECTION 3. 

SEVERABILITY 

If any paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase or any other portion 

of this Ordinance should be declared invalid or unconstitutional by any Court of 

competent jurisdiction or if the provisions of any part of this Ordinance as applied 

to any particular person, situation or set of circumstances is declared invalid or 

5-0
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FIRST READING_____________ 
 

SECOND READING _______________ 
 

PASSED____________________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE NO. ________ 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 96.038 [as amended by Ordinance 
2016-05-10] OF THE CITY OF BLUE RIDGE, GEORGIA CODE REGARDING 
THE PRIVATE AND TEMPORARY USE OF CITY SIDEWALKS; TO 
PROVIDE DEFINITIONS; TO REQUIRE WRITTEN INDEMNIFICATION 
AGREEMENTS; TO ESTABLISH AN ANNUAL FEE AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES 
  
 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, has 

previously adopted Ordinance number 2016-05-10 (as amended) to amend Section 

96.038 of the Code; and 

 WHEREAS, City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, finds that the 

certain changes are needed to provide clarity and to further establish requirements 

for use;  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED, AND IT IS HEREBY 

ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, as authorized by 

the City Charter and general law, as follows:  

 

 

 

 

July 10, 2018

August 14, 2018

August 14, 2018

2018-08-14(b)
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SECTION 1. 
 

 The entirety of § 96.038 is hereby amended to establish that the fee for any 

permit required under this Section shall be $25 annually and must be renewed 

annually on or before January 15th. 

Section 96.038 (B) is hereby amended by modifying, deleting and/or 

adopting the following provisions:  

 Inserting in the first sentence after “Notwithstanding the foregoing” the 

following  “and provided the person or tenant has obtained a valid permit from the 

City of Blue Ridge and executed the indemnification agreement described herein,” 

 Inserting as the second sentence “For purposes of this Section, “temporary” 

shall be defined as no longer than ten (10) consecutive hours in any twenty-four 

(24) hour period and “decorative features” shall expressly not include 

mannequins.” 

 Section 96.038 (D) is repealed in its entirety and replaced with a new (D) 

which shall read as follows: 

 A police officer or other person authorized to issue citations for violations of 

this Ordinance are provided with the discretion to issue a warning for a violation 

provided that the violation is immediately corrected.   Subject to that discretion, 

any person or entity which violates this Ordinance shall be subject to a $250 fine.  

Any person or entity which commits a second violation within twelve months of a 
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previous violation shall be fined $500.  Any person or entity which commits three 

violations within a twenty-four month period shall be fined $500 and have any 

permit immediately revoked.   In the event an injury occurs to any person as a 

result of a permit holder’s violation of this Ordinance, the permit shall be 

immediately revoked.  Any person or entity which has had a permit revoked 

pursuant to this Ordinance shall not be eligible for a permit for a period of twenty 

four months from the date of revocation. 

SECTION 2: 

REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES TO REMOVE CONFLICT 
 

 All parts of ordinances in conflict with the terms of this ordinance are hereby 

repealed to the extent of the conflict, but it is hereby provided that any ordinance or 

law which may be applicable hereto and aid in carrying out and making effective the 

intent, purpose and provisions hereof, is hereby adopted as a part hereof and shall be 

legally construed to be in favor of upholding this Ordinance on behalf of the City of 

Blue Ridge, Georgia. 

SECTION 3.  
 

SEVERABILITY 
 

 If any paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase or any other portion 

of this Ordinance should be declared invalid or unconstitutional by any Court of 

competent jurisdiction or if the provisions of any part of this Ordinance as applied 







City of Blue Ridge Abandonment of  
Right-of-Way and/or Road Application 

 
Below are instructions for filing a Petition for Abandonment of Right-of-

Way and/or Closing of a Street within the City limits of Blue Ridge, Georgia.  Any 

Applicant who wishes to petition the City to abandon a portion of right-of-way, the 

abandonment and/or quit claim of any rights is governed by Section 6.32(b) of the 

City Charter and by O.C.G.A. § 32-7-2(b)(1) and will require the following: 

(1) Completion of an Affidavit in substantial conformity with the form 

attached hereto.   

 (2) Payment of a $50 processing fee 

(3) Proof of notification of service of the attached affidavit via certified 

mail or personal service upon any other landowner that the road or 

right-of-way touches.   

(4) A survey showing the exact dimensions of the right-of-way or road 

you are requesting to be abandoned.  

(5) A proposed Quit Claim Deed containing an exact legal description of 

the amount sought to be abandoned.  If there are any other adjoining 

landowners, a Quit Claim Deed prepared to abandon half of the road 

to that adjoining landowner. 

 (6) Section 6.32(b) statement in the form attached hereto.  



Section 6.32(b) Statement 

Under the Blue Ridge City Charter Section 6.32(b), the Blue Ridge City 

Council may Quit Claim any rights it may have in property not needed for public 

purposes upon request by the Mayor and the adoption of a Resolution, both finding 

that the property is not needed for public or other purposes and that the interest of 

the City has no readily ascertainable monetary value.   

Please list all facts you contend support your contention that the City of Blue 

Ridge no longer needs the right-of-way or road for public purposes and that any 

interest the City currently holds has no readily ascertainable monetary value. 

Attach additional sheets if needed.   

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

               



1 

STATE OF GEORGIA 
COUNTY OF FANNIN 
 

AFFIDAVIT TO ACCOMPANY ABANDONMENT OF RIGHT-OF-WAY 
PURSUANT TO O.C.G.A. § 32-7-2(b)(1) AND/OR BLUE RIDGE CITY 

CHARTER SECTION 6.32(b) 
 
 
 COMES NOW,         (applicant name), 

hereinafter known as “Applicant”, and makes the following affidavit in application 

to the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia.  All facts contained herein are made under 

oath, to the best of knowledge and belief, notarized and the Applicant, having been 

duly sworn under oath, states as follows: 

1. 

 Applicant is the owner of the property set forth in the attached vesting deed 

(attach current deed).  Applicant is the sole owner of all property which touches 

the proposed right-of-way or road sought to be abandoned or Applicant has 

notified all adjoining property owners by certified mail of this petition and has 

attached proof of mailing (attach certified mail receipts or other waiver of service 

by adjoining property owners) upon the following additional property owners: 

(identify property owners by name and address).      
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2. 

Applicant is requesting that any claim held by the City of Blue Ridge, 

Georgia relating to the following road and/or right-of-way,       

           , (describe 

road or right-of-way location here), as shown on the attached survey, and 

Applicant is requesting any interest be Quit Claimed and/or abandoned for the 

following reasons (describe in detail why the road and/or right-of-way is serving 

no substantial public purpose and/or any current use of said road or right-of-way 

and describe why it would be in the best public interest to grant this petition.  

Attach additional pages if necessary):         
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3. 

 In the event the right-of-way is abandoned by City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, 

such abandonment will not adversely affect any party in the immediate 

surrounding area and Applicant states under oath that Applicant knows of no party 

who would be left landlocked or in a hardship condition in the event that said right-

of-way is abandoned by City of Blue Ridge, Georgia.   

4. 

(Describe the history of the right-of-way and/or road)      

             

             

             

              

5. 

(Describe the physical condition of the right-of-way as of the date of this 

application):            

             

               

6. 

 Applicant hereby agrees to hold City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, harmless from 

any and all responsibility, liability or damage of any type whatsoever regarding the 
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abandonment of the City’s interest in the road and right-of-way known as:   

        (right-of-way and/or road name or 

location).  It is understood by the Applicant that Applicant is not entitled to any 

abandonment by City of Blue Ridge of any claim to right-of-way of    

     (right-of-way and/or road name or location) as an 

absolute matter of right, but only upon the terms and conditions approved by the 

City of Blue Ridge City Council.  The City Council may elect to take any action it 

deems appropriate on this Application and the final decision will be made by the 

City of Blue Ridge City Council. 

7. 

 Applicant agrees to record on the records of the Court of Fanning County 

Superior Court, Fannin County, Georgia, the original Quit Claim Deed and 

appropriate boundary survey submitted with this application within forty-eight (48) 

hours following the granting of this application and execution of the deeds by the 

Mayor.   

8. 

 In the event the abandonment is granted, Applicant consents to the fact that 

thereafter the City shall not be required to reinstall, construct, or otherwise expend 

City funds to improve the subject abandoned right-of-way.   
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9. 

 Applicant shows that, if the abandonment is granted, Applicant’s proposed 

use of the captioned property after the abandonment is as follows (describe 

proposed use in detail):             

             

             

             

             

             

              

10. 

 In the event of abandonment of the subject claim to right-of-way or other 

interest, and if applicable, City of Blue Ridge specifically retains any and all 

easements for purposes other than those quit-claimed  which may exist over, under, 

through, or across the subject right-of-way.  Any release of private easement rights 

or easement rights other than those of City of Blue Ridge, i.e. utility companies, 

must be released by that easement holder.    

11. 

Applicant shall submit with this document a fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) for 

the processing of this application, and has attached a copy of the owner’s vesting 
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deed, the survey of the proposed abandonment, a completed boundary survey, a 

legal description and the development plans for the Site.  (attach documents). 

12. 

 Applicant agrees that a material misrepresentation or inaccuracy, either 

intentional or accidental, made by Applicant in this application of procedure shall 

authorize the City to terminate the processing of this Application or, if such shall 

be discovered after this Application has been approved by the City of Blue Ridge 

City Council, then such approval shall be subject to revocation by the City 

Council.  

 This the _________day of _________________, 20_____. 

 
Signed, sealed and delivered in the 
Presence of: 
      
Notary Public 

Applicant: 
 
      
Signature 
 
 
Print Name:       
 
Address:       
                              
 
Phone Number:      

  
Applicant Representative 
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GENERAL TERMS & CONDITIONS 
 

a. Definitions.  The contract documents (“Contract”) consist of the following:  1) this Proposal, and 2) these General Terms and Conditions which 
are automatically incorporated into the Proposal by reference.  The totality of the services and materials to be provided by ERI are defined as the “Work.”  
Only Work that is specifically described in the Proposal will be the responsibility of ERI.  The “Client” (either an owner or a contractor) is the party with 
whom ERI is contracting and who is identified on the first (1st) page of the Proposal.  The site on which the Work is to be performed by ERI is defined as the 
“Project.”   
b. Scope of Work.  ERI’s Work to be completed under this Agreement includes ONLY the Work expressly specified in the Proposal.  All other work 
not specifically described is excluded from this Contract.  The terms, conditions and provisions of this Proposal shall be, and are, automatically incorporated 
into any later contract between ERI and the Client executed after the date of this Contract with the same force and effect as though a part thereof, unless and 
only to the extent that any term, condition or provision hereof is in conflict with any later Contract. 
c. Performance of Work & Completion Date.  Despite any higher standard stated elsewhere, ERI’s Work shall be executed in substantial 
compliance with the Proposal and any other documents (if any) specified in the Proposal.  The Work will be completed in a good and workmanlike manner 
and free of defects not inherent in the type of Work.  Client may reject the Work only for demonstrated noncompliance with the Contract and only if the 
Architect/Engineer for the Project concurs that the Work is unacceptable.  The Work will be completed by ERI in a reasonable time, if no specific completion 
date is specified in the Proposal.  
d. Design Services.  Any proposed Work or design services provided by ERI will be reviewed by the Architect/Engineer responsible for the overall 
Project (not ERI unless ERI’s assumes that role in writing) to assure that the design will be acceptable when integrated with the Project.  DISCLAIMER – 
Although ERI may employ engineers and architects, any Work performed or documents prepared by ERI shall not be considered an “engineer’s report” or 
certification.  The Client is encouraged to obtain the services of a licensed engineer or a licensed architect to verify the condition of the Client’s Project and 
the recommendations contained in this Agreement.  As a result, ERI disclaims any liability whatsoever that may relate to ERI’s analysis of the existing 
conditions of the Project and ERI’s recommendations for repair or remediation of the Project.   In addition, ERI may have performed a limited number of 
tests on the materials of the Client’s Project in developing this Contract; however, the Client is advised that additional invasive (and possibly destructive) 
tests of the materials could be performed and if performed may warrant different recommendations.  The Client, after consultation with the Project engineer 
or architect, should make the determination as to whether or not such additional testing is required.  If ERI does provide engineering services as part of its 
Work, that fact will be set forth specifically in writing by ERI.  If such engineering services are provided, the engineering services are meant to address the 
adequacy of the specified repair at its discrete location only.  ERI’s engineering work is not and should not be construed in any way by the Client that ERI has 
conducted an inspection, analysis, report or recommendation concerning the condition of the Project or structure as a whole or in part. 
e. Rights as to Owner if no direct contract.  If the Client is not the Owner, ERI shall have, at a minimum and in addition to all other rights 
contained in this Contract, all those rights and remedies with respect to the Client that the Client has with respect to the Owner. 
f. Conditions for payment.  Any condition precedent for payment to ERI based upon receipt of payment from any Owner by Client shall extend 
only for a period of sixty (60) days after the date of ERI’s application for payment covering Work performed and materials stored. 
g. Progress payments, Interest & Attorneys’ Fees.  In exchange for the Work to be performed by ERI, Client will pay ERI the Contract Price 
stated on the Proposal.  ERI will submit monthly invoices for all Work performed during each given month.  ERI shall be paid monthly progress payments on 
or before the 10th of each month for the value of Work completed during the prior month plus the amount of materials and equipment stored on or off site.  If 
any monthly invoice is not paid within twenty (20) days of the date of the invoice, interest will accrue as provided below.  If Client fails to make payments 
when due or Client’s financial ability to make future payments becomes impaired in ERI’s opinion, ERI shall be entitled to damages and an extension of time 
for performance, and may suspend all Work until payment is made and ERI receives assurances of prompt and timely future payments.  The final payment of 
the Contract Price (including payment of any retainage) for Work completed shall be due thirty (30) days after the Work described in this Contract is 
substantially completed.  ERI’s invoices that are not paid when due will accrue interest at the highest rate allowed by law in the jurisdiction where the Work 
is performed.  ERI will be entitled to collect its attorneys’ fees actually incurred if it retains an attorney to pursue collection of monies due it. 
h. Retainage.   Client shall not withhold from ERI as retainage a percentage that is higher than the percentage held by Owner (if any) on ERI’s 
Work.  Final payment is due as stated above in paragraph (g). 
i. Waivers.  Any form or contract language in which ERI purports to release the Client is hereby qualified by the following language, whether or 
not ERI specifically adds the contract language to any form:  “This release shall apply only to Work for which payment has been received in full by ERI.  This 
release shall not apply to retention, to any unbilled changes or to claims which have not yet become known to ERI.  This release shall be conditional upon 
receipt of funds to ERI’s account.” 
j. Backcharges.  No backcharge or claim of Client for services shall be valid except by an agreement in writing signed by ERI before the Work is 
executed.  Further, no backcharge shall be valid unless billing is rendered no later than the 15th day of the month following the charge being incurred.  Also, 
any payments withheld under a claim of ERI’s default shall be reasonably calculated to cover the anticipated liability and all remaining payment amounts not 
in dispute shall be promptly paid to ERI. 
k. Time & Hours of Work.  ERI will perform Work only during its normal working hours unless specified otherwise in the proposal.  The Project 
schedule and any modification shall allow ERI a reasonable time to complete ERI’s Work in an efficient manner considering the contract completion date.  
ERI will be entitled to an equitable adjustment in the price of the Work including but not limited to any increased costs in labor, including overtime or 
materials, resulting from any change of schedule, acceleration, out of sequence work or delay caused by others.  ERI shall not be required to commence or 
continue Work unless sufficient areas are ready to insure continuous Work.  Owner/Contractor shall promptly provide ERI with all schedules of work and 
with any other information necessary for the proper scheduling of ERI’s Work. 
l. Consequential/Liquidated Damages & Delays & Force Majuere.  ERI will be excused and will not be liable for any damages (direct, incidental 
or consequential) for any delay or failure in performance.  This includes but it not limited to delays due to strikes, fires, accidents, acts of God and delays in 
performance by ERI’s subcontractors, suppliers and carriers not caused solely by or solely within the direct control of ERI. 
m. Changes in Work.  Client acknowledges that the type of Work to be performed under this Contract may require changes.  In addition, the Client 
may make changes to the Work under this Contact but the parties agree that any such change will not be binding on ERI absent a written change order 
signed by ERI.  Despite anything to the contrary in this Contract or elsewhere, ERI will be entitled to an equitable adjustment in compensation should Client 
fail to provide a change order under circumstances in which ERI performs additional work. 
n. Claims.   Any claims by Client against ERI must be presented in writing to ERI within fifteen (15) days after they arise, otherwise ERI will have 
no responsibility or liability for such claim. 
o. Title to materials.   Until full payment, ERI retains title to the material and equipment furnished under this Agreement, whether or not it is 
attached to real property.  ERI, however, reserves the right to change this conditional sale to an absolute sale at any time to all or any part of the equipment 
or materials and to pursue any statutory or other remedies in such cases. When and if requested by ERI, Owner will duly acknowledge this contract and will 
execute, acknowledge and deliver to ERI any other instruments as may be appropriate to constitute the materials and equipment as security for the price to 
be paid by Client, or to enable ERI to comply with the applicable filing, recording or other laws in the state where the Work is being performed. 
p. Indemnity.  The Client will indemnify ERI for any and all claims arising out of a) the discovery and removal of hazardous materials; b) any claim, 
loss, damage or expense which ERI suffers as a result of claims asserted against Client by third parties (including Client’s employees or agents) which arise 
out of Client’s activities at the Project, to the extent caused by the negligent acts or omissions of Client or anyone for whom Client is responsible.   
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q. Insurance.  Client agrees that it currently has and will maintain adequate insurance on its Project for the duration of the time that ERI is on the 
Project.  Such insurance will, at a minimum, cover damage to Client’s property (including the Project) and liability to persons arising due to the acts or 
omissions of Client’s employees and agents.  Client waives any claims  it may have against ERI arising out of any losses for which it is insured.  ERI agrees 
that it will maintain worker’s compensation coverage as required by the law of the State in which the Work is to be performed and in which the Project is 
located.  If the Client requires ERI to purchase additional insurance coverage or to name the Client as an additional insured under ERI’s policies of insurance 
and the insurer charges an increased premium in either case, Client agrees to pay any such increased premium costs. 
r. Ownership of  Drawings.  All drawings prepared by ERI shall remain the property of ERI.  
s. Bonds.  Unless otherwise specified in the Agreement, the cost of the Work does not include the cost of a labor and material payment and 
performance bond.   Any required bonds must be purchased by Client at its expense. 
t. Dispute Resolution.  Any dispute (“Disputes”) arising out of or relating to this Agreement shall be governed by the following procedures until 
finally resolved:  (i) within fifteen (15) days of the receipt of any written notice of a claim, the senior executives of each party will negotiate in good faith to 
settle the claim or controversy; (ii) if the Dispute is not resolved within fifteen (15) days after receipt of notice, the parties will attempt to resolve the dispute 
through non-binding mediation through the American Arbitration Association (“AAA”) or some mutually acceptable third party; (iii)  if the Dispute cannot be 
resolved through the preceding procedures within sixty (60) days of the notice of the Dispute, the parties agree to submit the dispute to binding arbitration 
through the AAA in the locale where the Work is being performed. 
u. Mold.  All parties acknowledge and agree that the Project currently has moisture infiltration issues and, as a result, it is possible that “Mold” 
(such term including fungi, organic pathogens, yeasts, mildew, virus, mycotoxins, spores, scents, by-products produced or released by fungi or other 
airborne contaminants) is already present in or about the Project, including its contents, if any.  If there is any determination of the existence of Mold during 
the course of ERI’s Work at the Project or anytime thereafter, it is mutually agreed by all parties to the Contract that the discovery of such Mold is and/or 
was a pre-existing condition of the Project before ERI’s commencement of Work.  ERI has been retained to perform defined installation and/or repair Work 
on the Project and has not guaranteed the removal or eradication of any Mold.  ERI shall be held harmless from and against any and all claims, suits or 
damages resulting in any way whatsoever from the Mold present at the Project before, during and after ERI has completed its Work pursuant to this 
Contract. 
v. Conditions of the Project.   As provided in this Contract, ERI is not responsible for latent defects in the Project or underlying site conditions.  
ERI shall not be liable for any loss or damage to, or due to 1) unseen or concealed piping, wires, fixtures, or equipment or material; or 2) the character, 
conditions, or physical strength of any foundations, walls or other structures, or improvements not erected by ERI or excavation in proximity to such 
structures. 
w. Termination of Contract.  ERI may terminate this Agreement upon the occurrence of the following:  1) failure of Client to perform any term of 
this Agreement, including but not limited to the failure to fully and promptly pay ERI as required by this Agreement (time being of the essence of this 
Agreement); 2) if Client or its contractors acts or omissions interfere with ERI’s ability to perform the Work timely and without interruption; 3) ERI 
determines, in its sole discretion, that Client will not be able to pay ERI for the Work due under this Agreement (this would include but not be limited to the 
Client being adjudicated bankrupt or insolvent, the appointment of a receiver or trustee in bankruptcy or insolvency or liquidation of the Client’s property, 
the  making of an assignment by Client for the benefit of creditors, the docketing of a judgment against the Client’s property or any part thereof which shall 
remain unsatisfied for a period of ten consecutive days or the filing of a material man’s or mechanic’s lien against the Client’s Project or any part thereof 
which shall remain a lien thereon for a period of ten consecutive days, or the issuance of an execution upon a judgment against Client or Client’s Project or 
institution of proceedings for foreclosure against the Client’s Project). 
x. Remedies of ERI.  In the case of any default by Client, ERI may:  1) terminate the Contract and/or demand immediate payment of the Contract 
price, less a sum equal to ERI’s cost of any labor and materials not furnished or ordered if the Work is not complete, 2) enter the Project and remove its 
equipment and any unused material and sell same at a public or private sale to offset the balance owed, and 3) invoke and pursue such other or additional 
remedies provided by this Contract or at law.  Client shall indemnify ERI for any and all expenses, including attorneys’ fees, incurred in pursuing any of the 
foregoing remedies. 
y. Entire Agreement.  This Contract constitutes the entire agreement between the parties.  Client’s acceptance of this Contract shall constitute an 
acceptance by Client of all terms and conditions contained or referred to in this Proposal and the incorporated General Terms and Conditions.  This Contract, 
when accepted by Client, supersedes any and all other prior and/or conflicting terms and conditions between the parties. 
z. Modifications.  No waiver, alteration or modification of the terms and conditions of this Contract shall be binding unless in writing and signed 
by the duly authorized representative of each party.    
aa. Obligations of Client/Owner.  In addition to any other obligations specified in this Agreement, if ERI is required to perform Work on Client’s 
property, the Client must:  1) notify ERI of any and all site conditions which may affect the Work (ERI is not responsible for latent defects in the Project or 
underlying site conditions); 2) if ERI encounters latent defects or differing site conditions, negotiate with ERI for an adjustment in compensation for the 
Work performed and added time to complete the Work; 3) provide sufficient and proper space for handling and storing materials and equipment for the 
Project and sufficient power, light, water, heat and air circulation (at all levels) for the performance of the Work; 4) provide all cranes and lifts and provide 
for removal all obstructions to enable ERI to perform the Work; 5) fully and promptly pay ERI under the terms of this Agreement – any failure to do so will 
be considered a default; 6) provide all shoring and any other protection necessary to preserve from damage all foundations, walls or other structures or 
improvements or portions thereof which may be disturbed by ERI’s performance of its work; 7) on completion of ERI’s work, remove all refuse that 
accumulated; 8) provide excavation of all necessary earth outside of enclosing foundation walls (if any); 9) pay ERI for all costs incurred as a result of 
encountering water, quicksand, rock, structural failure or other conditions; and 10) bear and pay for any loss of or damage to ERI’s or Client’s materials, 
equipment, tools, work or workmen of ERI, its agents or subcontractors except in any instance where such was caused solely by ERI’s negligence; 11) be 
responsible for the removal of all asbestos, lead, Mold, polychlorinated biphenyls (“PCB’s”) or any other hazardous material (as defined by Federal, State and 
local law) found on the Project.   If ERI encounters any substance it believes to be hazardous, the parties agree to the following: i) ERI will notify Client in 
writing; ii) ERI will stop Work on the Project; iii) Client will pay for any and all testing and removal required; iv) ERI will only resume Work upon written 
agreement of the parties; v) Client will indemnify ERI for delays and for any exposure of its workers to hazardous materials.   
bb. Warranty.  For a period of one (1) year from the date of substantial completion of ERI’s Work covered by this Agreement or from acceptance of 
any alleged improper workmanship, whichever is earlier, ERI agrees to repair any improper workmanship performed by ERI subject to the terms of this 
warranty.  This warranty is expressly conditioned on ERI’s receiving written notice from Client (which must be mailed to ERI no later than 1 year from the 
date of substantial completion) of any such improper workmanship and an opportunity to inspect the same prior to it being disturbed or otherwise moved 
(and ERI will not pay for any inspections or repairs performed by others prior to receipt of its notice and a reasonable opportunity for it to make repairs, if 
warranted).  Instead of repairing such workmanship, all of ERI’s obligations under this paragraph can be satisfied at ERI’s option by ERI refunding the cost of 
such improper workmanship it has been previously paid or by issuing a credit memo for such amount if ERI has not been previously paid. ERI’s liability and 
responsibility is limited to such repair, replacement or refund, but under no circumstances shall ERI’s responsibility or liability exceed the amount ERI is 
entitled to receive for performing this Work.  ERI is not and shall not be liable or responsible for any loss or damage to persons or property occasioned by or 
resulting from any faulty materials or improper workmanship. This warranty is not applicable until and unless ERI has been paid for all Work performed.  
Further, as to materials, ERI warrants that it will use only new materials unless otherwise specified.   ERI will deliver to the Client any warranties issued by 
the manufacturer of any materials, if available.   Client agrees ERI will have no liability under any such warranties and that it will look solely to the 
manufacturer of any materials for any warranty claims on materials.  THIS WARRANTY IS EXPRESSLY IN LIEU OF ANY OTHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED 
WARRANTIES INCLUDING ANY IMPLIED WARRANTY OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR ANY PARTICULAR PURPOSE. 
cc. Notices.  Any notices required pursuant to this Contract must be sent to the other party via certified mail, return receipt requested, to those 
addresses stated on the front of the Proposal. 
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City of Blue Ridge 
Council Meeting Minutes 

City Hall 
480 West First Street 

September 11, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Present: Mayor Donna Whitener 
Council Members Robbie Cornelius,  
Nathan Fitts, Kenneth Gaddis,  
Rhonda Haight and Harold Herndon 
City Clerk Kelsey Ledford 
City Attorney James Balli 
Zoning, Planning and Project Manager 
Jeff Stewart 
Finance Director Alicia Stewart 
Shop Mechanic and Street Supervisor 
Tony Byrd 
 

1) Call Meeting to Order: 
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to call the meeting to order. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

2) Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance: 
Council Member Kenneth Gaddis offered a word of prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

3) Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting: 
a) Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the August 14, 2018 Workshop 

Meeting Minutes. The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. The 
Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  

b) Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the August 14, 2018 Council 
Meeting Minutes (includes Executive Session Minutes). The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

4) Approval of Agenda or Motion to Amend Agenda (if applicable): 
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to amend the agenda, the amendment was to 
move agenda item “Budget for Equipment Auction” prior to agenda item “Water Department 
Truck Purchase”. The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 
5-0. Motion carried.  
 
 
 

Kelsey
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5) FY2017 Financial Statements—Tacie Jo Bracken: 
The representative from Welch, Walker and Associates who audited the City’s financial 
statements for the year ended December 31, 2017 presented the audit report to the Council.  
She briefly explained the type of audit work that is performed and the different types of findings 
as a result of her audit.  She stated the City received a favorable opinion that the financial 
statements are fairly presented and materially correct.  She then reviewed the Schedule of 
Findings and Responses. 
  

Public Comments (for all speakers who have signed up the previous week): 
6) Cesar Martinez—Blue Ridge Business Association: 

Cesar Martinez was not present. 
 

7) Nancy Zimmerman—Zoning: 
Nancy Zimmerman stated her concerns against spot zoning.  
 

8) Gene Holcombe—Flooding and Future Development: 
Gene Holcombe stated his concerns in regards to the West Main Street development and the 
possibility of it negatively effecting the storm drain system downtown.  
 

9)  
10)  

 
Action Agenda Items (Items requiring the approval of the Council): 

11) FY2018 Budget Amendment No. 2: 
Finance Director Alicia Stewart gave a summary of the proposed FY2018 Budget Amendment 
No. 2 (attached). Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the budget 
amendment. The motion was seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 
5-0. Motion carried.  
 

12) FY2019 Budget (First Hearing): 
Finance Director Alicia Stewart presented the Mayor and Council will the proposed FY2019 
Budget (summary attached). Mrs. Stewart gave a summary of items that were revised (3% 
raises, Wastewater Rate increase, Hwy 5 utility relocation project, etc.) and answered questions 
as presented by the Mayor and Council.  
 

13) FY2018 Millage Rate Ordinance (First Reading): 
Finance Director Alicia Stewart gave a summary of the proposed FY2018 Millage Rate Ordinance 
and how the City arrived at setting a net millage rate of 5.378 mills. After Mrs. Stewart’s 
presentation of the ordinance, Mayor Donna Whitener read the first paragraph of the proposed 
ordinance.  
 



September 11, 2018 Blue Ridge City Council Minutes 

City of Blue Ridge
480 West First Street    •    Blue Ridge, Georgia    •    (706) 632-2091 

Page 3 of 6 

14) Minor Land Use Map Amendment—Better Building Systems/Chad Bowers (Second Reading and 
Adoption):
City Attorney James Balli gave a summary of the request and stated that the City Council was 
ready to take final action on the request. Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to 
approve the second reading and adopt the Minor Land Use Map Amendment for Better Building 
Systems/Chad Bowers (attached). The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. 
By way of roll-call voted, the Council voted 3-2 with Council Members Harold Herndon and 
Kenneth Gaddis opposed. Motion carried.

15) Minor Land Use Map Amendment—Ada Street LLC/Brenda Battaglia (Second Reading and 
Adoption):
City Attorney James Balli gave a summary of the request and stated that the City Council was 
ready to take final action on the request. Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to 
approve the second reading and adopt the Minor Land Use Map Amendment for Ada Street LLC/
Brenda Battaglia (attached). The motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. By 
way of roll-call vote, the Council voted 4-1 with Council Member Kenneth Gaddis opposed. 
Motion carried.

16) Public Hearing on Zoning Ordinance Amendments:
Mayor Donna Whitener opened the public hearing on the Zoning Ordinance Amendments. No 
public comments were received. Mayor Donna Whitener closed the public hearing.

17) Planning Commission and Zoning Board of Appeals Ordinance Amendment Pertaining to the 
Procedure and Other Matters (Second Reading and Adoption):
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the second reading and adopt the 
Planning Commission and Zoning Board of Appeals Ordinance Amendment pertaining to the 
procedure and other matters (attached). The motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie 
Cornelius. By way of roll-call vote, the Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.

18) Request for Rezoning and/or Variance Application Ordinance Amendment (Second Reading and 
Adoption):
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the second reading and adopt the 
Request for Rezoning and/or Variance Application Ordinance Amendment (attached). The 
motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. By way of roll-call vote, the Council 
voted 5-0. Motion carried.

19) Alcohol Ordinance Amendment—Event Centers (Ratification of Current Council):
City Attorney James Balli explained that the Alcohol Ordinance Amendment pertaining to event 
centers (attached) was originally passed in 2013, but was not signed by the Council at the time. 
Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to ratify the ordinance and have the current 
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Council sign the ordinance. The motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The 
Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
  

20) GMEBS Ordinance and Adoption Agreement (First Reading): 
Mayor Donna Whitener read the GMEBS Ordinance. 
 

21) GMA Resolution for Supplemental Leases—Police Department Explorers with Equipment and 
Park Department F150: 
Mayor Donna Whitener read the GMA Resolution for Supplemental Leases (attached). Council 
Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to adopt the resolution. The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

22) GEFA Loan No. DW2017017 Resolution: 
Mayor Donna Whitener read the GEFA Loan No. DW2017017 Resolution (attached). Council 
Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to adopt the resolution. The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
  

23) MOU Between the City and Fannin County Health Department (Flu Drive): 
Mayor Donna Whitener presented the MOU between the Health Department and the City for 
the annual Flue Drive at the Farmer’s Market. She announced that it would occur on September 
26th. Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the MOU (attached). The motion 
was seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

24) Downtown Development Authority: 
After the Mayor and Council discussed options for funding a proposed Downtown Development 
Authority (DDA), Council Member Kenneth Gaddis made a motion to vote. The other members 
seemed to be confused as to the meaning of Mr. Gaddis’ motion. Council Member Rhonda 
Haight then made a motion for City Attorney James Balli to begin drafting the necessary 
documents for creating a DDA. The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The 
Council voted 3-2 with Council Members Kenneth Gaddis and Harold Herndon opposed. Motion 
carried.  
 

25) Propane Gas for 2018-2019: 
The Mayor and Council received one (1) quote from Appalachian Propane at $1.44/gal for the 
City and $1.54 for City employees. After some discussion, Council Member Nathan Fitts made a 
motion to table the topic until next meeting in order to attempt negotiating the price. The 
motion was seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 4-0 with Council 
Member Rhonda Haight abstaining. Motion carried.  
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Purchasing Approvals: 
26) Chastain Street Water Line Replacement: 

The Mayor and Council received one (1) quote from Holloway Trenching in the amount of 
$12,000 for the water line replacement on Chastain Street (attached). Mayor Donna Whitener 
stated that the quote was for labor only and that additional materials would need to be 
purchased, but that the amount should be within her purchasing authority. Council Member 
Kenneth Gaddis made a motion to approve the quote from Holloway Trenching. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
  

27) Budget for Equipment Auction: 
Chief Mechanic and Street Supervisor Tony Byrd was present to ask for permission to attend an 
equipment auction with Water Distribution Supervisor William Long. Mr. Byrd explained that 
the street department was in need of a new truck and a fork lift for the shop. He continued to 
explain that the water department was in need of approximately two trucks, a compressor, and 
work lights. The estimated budget needed was $40,000. Council Member Rhonda Haight made a 
motion to allow Mr. Byrd and Mr. Long to attend the auction with a budget of $40,000 to 
purchase the equipment that was specified. The motion was seconded by Council Member 
Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

28) Water Department Truck Purchase: 
Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to table the topic until after the equipment 
auction. The motion was seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 5-0. 
Motion carried.  
 

29) Street Stripping: 
Zoning, Land Development and Project Manager Jeff Stewart presented the Mayor and Council 
with two (2) quotes from Keith Donaldson for center line stripping. Mr. Stewart discussed each 
quote with the Council. The first quote (attached) was in the amount of $14,214 and the second 
quote (attached) was in the amount of $5,000. Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to 
approve both quotes excluding Porter Road. The motion was seconded by Council Member 
Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. Finance Director Alicia Stewart confirmed 
with the Council that the work would be paid with SPLOST funds.  
  

Discussion Agenda Items (Items for discussion only): 
 

30) Executive Session (if needed)—Personnel and Land Sale/Acquisition: 
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to close the meeting for an executive session. 
The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 5-0. Motion 
carried.  





ADJUSTED

DEPARTMENT/ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION BUDGET AMENDMENT BUDGET

GENERAL FUND
100-31-0000-4300 TAXES LIQUOR POURING TAX 30,000     22,500              52,500         
100-38-0000-3000 MISC REV INS REIMB FOR DAMAGED PROP -               17,500              17,500         

100-39-0000-3500
OTHER FIN 
SOURCE PROCEEDS FROM CAP LEASE 184,000   60,000              244,000       

100-54-3200-2203 POLICE CAPITAL OUTLAY- VEHICLES -               (90,000)             (90,000)        
100-58-3200-1000 POLICE DEBT SERVICE (39,898)    (10,000)             (49,898)        

-                        

100-39-0000-2000 OTHER REV SALE OF CAPITAL ASSETS -               10,000              10,000         
100-39-0000-3500 OTHER REV PROCEEDS FOR CAPITAL LEASE -               50,000              50,000         
100-54-7550-1300 DWNTWN CAPITAL OUTALY- BUILDINGS -               (50,000)             (50,000)        
100-58-7550-1000 DWNTWN DEBT SERVICE -               (10,000)             (10,000)        
To add purchase and 1st debt payment for restroom trailer. -                        

100-31-0000-6300 TAXES FINANCIAL INSTIUTIONS TAXES 15,000     10,000              25,000         
100-35-0000-1170 POLICE FINES & FORFEITURES 180,000   20,000              200,000       
100-38-0000-3000 MISC REV INS REIMB FOR DAMAGED PROP -               20,000              20,000         
100-52-1500-2201 GEN ADM MAINT BLDG & GROUNDS (10,000)    (40,000)             (50,000)        
100-52-3200-2201 POLICE MAINT BLDG & GROUNDS (5,500)      (10,000)             (15,500)        

-                        

100-34-0000-7903 CHG FOR SEDOWNTWON PARKING -               20,000              20,000         
100-53-1500-1600 GEN ADM SMALL EQUIPMENT (7,000)      (3,500)               (10,500)        
100-52-7550-2310 DWNTWN RENTAL OF LAND & BUILDINGS (1,200)      (6,500)               (7,700)          
100-53-7550-1101 DWNTWN MATERIALS & SUPPLIES (2,500)      (10,000)             (12,500)        

-                        

WATER FUND
505-33-0000-1300 USDA GRANT -               25,000              25,000         
505-39-0000-3510 USDA LOAN PROCEEDS -               40,500              40,500         
505-39-0000-3510 GMA LEASE PROCEEDS -               44,000              44,000         
505-54-4440-1100 WTR MAINT CAPTIAL OUTLAY- EQUIPMENT -               (109,500)           (109,500)      
For purchase of backhoe and excavator with USDA grant/loan & GMA lease. -                        

BUDGET AMENDMENT #2
2018

To add purchase of three police cars, two purchases approved in August and 
one to replace wrecked vehicle. 

To add downtown parking revenues and related expenditures and purchase of 
security cameras for City Hall.

To add expenditures for police station building and City Hall roof repairs, along 
with drive through removal net of insurance proceeds.



ADJUSTED

DEPARTMENT/ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION BUDGET AMENDMENT BUDGET

BUDGET AMENDMENT #2
2018

505-34-0000-4200 REVENUE WATER LINE SURCHARGE 40,000     12,000              52,000         
505-34-0000-4223 REVENUE SEWER LINE SURCHARGE 10,000     22,000              32,000         
505-34-0000-9300 REVENUE SERVICE CHARGE 18,000     4,000                22,000         
505-57-4410-9000 WTR ADMIN CONTINGENCIES (21,013)    21,000              (13)               
505-52-4430-2201 WTR PLANT MAINT BLDG & GROUNDS (500)         (16,500)             (17,000)        
505-53-4430-1210 WTR PLANT WATER/SEWERAGE -               (42,500)             (42,500)        
To add rehab of raw water vault and water usage at water plant. -                        

505-34-0000-4212 REVENUE WATER TAPS 30,000     10,000              40,000         
505-34-0000-4216 REVENUE LABOR & MATERIALS CHARGES -               75,000              75,000         
505-52-4430-3100 WTR PLANT INSURANCE & BONDS -               (23,000)             (23,000)        
505-53-4440-1111 WTR MAINT LINES & SYSTEM- REIMB MATER -               (62,000)             (62,000)        

-                        

ADOPTED AT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

CITY CLERK DATE

To reflect labor and materials expense & reimbursements and insurance 
allocation for water plant.

09/11/2018
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DEPT 

# GENERAL FUND
 ACTUAL         

2015 
 ACTUAL          

2016 
 ACTUAL 

2017 

 AMENDED 
BUDGET          

2018 
 BUDGET          

2019 

REVENUES
31    TAXES 1,792,308$  1,897,464$  1,952,383$  1,912,700$  2,019,400$  
32    LICENSES & PERMITS 66,591         109,465       137,905       114,250       132,500       
33    INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVENUE 26,963         28,811         9,961           24,480         3,000           
34    CHARGES FOR SERVICES 52,676         23,476         24,808         23,100         31,350         
35    FINES AND FORFEITURES 222,979       168,446       185,749       180,000       200,000       
36    INVESTMENT INCOME 2,644           4,363           4,552           2,000           4,000           
37    CONTRIBUTIONS AND DONATIONS 3,565           100              -                   -                   -                   
38    MISCELLANEOUS REVENUE 58,711         65,560         67,040         52,000         52,000         
39    OTHER FINANCING SOURCES 506,161       147,396       47,974         184,000       -                   

TOTAL REVENUES 2,732,598$  2,445,081$  2,430,372$  2,492,530$  2,442,250$  

EXPENDITURES
1100 MAYOR AND COUNCIL 105,096$     105,255       109,400$     139,285$     153,050$     
1400 ELECTIONS -                   348              29,488         -                   -                   
1500 GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 380,584       342,449       299,178       307,380       294,792       
1514 TAX ADMIN & LICENSING 48,826         49,262         48,175         50,545         51,224         
2650 MUNICIPAL COURT 129,371       123,859       128,875       138,158       139,638       
3200 POLICE 860,640       797,247       827,904       848,399       874,337       
3226 CUSTODY OF PRISIONERS 5,650           9,110           7,290           10,000         7,000           
3520 FIRE FIGHTING 25,652         18,646         21,151         26,600         23,600         
4200 HIGHWAYS & STREETS 351,403       307,873       304,121       313,433       355,978       
4900 SHOP 1,813           62,977         60,165         268,047       109,261       
6124 RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 141,830       133,726       140,595       129,458       125,163       
6210 PARKS ADMINISTRATION 36,138         40,792         51,662         49,231         52,408         
6220 PARK AREAS 47,900         217,473       102,446       114,795       128,502       
6225 PARK GRANT 5,549           -                   -                   -                   -                   
7400 PLANNING AND ZONING 29,831         51,024         29,513         59,198         71,927         
7550 DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT 31,263         52,630         39,133         33,650         51,020         
7565 SPECIAL FACILITIES- RENTAL 2,260           3,685           3,121           4,350           4,350           

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 2,203,806$  2,316,356$  2,202,217$  2,492,530$  2,442,250$  

CITY OF BLUE RIDGE
2019

BUDGET SUMMARY
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CITY OF BLUE RIDGE
2019

BUDGET SUMMARY

 
DEPT 

# CONFISCATED ASSETS FUND
 ACTUAL         

2015 
 ACTUAL          

2016 
 ACTUAL 

2017 

 AMENDED 
BUDGET          

2018 
 BUDGET          

2019 

REVENUES
35    FINES & FORFEITURES 2,511$         1,652$         8,253$         1,500$         1,500$         

EXPENDITURES
3200 POLICE 2,291$         245$            8,415$         1,500$         1,500$         

 
DEPT 

# HOTEL/MOTEL FUND
 ACTUAL         

2015 
 ACTUAL          

2016 
 ACTUAL 

2017 

 AMENDED 
BUDGET          

2018 
 BUDGET          

2019 

REVENUES
31    TAXES 144,764$     169,235$     169,264$     180,000       170,000       
34    CHARGES FOR SERVICES -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   

TOTAL REVENUES 144,764$     169,235$     169,264$     180,000       170,000       

EXPENDITURES
7540 TOURISM/ICE RINK -$                 -$                 10,688$       -$                 -$                 
7550 DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT 92,451         183,649       116,089       180,000       170,000       
7565 SPECIAL FACILITIES 9,448           5,118           7,126           -                   -                   

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 101,899$     188,767$     268,903$     180,000       170,000       

 
DEPT 

# SPLOST FUND
 ACTUAL         

2015 
 ACTUAL          

2016 
 ACTUAL 

2017 

 AMENDED 
BUDGET          

2018 
 BUDGET          

2019 

REVENUES
33    INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVENUE 292,193$     326,732$     364,982$     732,268$     746,000$     
36    INVESTMENT INCOME 942              1,423           504              500              500              
38    MISCELLANEOUS REVENUE 7,922           -                   12,508         -                   -                   
39    OTHER FINANCING SOURCES -                   -                   135,000       -                   -                   

TOTAL REVENUES 301,057$     328,155$     512,994$     732,768$     746,500$     

EXPENDITURES
4200 HIGHWAYS & STREETS 49,441$       106,551$     1,332,698$  357,768$     371,500$     
7550 DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT -                   15,125         60,654         375,000       375,000       

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 49,441$       121,676$     1,393,352$  732,768$     746,500$     
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CITY OF BLUE RIDGE
2019

BUDGET SUMMARY

 
DEPT 

# WATER AND SEWER FUND
 ACTUAL         

2015 
 ACTUAL          

2016 
 ACTUAL 

2017 

 AMENDED 
BUDGET          

2018 
 BUDGET          

2019 

REVENUES
33    INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVENUE 1,698,721$  2,060,344$  451,071$     662,500$     253,000$     
34    CHARGES FOR SERVICES 2,702,985    3,094,750    3,305,992    3,398,000    3,601,500    
36    INVESTMENT INCOME 2,367           1,895           2,539           2,000           2,000           
38    MISCELLANEOUS REVENUE -                   5,807           16,672         -                   -                   
39    OTHER FINANCING SOURCES -                   -                   -                   938,000       1,787,000    

TOTAL REVENUES 4,404,073$  5,162,796$  3,776,274$  5,000,500$  5,643,500$  

EXPENSES
4310 SANITARY ADMINISTRATION 242,059$     289,630$     331,355$     133,775$     121,735$     
4311 CDBG SEWER GRANT -                   -                   174              520,000       -                   
4331 SANITARY SEWER MAINTENANCE 143,272       220,537       218,305       1,158,163    1,063,720    
4335 SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT 423,891       383,076       402,136       418,648       709,637       
4410 WATER ADMINISTRATION 455,060       648,955       815,984       838,285       844,834       
4415 GEFA PROJECT 161,456       127,295       161,212       250,000       1,346,000    
4430 WATER TREATMENT 393,433       426,135       413,438       423,769       462,958       
4440 WATER DISTRIBUTION 595,366       636,686       535,007       1,164,360    1,004,441    
4450 WATER LOSS PREVENTION 30,984         36,561         49,047         93,500         90,174         

TOTAL EXPENSES 2,445,521$  2,768,875$  2,926,658$  5,000,500$  5,643,500$  
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FIRST READING_____________ 
 

ADVERTISED _______________ 
 

PASSED____________________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE NO. ________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF BLUE 
RIDGE, GEORGIA, BY REZONING ONE TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND 
WITHIN THE CITY OF BLUE RIDGE, BEING TAX PARCEL BR02 01801  
OWNED BY BETTER BUILDING SYSTEMS, INC. AND BEING 
APPROXIMATELY .3 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, AS MORE PARTICULARLY 
DESCRIBED ON THE PLAT WHICH IS ATTACHED HERETO AND, WHICH 
IS INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE INTO THIS ORDINANCE, AND 
REZONING THE PROPERTY FROM A LIMITED COMMERCIAL DISTRICT 
(“C-1”) TO A CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT (“CBD”), WITH 
CONDITIONS; REPEALING CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO PROVIDE 
FOR SEVERABILITY; TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES. 
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of Blue Ridge, Georgia as follows: 

SECTION 1 
ZONING IMPOSED WITH CONDITIONS 

 
 (a) That from and after the passage of this ordinance the following described 

parcel within the City of Blue Ridge shall be zoned and so designated on the 

zoning map of the City of Blue Ridge as a Central Business District (CBD) 

District, being designated as tax parcel BR02 01801, currently owned by Better 

Building Systems, Inc. and being approximately .3 acres, with the following 

conditions: 

 

August 14, 2018

August 22, 2018

September 11, 2018

2018-09-11(1)
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 Conditions: 

(1) the existing structure may not be enlarged such that it moves any closer 

to the common property line adjoining properties identified as BR 02-008 

and BR 02-019 on the attached Exhibit “A”; and  

(2) any buffer requirement for the existing structure is waived. 

 Legal Description: 

 (b) The legal description of the above-referenced property, which is being 

rezoned from Limited Commercial (C-1) District to Central Business District 

(CBD) District, is as follows: 

 All that tract and parcel of land being approximately .3 acres and lying and 

being within the City of Blue Ridge, Fannin County, Georgia, and owned by Better 

Building Systems, Inc., and more particularly described on the plat which is 

attached hereto and incorporated by reference hereof, into this legal description.  

SECTION 2: 
REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES TO REMOVE CONFLICT 

 
 All parts of ordinances in conflict with the terms of this ordinance are hereby 

repealed to the extent of the conflict, but it is hereby provided that any ordinance 

or law which may be applicable hereto and aid in carrying out and making 

effective the intent, purpose and provisions hereof, is hereby adopted as a part 

hereof and shall be legally construed to be in favor of upholding this Ordinance on 

behalf of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia. 
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SECTION 3.  
SEVERABILITY 

 
 If any paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase or any other portion 

of this Ordinance should be declared invalid or unconstitutional by any Court of 

competent jurisdiction or if the provisions of any part of this Ordinance as applied 

to any particular person, situation or set of circumstances is declared invalid or 

unconstitutional, such invalidity shall not be construed to affect the provisions of 

this Ordinance not so held to be invalid, or the application of this Ordinance to 

other circumstances not so held to be invalid.  It is hereby declared to be the 

legislative intent of the City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia to provide 

for separate and divisible parts and it does hereby adopt any and all parts hereof as 

may not be held invalid for any reason. 

SECTION 4. 
AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING MAP 

 
 This ordinance is enacted as an amendment to the zoning map of the City of 

Blue Ridge.  

SECTION 5.  
EFFECTIVE DATE 

 
The effective date of this Ordinance shall be immediately upon its passage 

by the City Council and execution by the Mayor or upon fifteen (15) days expiring 
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FIRST READING_____________ 

 

ADVERTISED _______________ 

 

PASSED____________________ 

 

AN ORDINANCE NO. ________ 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF BLUE 

RIDGE, GEORGIA, BY REZONING TWO TRACTS OR PARCELS OF LAND 

WITHIN THE CITY OF BLUE RIDGE, BEING TAX PARCELS BR01-087 

AND BR01-087A OWNED BY ADA STREET, LLC AND BEING 

APPROXIMATELY 1.05 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, AS MORE 

PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED ON THE PLAT WHICH IS ATTACHED 

HERETO AND, WHICH IS INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE INTO THIS 

ORDINANCE, AND REZONING THE PROPERTY FROM A LIMITED 

COMMERCIAL C-1 DISTRICT TO A GENERAL COMMERCIAL C-2 

DISTRICT, WITHOUT CONDITIONS; REPEALING CONFLICTING 

ORDINANCES; TO PROVIDE FOR SEVERABILITY; TO PROVIDE FOR AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of Blue Ridge, Georgia as follows: 

SECTION 1 

ZONING IMPOSED WITHOUT CONDITIONS 

 

 (a) That from and after the passage of this ordinance the following described 

parcel within the City of Blue Ridge shall be zoned and so designated on the 

zoning map of the City of Blue Ridge as a General Commercial (C-2) District, 

being designated as tax parcel BR01 087 and BR01 087A, currently owned by Ada 

Street, LLC and being approximately 1.05 acres, with the following conditions: 

 Conditions: 

 (1) None 

August 14, 2018

August 22, 2018

September 11, 2018

2018-09-11(2)
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 Legal Description: 

 (b) The legal description of the above-referenced property, which is being 

rezoned from Limited Commercial (C-1) District to General Commercial (C-2) 

District, is as follows: 

 All that tract and parcel of land being approximately 1.05 acres and lying 

and being within the City of Blue Ridge, Fannin County, Georgia, and owned by 

Ada Street, LLC, and more particularly described on the plat which is attached 

hereto and incorporated by reference hereof, into this legal description.  

SECTION 2: 

REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES TO REMOVE CONFLICT 

 

 All parts of ordinances in conflict with the terms of this ordinance are hereby 

repealed to the extent of the conflict, but it is hereby provided that any ordinance 

or law which may be applicable hereto and aid in carrying out and making 

effective the intent, purpose and provisions hereof, is hereby adopted as a part 

hereof and shall be legally construed to be in favor of upholding this Ordinance on 

behalf of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia. 

SECTION 3.  

SEVERABILITY 

 

 If any paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase or any other portion 

of this Ordinance should be declared invalid or unconstitutional by any Court of 

competent jurisdiction or if the provisions of any part of this Ordinance as applied 
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to any particular person, situation or set of circumstances is declared invalid or 

unconstitutional, such invalidity shall not be construed to affect the provisions of 

this Ordinance not so held to be invalid, or the application of this Ordinance to 

other circumstances not so held to be invalid.  It is hereby declared to be the 

legislative intent of the City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia to provide 

for separate and divisible parts and it does hereby adopt any and all parts hereof as 

may not be held invalid for any reason. 

SECTION 4. 

AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING MAP 
 

 This ordinance is enacted as an amendment to the zoning map of the City of 

Blue Ridge.  

SECTION 5.  

EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

The effective date of this Ordinance shall be immediately upon its passage 

by the City Council and execution by the Mayor or upon fifteen (15) days expiring 

from the date of its passage without a veto of said Ordinance by the Mayor as set 

forth in the City Charter at Section 3.23(b).   

 

 

 

  







FIRST READING : July 10, 2018 

ADVERTISED :

PASSED:____________________ 

AN ORDINANCE NO. ________ 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND REPEAL CERTAIN PORTIONS OF THE 
CITY OF BLUE RIDGE, GEORGIA ORDINANCES PERTAINING TO THE 
PROCEDURE AND OTHER MATTERS REGARDING THE CITY OF BLUE 
RIDGE PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE CITY OF BLUE RIDGE 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES; 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, finds that 

the certain changes set forth herein will be consistent with the provisions set forth in 

the City Charter, Ga. Const. Art. 9, §2, Para. IV, O.C.G.A. § 36-66-1 et seq.; 

O.C.G.A. § 36-70-1 et seq. and other applicable law;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED, AND IT IS HEREBY 

ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, as authorized by 

the City Charter and general law, as follows:  

SECTION 1 

CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 

The following changes shall be made to Sections 31.092 of the City of Blue 

Ridge Ordinances: 

§ 31.092 ORGANIZATION, RULES OF PROCEDURE is hereby

amended to read as follows: 

August 22, 2018

September 11, 2018

2018-09-11(3)

PUBLIC HEARING: September 11, 2018 



The Planning Commission shall elect its Chairperson from among its 

members who shall serve for one year or until he or her are re-elected or a successor 

is elected. The Planning Commission shall appoint a Secretary, who may be an 

employee of the City. Meetings shall be held regularly each month and at such other 

times as the Planning Commission may decide provided, however, no meeting shall 

be scheduled to begin later than 6 p.m..  The meetings may be cancelled by the 

Mayor or the Chairperson if there are not matters to be acted upon by the Planning 

Commission.  The Planning Commission shall keep minutes of its proceedings, 

showing the vote of each member upon each question before it, absent or failing to 

vote, indicating such fact, and shall keep records of its examinations and other 

official actions, all of which shall be immediately filed in the Office of the Zoning 

Administrator and shall be a public record.   Subject to approval by the City 

Attorney, tThe Planning Commission may adopt by-laws or its own rules of 

procedure, but said rules of procedure shall comply with the requirements of Georgia 

law regarding zoning matters as set forth at O.C.G.A. § 36-66-1 et seq.  Meetings of 

the Planning Commission shall comply with the Open Meetings Act under Georgia 

law.  Three members of the Planning Commission shall constitute a quorum.  A 

majority of the quorum present in a meeting of the Planning Commission may take 

action on any matter before it.   A voting decision resulting in a tie vote shall cause 



the matter to be forwarded to the Mayor and City Council as a “no recommendation” 

and shall not be a recommendation of denial or approval. 

ARTICLE 23 - ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

The following changes shall be made to Sections 23.2 and of the City of Blue 

Ridge Zoning Ordinance: 

23.2 Organization shall be amended to read as follows: 

The Board shall elect one of its members as Chairman, who shall serve for 

one year or until he is re-elected or his successor is elected.  Meetings of the Board 

shall be held regularly each month and at such times as the Board may decide 

provided, however, that no meeting shall start later than 6:00 p.m..  The meetings 

may be canceled by the Mayor or the Chairman if there are no matters to be acted 

upon by the Board.  The Board shall keep minutes of its proceedings, showing the 

vote of each member upon each question or if absent or failing to vote, indicating 

such fact, and shall keep records of its examinations and other official actions, all of 

which shall be immediately filed in the Office of the Zoning Administrator and shall 

be a public record.  

23.4-3   Hearing Procedure:   

 Subject to approval by the City Attorney, tThe Board shall adopt such rules 

and regulations for the conduct of the public hearings as are consistent with State 



law and are appropriate to its responsibilities, which shall be published and available 

to the public, including rules on the presentation of evidence.  

SECTION 2: 
  

REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES TO REMOVE CONFLICT 
 

 All parts of ordinances in conflict with the terms of this ordinance are hereby 

repealed to the extent of the conflict, but it is hereby provided that any ordinance or 

law which may be applicable hereto and aid in carrying out and making effective the 

intent, purpose and provisions hereof, is hereby adopted as a part hereof and shall be 

legally construed to be in favor of upholding this Ordinance on behalf of the City of 

Blue Ridge, Georgia.  This numbering of this ordinance may be changed for 

inclusion within the Zoning Ordinance or as such other place as may be deemed 

appropriate to codify all ordinances.  In the event this Ordinance goes into effect and 

any City Council Person fails to appoint a person to either the Planning Commission 

or the Zoning Board of Appeals, the Mayor shall appoint a member or members to 

serve until such time as an appointment to both boards are made by all 

Councilmembers. 

SECTION 3. 
 

SEVERABILITY 
 

 If any paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase or any other portion 

of this Ordinance should be declared invalid or unconstitutional by any Court of 



competent jurisdiction or if the provisions of any part of this Ordinance as applied 

to any particular person, situation or set of circumstances is declared invalid or 

unconstitutional, such invalidity shall not be construed to affect the provisions of 

this Ordinance not so held to be invalid, or the application of this Ordinance to other 

circumstances not so held to be invalid.  It is hereby declared to be the legislative 

intent of the City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia to provide for separate 

and divisible parts and it does hereby adopt any and all parts hereof as may not be 

held invalid for any reason. 

SECTION 4.  
 

EFFECTIVE DATE 
 

The effective date of this Ordinance shall be immediately upon its passage 

by the City Council and execution by the Mayor or upon fifteen (15) days expiring 

from the date of its passage without a veto of said Ordinance by the Mayor as set 

forth in the City Charter at Section 3.23(b). 

 
  

 

 

  

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                     





 

FIRST READING_____________ 

 

ADVERTISED _______________ 

 

  PUBLIC HEARING___________ 

 

PASSED____________________ 

 

AN ORDINANCE NO. ________ 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, UPDATE AND REPEAL CERTAIN 

PORTIONS OF THE CITY OF BLUE RIDGE, GEORGIA ORDINANCES 

PERTAINING TO THE REQUIREMENTS FOR FILING AN APPLICATION 

FOR A MAP AMENDMENT/REZONING AND AN APPLICATION FOR A 

VARIANCE; FOR ESTABLISHING STANDARDS FOR CONSIDERATION OF 

VARIANCES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES; 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, desires to update the 

requirements for filing applications seeking a re-zoning or a variance and to 

establish standards to consider when issuing variances; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, finds that 

the certain changes set forth herein will be consistent with the provisions set forth 

in the City Charter, Ga. Const. Art. 9, § 2, Para. IV, O.C.G.A. § 36-66-1 et seq.; 

O.C.G.A. § 36-70-1 et seq. and other applicable law;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED, AND IT IS HEREBY 

ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, as authorized by 

the City Charter and general law, changes to the Zoning Ordinance as follows:  

 

 

August 14, 2018

August 22, 2018

September 11, 2018

September 11, 2018

2018-09-11(4)



 

SECTION 1 

ARTICLE 23 

Section 23.4-1 entitled “Applications” shall be repealed and replaced with 

the following [needed to file an application for a variance]: 

23.4-1 entitled “Applications.”  Application for a hearing and decision on requests 

for variances, appeals, and special exceptions shall be filed with the Zoning 

Administrator on provided forms at least 30 days prior to the meeting at which 

they are to be heard.  Each application shall contain such information as the Zoning 

Administrator may require to enable the Board to make its decision.  Each 

application for a variance shall include the following information: 

a. Original notarized signatures of titleholder(s) and representative(s). 

b. If the titleholder(s) is a domestic or foreign corporation, then the following 

documentation shall also be required: 

(1) A notarized statement under oath that the individual signing on behalf 

of the Corporation is duly authorized to execute the variance application on 

behalf of the Corporation and that the execution of this specific variance 

application has been duly authorized; 

(2) That any officer of the corporation executing the document does in 

fact occupy the official position indicated, that one in such position is duly 



 

authorized to execute such document on behalf of the corporation, and that 

the signature of such officer subscribed thereto is genuine; and 

(3) That the execution of the document on behalf of the corporation has 

been duly authorized. 

c. A copy of the warranty deed that reflects the current owner(s) of the 

property. 

d. A current legal description of the subject property. 

e. A copy of current plot plan and current boundary survey drawn to scale and 

stamped by a registered engineer, architect, land planner, or land surveyor 

currently registered in accordance with applicable state laws. These plans must 

include: 1) north arrow; 2) land lot lines; 3) district lines; 4) lot lines 5) angles; 6) 

bearing and distances; 7) adjoining street with right-of-way (present and 

proposed); 8) paving widths; 9) the exact size and location of all buildings along 

with intended use; 10) buffer areas; 11) parking spaces; 12) lakes and streams; 13) 

utility easements; 14) limits of the 100-year floodplain and acreage of floodplain; 

15) cemeteries; 16) wetlands; 17) access points; and 18) stream buffers. 

f. A copy of the paid tax receipt for the subject property.  Properties with 

delinquent taxes may be withdrawn by Staff and/or delayed or denied by the 

Zoning Board of Appeals 



 

Section 23.3-1 entitled “Variances” shall be repealed and replaced with the 

following: 

23.3-1 Variances. The Board shall hear and decide applications for variances from 

the requirements of this Ordinance.  The Board shall have the power to: 

a. Authorize upon application in specific cases such variance from the terms of 

this Ordinance as will not be contrary to the public interest where, owing to special 

conditions, a literal enforcement of the provisions of this Ordinance will, in an 

individual case, result in unnecessary hardship, so that the spirit of this Ordinance 

shall be observed, public safety and welfare secured, and substantial justice done. 

Such variance may be granted in such individual case of unnecessary hardship 

upon a finding by the Zoning Board of Appeals that:  

1. There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the 

particular piece of property in question because of its size, shape or 

topography;  

2. The application of this Ordinance to this particular piece of property 

would create an unnecessary hardship;  

3. Such conditions are peculiar to the particular piece of property involved; 

and  

4. Relief, if granted, would not cause substantial detriment to the public 

good or impair the purposes and intent of this Ordinance. 



 

No variance may be granted for a use of land or building or structure that is 

prohibited by this Ordinance. No variance may be granted that would conflict with 

or alter a stipulation or condition imposed by the Blue Ridge City Council, except 

for setback variances which are less than 25 percent than the underlying 

requirement and do not alter the basic tenets of any site plan included and 

approved as a stipulation. 

ARTICLE 24 

Section 24.2-1 entitled “Application Information” shall be repealed and 

replaced with the following [needed to file an application for a rezoning]: 

a. Original notarized signatures of titleholder(s) and representative(s). 

(1) If the titleholder(s) is a domestic or foreign corporation, then the 

following documentation shall also be required: 

(i) A notarized statement under oath that the individual signing on 

behalf of the corporation is duly authorized to execute the rezoning 

application on behalf of the corporation and that the execution of this 

specific rezoning application has been duly authorized; 

(2) That any officer of the corporation executing the document does in 

fact occupy the official position indicated, that one in such position is duly 

authorized to execute such document  on behalf of the corporation, and that 

the signature of such officer subscribed thereto is genuine; and 



 

(3) That the execution of the document on behalf of the corporation has 

been duly authorized. 

b. A copy of the warranty deed that reflects the current owner(s) of the 

property. Security deeds are not acceptable. 

c. A current legal description of the subject property. If the application consists 

of several tracts, a legal description of each tract is required. A separate legal 

description of each zoning classification is also required, as well as an overall 

description of all tracts and/or classifications combined. No legal description 

should include more property than what has been requested for rezoning. 

d. A copy of the paid tax receipt for the subject property. Properties with 

delinquent taxes may be withdrawn by Staff and/or delayed or denied by the City 

Council.  

e. A copy of current site plan and current boundary survey drawn to scale by a 

registered engineer, architect, land planner, or land surveyor currently registered in 

accordance with applicable state laws. (Plans must be stamped). These plans must 

include: (1) north arrow; 2) land lot lines; 3)  district lines; 4) lot lines; 5) angles; 

6) bearing and distances; 7) adjoining street with right-of-way (present and 

proposed); 8) paving widths; 9) the exact size and location of all buildings along 

with intended use;  10) buffer areas;  11) parking spaces;  12) lakes and streams;  



 

13) utility easements;  14)  limits of the 100-year flood plain and acreage of flood 

plain; 15) cemeteries; 16) wetlands; 17) access points; and 18) stream buffers. 

f. The mailing addressed of the owners of all adjacent abutting properties, 

including those which would be abutting if not separated by the width of a public 

street R/W, as shown on the tax records of Fannin County upon the filing date of 

the said application. 

g. The financial disclosure statements regarding: 1) Campaign Contributions 

and Gifts by Applicants; and 2) Property/Financial Interests by the Applicant, as 

required by O.C.G.A. § Title 36, Chapter 67A. 

h. After the adoption of this ordinance, any other information which may be 

required under the laws of Georgia, as amended.   

i. Every application for rezoning involving a request for a non-residential 

zoning district shall include a complete written, documented analysis of the impact 

of the proposed rezoning with respect to each of the following matters: 

(1) Whether the zoning proposal will permit a use that is suitable in view 

of the use and development of adjacent and nearby property; 

(2) Whether the zoning proposal will adversely affect the existing use or 

usability of adjacent or nearby property; 

(3) Whether the property to be affected by the zoning proposal has a 

reasonable economic use as currently zoned; 



 

(4) Whether the zoning proposal will result in a use which will or could 

cause an excessive or burdensome use of existing streets, transportation 

facilities, utilities, or schools; 

(5) Whether the zoning proposal is in conformity with the policy and 

intent of the land use plan; and 

(6) Whether there are other existing or changing conditions affecting the 

use and development of the property, which give supporting grounds for 

either approval or disapproval of the zoning proposal. 

j. Any other information required under other sections of this Ordinance.   

SECTION 2: 

  

REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES TO REMOVE CONFLICT 

 

 All parts of ordinances in conflict with the terms of this ordinance are hereby 

repealed to the extent of the conflict, but it is hereby provided that any ordinance 

or law which may be applicable hereto and aid in carrying out and making 

effective the intent, purpose and provisions hereof, is hereby adopted as a part 

hereof and shall be legally construed to be in favor of upholding this Ordinance on 

behalf of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SECTION 3.  

 

SEVERABILITY 

 

 If any paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase or any other portion 

of this Ordinance should be declared invalid or unconstitutional by any Court of 

competent jurisdiction or if the provisions of any part of this Ordinance as applied 

to any particular person, situation or set of circumstances is declared invalid or 

unconstitutional, such invalidity shall not be construed to affect the provisions of 

this Ordinance not so held to be invalid, or the application of this Ordinance to 

other circumstances not so held to be invalid.  It is hereby declared to be the 

legislative intent of the City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia to provide 

for separate and divisible parts and it does hereby adopt any and all parts hereof as 

may not be held invalid for any reason. 

SECTION 4.  

 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

The effective date of this Ordinance shall be immediately upon its passage 

by the City Council and execution by the Mayor or upon fifteen (15) days expiring 

from the date of its passage without a veto of said Ordinance by the Mayor as set 

forth in the City Charter at Section 3.23(b). 
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         Center Line Stripping 
              Attachment #1 
 
Keith Donaldson, 706-897-1319 

$525.00 per linear mile (Single Line) which includes labor, and material. 

$1000,00 per linear mile (Double line)!! 

(1) Currently we have 5.0 linear miles (Double Yellow Line) to strip.  

Total Cost $ $5,000.00 

 

  

Jeff Stewart 

Project manager 

City of Blue Ridge 

706-632-2091 ext. 113 

 





































         Center Line Stripping 
             Attachment #2  
 
Keith Donaldson, 706-897-1319 

$525.00 per linear mile (Single Line) which includes labor, and material. 

$1000,00 per linear mile (Double line)!! 

(1) Striping the Centerline (Double Line) on East First Street from city limit (Bill 
Holt) to Marina, including Marina Road $5,940. 

(2) 47 white turning arrows thermoplastic price is $5,875. 
(3) White stop bars thermoplastic $2,400. 

Total cost $14,214.00 

  

Jeff Stewart 

Project manager 

City of Blue Ridge 

706-632-2091 ext. 113 
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City of Blue Ridge 
Council Meeting Minutes 

City Hall 
480 West First Street 

October 9, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Present: Mayor Donna Whitener 
Council Members Robbie Cornelius,  
Nathan Fitts, Kenneth Gaddis,  
Rhonda Haight and Harold Herndon 
City Clerk Kelsey Ledford 
Finance Director Alicia Stewart 
Zoning, Land Development  
and Project Manager Jeff Stewart 
 
Absent: City Attorney James Balli  
 
 

1) Call Meeting to Order: 
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to call the meeting to order. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

2) Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance: 
Council Member Kenneth Gaddis offered a word of prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

3) Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting: 
a) September 11, 2018 Council Meeting Minutes (includes Executive Session Minutes) 

This item was not discussed. 
 

4) Approval of Agenda or Motion to Amend Agenda (if applicable): 
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to amend the agenda by moving the topic of 
water rates to be discussed after the topic of traffic signs. The motion was seconded by Council 
Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 
 

Public Comments (for all speakers who have signed up the previous week): 
5) Cesar Martinez—Blue Ridge Business Association: 

Cesar Martinez discussed downtown Wi-Fi and Downtown Development Authorities. 
6)  
7)  
8)  
9)  

Kelsey
Sticky Note
October 9, 2018 Council Meeting Minutes
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Action Agenda Items (Items requiring the approval of the Council): 
10) FY2018 Millage Rate Ordinance (Public Hearing / Second Reading and Adoption): 

Mayor Donna Whitener read the first paragraph of the proposed ordinance. The City received 
no public comments. Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to adopt the FY2018 
Millage Rate Ordinance (attached). The motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie 
Cornelius. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

11) FY2019 Budget (Second Hearing and Resolution of Adoption): 
Mayor Donna Whitener read the first paragraph of the proposed resolution. The City received 
no public comments. Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to adopt the FY2019 Budget 
Resolution (attached). The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. The 
Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

12) Waste Water Rate Approval set forth in the FY2019 budget: 
The Mayor and Council briefly discussed the Waste Water Rate and septic company dumping. 
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the rate for the waste water 
revenue set forth in the FY2019 budget. The motion was seconded by Council Member Kenneth 
Gaddis. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

13) GMEBS Ordinance and Adoption Agreement (Second Reading and Adoption): 
Mayor Donna Whitener addressed why the Council needed to adopt the amendment to the 
agreement and explained that it was to be compliant with current legislature. Council Member 
Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the adoption of the GMEBS Ordinance and Adoption 
Agreement (attached). The motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The 
Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 
  

14) GEFA Loan No. CW2016012 Modification Resolution: 
Mayor Donna Whitener explained that the Trackside Lane Lift Station project was behind the 
original schedule due to the City rebidding the project. Therefore, a modification has been made 
to the GEFA loan in regards to the project completion date. Council Member Nathan Fitts made 
a motion to adopt the GEFA Loan No. CW2016012 Modification Resolution (attached). The 
motion was seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 5-0. Motion 
carried.  
 

15) Trackside Lane Lift Station Replacement Notice of Award: 
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to authorize Mayor Donna Whitener to sign the 
Notice of Award (NOA) for the Trackside Lane Lift Station project (attached). The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. The project 
was awarded to Mullins Utility & Contracting, LLC in the amount of $482,310.50. 
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16) Code of Ordinances Update: 
City Clerk Kelsey Ledford presented the Council with two quotes for a proposed update to the 
City’s Code of Ordinances. She explained the importance of and benefits of an updated code of 
ordinances, not only for staff but for the public as well. She recommended that the Council 
award the project to Municode and authorize a budget of $15,000.00 for her to spend 
accordingly. Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve Municode and allow 
City Clerk Kelsey Ledford a budget of $15,000.00 for updating the City’s Code of Ordinances. The 
motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 5-0. Motion 
carried.  
 

17) Fannin County Sheriff’s Office Accident Review Board Recommendation: 
The Mayor and Council reviewed the recommendation from the Sheriff’s Accident Review Board 
(attached) in regards to a portion of West First Street in front of the Sheriff’s Office. After 
discussion, Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to table until further study could be 
done. The motion was seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 5-0. 
Motion carried.  
 

18) Traffic Signs on West First Street, West Main Street, Depot Street & Flashing Light on Mountain 
Street: 
The Mayor and Council discussed traffic control devices at the above mentioned locations. The 
Chief of Police, Johnny Scearce, was given instruction to collect information and provide a 
recommendation back to the Council on the proposed changes to traffic flow. 
Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the proposed four-way stop at West 
Main Street and McKinney Street. The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. 
The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to table the proposed four-way stop at West First 
Street and Church Street. The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. The 
Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the proposed caution light at East 
Main Street and Mountain Street. The motion was seconded by Council Member Kenneth 
Gaddis. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

19) Water Rates: 
The Mayor and Council revisited the discussion of the wholesale water rate increase that 
ultimately effects the Fannin County Water Authority. Mayor Donna Whitener began discussion 
by saying that a motion was made to approve an increase in the wholesale water rates. 
However, she expressed that she had concerns with the rate calculation and that she wanted to 
be fair. Council Member Kenneth Gaddis expressed concerns in regards to not understanding 
that all the sudden the City cannot calculate its own rates accurately. The Mayor explained that 
she believed a third-party should calculate the City’s water rates. Mayor Donna Whitener 
mentioned that the City Attorney and County Attorney were working together on drafting a new 
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contract. She explained that she thought the contract should renew around April in order to get 
water audit information and year-end numbers. After extended discussion, Council Member 
Rhonda Haight made a motion to rescind the August date and revisit the topic next month. The 
motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 4-1 with Council 
Member Kenneth Gaddis opposed. 

 
Purchasing Approvals: 

20) Water Department Air Compressor Purchase: 
The Mayor and Council were presented two quotes for an air compressor for the Water 
Department (attached). Council Member Kenneth Gaddis made a motion to approve the 
purchase of a used air compressor from Rick’s Rental in the amount of $7,000.00. The motion 
was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. 
 

21) Propane Gas Quotes: 
The topic was tabled from the previous meeting in September. Council Member Kenneth Gaddis 
made a motion to approve the quote received from Fort Mountain Propane in the amount of 
$1.089/gal. The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 4-0 
with Council Member Rhonda Haight abstaining.  Motion carried. 
 

Discussion Agenda Items (Items for discussion only): 
22) Downtown Development Authority: 

The Mayor and Council discussed contracting services from Ann Arnold for assistance in creating 
the Downtown Development Authority. Her first task is to interview possible candidates for the 
board should one be created. They continued to discuss the proposed resolution and will be 
submitting questions/revisions to City Clerk Kelsey Ledford to forward to City Attorney James 
Balli.  
 

23) Executive Session (if needed)—Personnel and Land Sale: 
Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to close the meeting for an executive session for 
the purpose of discussing personnel and land sale. The motion was seconded by Council 
Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to open the meeting from an executive session. 
The motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 5-0. Motion 
carried. 
Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to take Ricky Henry and Bobby Bearden off of their 
probationary periods. The motion was seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The 
Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 
 
 
 





1 

 

FIRST READING     

 

ADVERTISED      

 

PUBLIC HEARING     

 

PASSED       

 

 AN ORDINANCE NO.     

 

AN ORDINANCE TO THE AD VALOREM TAX RATE FOR THE CITY OF 

BLUE RIDGE, GEORGIA FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR OF 2018 AND THE 

FISCAL YEAR FOR SAID CITY OF BLUE RIDGE; TO LEVY SAID TAX 

UPON ALL PROPERTY SUBJECT TO TAXATION BY THE CITY OF BLUE 

RIDGE, GEORGIA; TO PROVIDE FOR THE TIME OF PAYMENT OF SAID 

TAXES; TO PROVIDE FOR INTEREST AND PENALTIES FOR THE 

FAILURE TO PAY TAXES; TO PROVIDE FOR AN ADMINISTRATIVE 

PROCEDURE FOR THE COLLECTION OF DELINQUENT AD VALOREM 

TAXES; TO PROVIDE AN ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE FOR THE 

COLLECTION OF DELINQUENT AD VALOREM TAXES FOR YEARS 

PRIOR TO 2018; TO REPEAL CONFLICTING ORDINANCES TO THE 

EXTENT OF THE CONFLICT; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of Blue Ridge, Georgia, pursuant to 

Section 6.11 of the Charter for the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, and it is hereby 

ordained by authority of same: 

SECTION 1. 

NET MILLAGE RATE 

The ad valorem tax rate for the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, for the calendar 

year 2018 and for the 2018 fiscal year for the City of Blue Ridge, based upon an 

estimated total valuation [at the forty (40%) percent digest value] by the tax 

assessors of Fannin County of property subject to ad valorem taxation by the City 

September 11, 2018

September 26, 2018

October 9, 2018

October 9, 2018

2018-10-09



of Blue Ridge is hereby set at a net millage rate of 5.378 mills. 

SECTION 2. 

 

NET MILLAGE RATE FOR THE PURPOSE OF RAISING REVENUES TO 

PROVIDE GOVERNMENTAL SERVICES 

 

Upon adding the total receipts of the local option sales tax for the 2017 

calendar year, and dividing the net property value into it, the City Council 

determined the roll back rate for the City, and set a net millage rate of 5.378 mills 

for the Blue Ridge taxable property, to be levied on each $1,000.00 of taxable 

property (at its forty (40%) percent digest value) within the corporate limits for the 

following purposes: 

(a)  For the purpose of raising revenues to defray the cost of operating the 

City government; 

(b)  For the purpose of raising revenues to defray the cost of governmental 

services. 

(c)  For the repayment of principal and interest on general obligations, if 

any; and 

(d)  For any other public purpose as determined by the City Council in its 

discretion. 

SECTION 3. 

2018 AD VALOREM TAX LEVY 

There is hereby levied upon all property subject to ad valorem taxation by 



the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, a net ad valorem tax for the year 2018 of 5.378 

mills on each $1,000.00 of value of taxable property (at its forty (40%) percent 

digest value). 

SECTION 4. 

DUE DATE OF TAX 

The said tax imposed is due and payable upon receipt of a tax notice mailed 

to each owner of the property subject to taxation.  In any event, all taxes due under 

this Ordinance shall be paid no later than the sixtieth day after the postmark on said 

tax bills, without penalty.   

SECTION 5. 

INTEREST AND PENALTIES ASSESSED 

Unless not allowed by general statutory law, all delinquent and past due 

taxes shall bear a penalty of 5% to be added after 120 days with an additional 5% 

assessed after each successive 120 days to a maximum of 20% of the principle 

amount due.  Further, all past due and delinquent taxes shall bear interest at an 

annual rate equal to the prime loan rate as posted by the Board of Governors of the 

Federal Reserve System in statistical release H. 15, or any publication that may 

supersede it, plus 3% to accrue monthly.  Such interest rate shall be determined 

each calendar year based on the first weekly posting of statistical release H. 15 on 

or after January 1 of each year.  Interest shall begin being assessed on the sixty-



first day after the post mark on said tax bills and any period of less than one month 

shall be considered to be one month.  The director or manager of the City Tax 

Department may waive the collection of any penalties and interest, in whole or in 

part, due the City on unpaid taxes or assessments whenever or to the extent that he 

or she reasonably determines the delay in payments was attributable to the action 

or inaction of his or her department. 

SECTION 6. 

 

NOTICE, ISSUANCE OF FI.FA., AND LEVY AND SALE TO COLLECT 

PAST DUE AND DELINQUENT AD VALOREM TAXES 

 

A past due and delinquent tax notice may be mailed by the Mayor, or other 

duly authorized agent of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia to all owners of property 

subject to taxation who have not paid the tax due on or before the sixty-first day 

after the postmark on said tax bills.  The past due and delinquent tax notice may be 

sent by certified or registered mail.  Upon failure to pay the tax due within thirty 

days of a certified mail return receipt of the past due and delinquent tax notice sent 

by certified or registered mail, the Mayor, the City Manager, or other proper duly 

authorized agent for the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, may cause a writ of fieri 

facias to be issued and recorded on the appropriate tax digest of the City of Blue 

Ridge, Georgia or on the general execution docket of Fannin County.  All property 

of a taxpayer subject to said writ shall be subject to levy and sale in accordance 

with the provisions for sheriff's sales to secure payment of the past due and the 



delinquent ad valorem taxes, or through any other foreclosure procedure allowed 

under Georgia law including, but not limited to the procedure set out by O.C.G.A. 

§ 48-4-75 et seq.  The City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, shall also be entitled to assess 

the expenses of any tax foreclosure sale, including attorney's fees, which the City 

of Blue Ridge, Georgia, incurred due to the failure of the owner (taxpayer) to pay 

the ad valorem taxes owed.  In the interests of efficiency and to avoid costs of 

collection exceeding the amount due, the director or manager of the City Tax 

Department may, in his or her sole discretion, choose to waive any past due 

accounts or amounts which do not exceed ten dollars ($10). 

SECTION 7. 

 

PROCEDURE FOR COLLECTION OF PAST DUE AND DELINQUENT 

AD VALOREM TAXES FOR THE YEARS PRIOR TO  

CALENDAR YEAR 2018 

 

For all past due and delinquent ad valorem taxes for the years prior to the 

calendar year 2018 which are due and owing to the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia by 

delinquent taxpayers, the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, through a duly authorized 

agent, which may be, but does not have to be, the Mayor, the City Manager, or 

other authorized agent, may send a past due and delinquent tax notice by mail to all 

owners of property subject to taxation for the calendar years prior to 2018 who 

have not paid the tax due for said prior calendar years.  This past due and 

delinquent tax notice may be sent to said delinquent taxpayers by certified or 



registered mail, return receipt requested.  Upon failure to pay the tax due by the 

delinquent taxpayers within thirty days of a certified mail return receipt of the past 

due and delinquent tax notice, the Mayor, the City Manager, or other duly 

authorized agent of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia acting by and through the 

proper taxing authority, may cause a writ of fieri facias to be issued and recorded 

on the appropriate tax digest of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia or upon the 

general execution docket of Fannin County.  All property of the delinquent 

taxpayer subject to said writ shall be subject to levy and sale in accordance with 

the provisions for sheriff's sales to secure payment of the past due and delinquent 

ad valorem taxes, or shall be subject to any other collection procedure allowed by 

Georgia law, including but not limited to O.C.G.A. § 48-4-75 et seq.  The 

delinquent and past due ad valorem taxes for the prior calendar years shall bear a 

penalty and interest amount equal to the maximum amount allowed by general 

statutory law.  The City of Blue Ridge, Georgia shall also be entitled to assess the 

expenses of any tax foreclosure sale, including attorney's fees, which the City of 

Blue Ridge, Georgia, incurred due to the failure of the owner (taxpayer) to pay the 

ad valorem taxes owed. 

SECTION 8. 

 

REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES 

 TO THE EXTENT OF THE CONFLICT 

 

Any part of any prior ordinances, in conflict with the terms of this 



Ordinance, are hereby repealed to the extent of the conflict; but it is hereby 

provided, that any ordinance or law which may be applicable hereto and aid in 

carrying out and making effective the intent, purpose and provisions hereof, is 

hereby adopted as a part hereof and shall be legally construed to be in favor of 

upholding this Ordinance on behalf of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia.   

SECTION 9. 

SEVERABILITY 

If any paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase, or any portion of 

this Ordinance shall be declared invalid or unconstitutional by any court of 

competent jurisdiction or if the provisions of any part of this Ordinance as applied 

to any particular situation or set of circumstances shall be declared invalid or 

unconstitutional, such invalidity shall not be construed to effect the portions of this 

Ordinance not so held to be invalid, or the application of this Ordinance to other 

circumstances not so held to be invalid.  It is hereby declared to be the intent of the 

City Council of the City of Blue Ridge to provide for separate and divisible parts, 

and it does hereby adopt any and all parts hereof as may not be held invalid for any 

reason. 

SECTION 10.  

 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

The effective date of this Ordinance shall be immediately upon its passage 





PASSED:  October 9, 2018 

A RESOLUTION NO. 2018-10-09 

A RESOLUTION BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
BLUE RIDGE, GEORGIA TO ADOPT A BUDGET FOR ALL FUNDS 
OF THE CITY FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 2019; TO ADOPT THE 
BUDGET ATTACHED TO THIS RESOLUTION AND 
INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE HEREOF INTO THIS 
RESOLUTION AND WITH SAID BUDGET FOR ALL FUNDS 
INDICATING THE SUM OF ESTIMATED REVENUES, AS WELL AS 
THE SUM OF EXPECTED EXPENDITURES; TO PROVIDE FOR A 
BALANCED BUDGET FOR THE 2019 FISCAL YEAR; TO PROVIDE 
THAT NOTHING CONTAINED WITHIN THIS BUDGET 
RESOLUTION, AS WELL AS THE ATTACHED PROPOSED 
BUDGET, SHALL PRECLUDE THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
BLUE RIDGE FROM AMENDING ITS BUDGET DURING THE 2019 
FISCAL YEAR SO AS TO ADAPT TO CHANGING GOVERNMENTAL 
NEEDS DURING THE BUDGET PERIOD; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 35.45 of the Blue Ridge Code of Ordinances, the City has 

adopted a fiscal year beginning January 1 and ending December 31 of each year;  

WHEREAS, O.C.G.A. §36-81-3 provides that the governing authority of each local 

government shall adopt and operate under an annual balanced budget for the general fund, each 

special revenue fund and each debt service fund of the entity; 

WHEREAS, the City Council does hereby desire to adopt a General Fund, Confiscated 

Assets Fund, Hotel/Motel Fund, SPLOST Fund and Water and Sewer Fund budget by this 

resolution for the calendar year of 2019 and the fiscal year of 2019; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED BY THE 

ABOVE-REFERENCED AUTHORITY, as follows: 

SECTION 1.  BUDGET FOR THE FUNDS OF THE CITY OF BLUE 
RIDGE. 

The City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, as the governing authority of the 



City, does hereby adopt a balanced budget for the General Fund, Confiscated Assets Fund, 

Hotel/Motel Fund, SPLOST Fund and Water and Sewer Fund of the City for the calendar year of 

2019 and the fiscal year of 2019, and being as more specifically described by the attached ledger 

sheets comprising the budget, and which indicate the following: 

(1)  Administration, operation and maintenance expenses of each department or office of 

the City;  

(2)  Interest and debt redemption charges;  

(3)  Proposed capital expenditures, detailed by departments and offices when practicable;  

(4)  Cash deficits of the preceding year; 

(5)  Contingent expenses; and 

(6)  Such reserves as may be deemed advisable by the City Council;  

and which are all incorporated by reference into this budget resolution and comprising the budget 

for the on-coming fiscal year. 

 SECTION 2.  BALANCED BUDGET. 

 As indicated by the incorporated budget, the proposed budget for fiscal year 2019 is 

balanced in that the sum of estimated revenues and appropriated fund balances is equal to 

appropriations, and in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 36-81-3(b)(3).   

 SECTION 3.  AMENDMENT TO THE BUDGET. 

 Nothing within this budget resolution shall preclude the City Council of the City of Blue 

Ridge, Georgia from amending its budget for the 2019 fiscal year so as to adapt to changing 

governmental needs during the budget period, being said fiscal year for the City of Blue Ridge.  

The City Council of the City of Blue Ridge retains full and complete authority to amend said 

budget at any time during the budget period due to a change in anticipated revenues or through a 
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DEPT 

# GENERAL FUND
 ACTUAL         

2015 
 ACTUAL          

2016 
 ACTUAL 

2017 

 AMENDED 
BUDGET          

2018 
 BUDGET          

2019 

REVENUES
31    TAXES 1,792,308$  1,897,464$  1,952,383$  1,912,700$  2,026,400$  
32    LICENSES & PERMITS 66,591         109,465       137,905       114,250       132,500       
33    INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVENUE 26,963         28,811         9,961           24,480         3,000           
34    CHARGES FOR SERVICES 52,676         23,476         24,808         23,100         31,350         
35    FINES AND FORFEITURES 222,979       168,446       185,749       180,000       200,000       
36    INVESTMENT INCOME 2,644           4,363           4,552           2,000           4,000           
37    CONTRIBUTIONS AND DONATIONS 3,565           100              -                   -                   -                   
38    MISCELLANEOUS REVENUE 58,711         65,560         67,040         52,000         52,000         
39    OTHER FINANCING SOURCES 506,161       147,396       47,974         184,000       -                   

TOTAL REVENUES 2,732,598$  2,445,081$  2,430,372$  2,492,530$  2,449,250$  

EXPENDITURES
1100 MAYOR AND COUNCIL 105,096$     105,255       109,400$     139,285$     154,325$     
1400 ELECTIONS -                   348              29,488         -                   -                   
1500 GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 380,584       342,449       299,178       307,380       295,092       
1514 TAX ADMIN & LICENSING 48,826         49,262         48,175         50,545         51,224         
2650 MUNICIPAL COURT 129,371       123,859       128,875       138,158       139,838       
3200 POLICE 860,640       797,247       827,904       848,399       874,837       
3226 CUSTODY OF PRISIONERS 5,650           9,110           7,290           10,000         7,000           
3520 FIRE FIGHTING 25,652         18,646         21,151         26,600         23,600         
4200 HIGHWAYS & STREETS 351,403       307,873       304,121       313,433       356,829       
4900 SHOP 1,813           62,977         60,165         268,047       111,136       
6124 RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 141,830       133,726       140,595       129,458       125,163       
6210 PARKS ADMINISTRATION 36,138         40,792         51,662         49,231         52,408         
6220 PARK AREAS 47,900         217,473       102,446       114,795       130,502       
6225 PARK GRANT 5,549           -                   -                   -                   -                   
7400 PLANNING AND ZONING 29,831         51,024         29,513         59,198         71,927         
7550 DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT 31,263         52,630         39,133         33,650         51,020         
7565 SPECIAL FACILITIES- RENTAL 2,260           3,685           3,121           4,350           4,350           

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 2,203,806$  2,316,356$  2,202,217$  2,492,530$  2,449,250$  

CITY OF BLUE RIDGE
2019

BUDGET SUMMARY
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CITY OF BLUE RIDGE
2019

BUDGET SUMMARY

 
DEPT 

# CONFISCATED ASSETS FUND
 ACTUAL         

2015 
 ACTUAL          

2016 
 ACTUAL 

2017 

 AMENDED 
BUDGET          

2018 
 BUDGET          

2019 

REVENUES
35    FINES & FORFEITURES 2,511$         1,652$         8,253$         1,500$         1,500$         

EXPENDITURES
3200 POLICE 2,291$         245$            8,415$         1,500$         1,500$         

 
DEPT 

# HOTEL/MOTEL FUND
 ACTUAL         

2015 
 ACTUAL          

2016 
 ACTUAL 

2017 

 AMENDED 
BUDGET          

2018 
 BUDGET          

2019 

REVENUES
31    TAXES 144,764$     169,235$     169,264$     180,000       170,000       
34    CHARGES FOR SERVICES -                   -                   -                   -                   -                   

TOTAL REVENUES 144,764$     169,235$     169,264$     180,000       170,000       

EXPENDITURES
7540 TOURISM/ICE RINK -$                 -$                 10,688$       -$                 -$                 
7550 DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT 92,451         183,649       116,089       180,000       170,000       
7565 SPECIAL FACILITIES 9,448           5,118           7,126           -                   -                   

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 101,899$     188,767$     268,903$     180,000       170,000       

 
DEPT 

# SPLOST FUND
 ACTUAL         

2015 
 ACTUAL          

2016 
 ACTUAL 

2017 

 AMENDED 
BUDGET          

2018 
 BUDGET          

2019 

REVENUES
33    INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVENUE 292,193$     326,732$     364,982$     732,268$     746,000$     
36    INVESTMENT INCOME 942              1,423           504              500              500              
38    MISCELLANEOUS REVENUE 7,922           -                   12,508         -                   -                   
39    OTHER FINANCING SOURCES -                   -                   135,000       -                   -                   

TOTAL REVENUES 301,057$     328,155$     512,994$     732,768$     746,500$     

EXPENDITURES
4200 HIGHWAYS & STREETS 49,441$       106,551$     1,332,698$  357,768$     371,500$     
7550 DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT -                   15,125         60,654         375,000       375,000       

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 49,441$       121,676$     1,393,352$  732,768$     746,500$     
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CITY OF BLUE RIDGE
2019

BUDGET SUMMARY

 
DEPT 

# WATER AND SEWER FUND
 ACTUAL         

2015 
 ACTUAL          

2016 
 ACTUAL 

2017 

 AMENDED 
BUDGET          

2018 
 BUDGET          

2019 

REVENUES
33    INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVENUE 1,698,721$  2,060,344$  451,071$     662,500$     253,000$     
34    CHARGES FOR SERVICES 2,702,985    3,094,750    3,305,992    3,398,000    3,601,500    
36    INVESTMENT INCOME 2,367           1,895           2,539           2,000           2,000           
38    MISCELLANEOUS REVENUE -                   5,807           16,672         -                   -                   
39    OTHER FINANCING SOURCES -                   -                   -                   938,000       1,787,000    

TOTAL REVENUES 4,404,073$  5,162,796$  3,776,274$  5,000,500$  5,643,500$  

EXPENSES
4310 SANITARY ADMINISTRATION 242,059$     289,630$     331,355$     133,775$     119,198$     
4311 CDBG SEWER GRANT -                   -                   174              520,000       -                   
4331 SANITARY SEWER MAINTENANCE 143,272       220,537       218,305       1,158,163    1,063,763    
4335 SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT 423,891       383,076       402,136       418,648       710,037       
4410 WATER ADMINISTRATION 455,060       648,955       815,984       838,285       836,797       
4415 GEFA PROJECT 161,456       127,295       161,212       250,000       1,346,000    
4430 WATER TREATMENT 393,433       426,135       413,438       423,769       472,443       
4440 WATER DISTRIBUTION 595,366       636,686       535,007       1,164,360    1,006,304    
4450 WATER LOSS PREVENTION 30,984         36,561         49,047         93,500         88,959         

TOTAL EXPENSES 2,445,521$  2,768,875$  2,926,658$  5,000,500$  5,643,500$  

































































































Water Department Air Compressor
Quote # DESCRIPTION New/Used AMOUNT

301,098 Rick's Rental Used $7,000.00

n/a Atlanta Compressor, LLC New $64,514.00
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City of Blue Ridge 
Council Meeting Minutes 

City Hall 
480 West First Street 

November 13, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Present: Mayor Donna Whitener 
Council Members Robbie Cornelius,  
Nathan Fitts, Kenneth Gaddis,  
Rhonda Haight and Harold Herndon 
City Clerk Kelsey Ledford 
Zoning, Land Development 
and Project Manager Jeff Stewart 
 
Absent: City Attorney James Balli  
 
 

1) Call Meeting to Order: 
Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to call the meeting to order. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

2) Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance: 
Council Member Kenneth Gaddis offered a word of prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

3) Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting: 
a) Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the September 11, 2018 Council 

Meeting Minutes (includes Executive Session Minutes). The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 4-0, with Council Member Rhonda 
Haight abstaining due to serving as Mayor Pro Tem during Mayor Donna Whitener’s 
absence. Motion carried. 

b) Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the October 9, 2018 Council 
Meeting Minutes (includes Executive Session Minutes). The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 4-0, with Council Member Rhonda 
Haight abstaining due to serving as Mayor Pro Tem during Mayor Donna Whitener’s 
absence. Motion carried. 

 
4) Approval of Agenda or Motion to Amend Agenda (if applicable): 

An amendment was not needed.  
 
 
 

Kelsey
Sticky Note
November 13, 2018 Council Meeting Minutes
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Public Comments (for all speakers who have signed up the previous week): 
5) Cesar Martinez—Blue Ridge Business Association: 

Cesar Martinez thanked the Council for approving the purchase of holiday lights for Light Up 
Blue Ridge. He then handed out and presented a proposed schedule for the event (attached). 
During Mr. Martinez’s presentation, Mayor Donna Whitener returned to the meeting. He 
discussed closing East Main Street (between Depot Street and Mountain Street) beginning at 
4:00 p.m. on Saturday, November 25th. The Mayor and Council agreed and asked City Clerk 
Kelsey Ledford to notify the public through the City’s website and Chief of Police Johnny Scearce 
to assist as needed with the closing. 
 

6)  
7)  
8)  
9)  

Action Agenda Items (Items requiring the approval of the Council): 
10) Wholesale Water Rates: 

Finance Director Alicia Stewart and Utility Director Rebecca Harkins were present to discuss the 
wholesale water rate study with the Mayor and Council. Mrs. Harkins presented the study done 
by Phillip Reed, a director at Georgia Rural Community Assistance Program (GRCAP). The study 
by Mr. Reed is attached. The study conducted by Mrs. Harkins and Mrs. Stewart as well as the 
study conducted by Mr. Reed concluded that the wholesale water rates should be increased to a 
range of $4.25-$5.00 per 1,000 gallons. After the Mayor and Council discussed the results and 
asked Mrs. Harkins questions, Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to set the wholesale 
water rate at $4.25 per 1,000 gallons for the Fannin County Water Authority beginning 
December. The motion was seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 5-
0. Motion carried. 
 

11) Parking Lot: 
Kevin Whipple with CSC Design, Inc. and Reid Dyer with Hayes James and Associates presented 
their design proposal for adding parking spaces on the property of City Hall. The design included 
a public restroom addition to the Depot Street side of City Hall.  Mr. Whipple explained that 
phase one would include site work to the Depot Street side of City Hall and the restroom 
addition. He informed the Council that this phase would add an additional sixty (60) parking 
spaces. Mr. Whipple continued to phase two of the parking proposal. He suggested a second 
parking addition to the Bank Street side of City Hall. This proposes that Bank Street be closed for 
the addition of parking spaces. This phase would eventually be extended to a third phase which 
would add a second level parking deck on phase two. If and when all phases are completed a 
total of 210 parking spaces will be located at City Hall. The proposals for phase one through 
three are attached. Mr. Dyer explained that he would be working on the civil engineering for 
this project and discussed underground utilities. After some discussion, the Mayor and Council 
agreed to remove the proposed restroom addition to City Hall. Council Member Rhonda Haight 
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made a motion to move forward with phase one of the project. The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

12) Extension of Blue Ridge Hotel, LLC Lease for Parking Lot:  
The Mayor and Council were presented with a lease to extend until the end of December for the 
Blue Ridge Hotel, LLC lot which the City uses for parking (attached). Council Member Rhonda 
Haight made a motion to approve the lease. The motion was seconded by Council Member 
Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

Purchasing Approvals: 
13) PT Armor Inc Invoice No. 25139: 

The Mayor and Council were presented Invoice No. 25139 from PT Armor Inc in the amount of 
$8,594.00 (attached) for bulletproof vests. Mayor Donna Whitener explained that the Police 
Department received a grant in the amount of $ 3,668.50 for the new bulletproof vests. Council 
Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the invoice. The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

14) ETC Quote for Sound System:  
The Mayor and Council were presented with a quote from ETC for a sound system for 
downtown in the amount of $6,656.00 (attached). Council Member Rhonda Haight made a 
motion to approve the quote. The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The 
Council voted 5-0. Motion carried. The Council asked that staff request expedited service in the 
hopes that the system will be installed in time for Light Up Blue Ridge. 
 

15) Holiday Lights Budget: 
Mayor Donna Whitener requested a budget of $10,000.00 for holiday lights in regards to Light 
Up Blue Ridge. After discussion of what has already been bought and what else is needed, 
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the budget of $10,000.00. The 
motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 4-1 with Council 
Member Kenneth Gaddis opposed. Motion carried.  
 

16) December 6, 2018 Auction Budget: 
Street Supervisor and Shop Mechanic Tony Byrd requested a budget for the upcoming Ritchie 
Brother auction. He explained that City Hall needed an SUV, and the Water Department needed 
an additional truck. The Council decided to give him a budget to spend as needed for the various 
departments. Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to allow Mr. Byrd to spend the 
remaining budget from the last auction. The motion was seconded by Council Member Kenneth 
Gaddis. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
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BIDCNEW

QUOTE

QUOTE DATEQUOTE NO PAGE

CUSTOMER PROJECT INFORMATION

QTY DESCRIPTIONUOM UNIT PRICE TOTAL PRICE

CUSTOMER NO QUOTING BRANCH

ALL STOCK DELIVERIES ARE SUBJECT TO SHIPPING CHARGES
All PVC and HDPE material is quoted for shipment within 7 days of quote/bid date.  All other material is quoted for shipment within 30 days of quote/bid date.

After 7 days for PVC and HDPE or 30 days for all other material, ALL quoted prices are subject to review based on current market conditions.

LINE

**Pricing for some of the products included in this quote may be impacted by

Section 301 List 3: the proposed China tariff. In the event that the tariff is

implemented, we will be forced to pass it on to the market. The actual price

of these items may increase up to the rate of the tariff that is imposed. **

11/13/185801153

CITY OF BLUE RIDGE
480 WEST FIRST ST
BLUE RIDGE, GA

30513

218472

5-1/4VO HYD 4'0" 6MJ O/L 1295
SILVER L/ACC

10 EA 1,539.0000 7,695.00

1

Subtotal:
Tax:

Bid Total:

7,695.00
.00

7,695.00

Ent By  DGP   11/13/18   7:13:12

FIRE HYDRANT

FORTILINE CARTERSVILLE
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City of Blue Ridge 
Workshop Meeting Minutes 

City Hall 
480 West First Street 

December 4, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Present: Mayor Donna Whitener 
Council Members Robbie Cornelius,  
Nathan Fitts, Kenneth Gaddis,  
Rhonda Haight and Harold Herndon 
City Clerk Kelsey Ledford 
City Attorney James Balli 
Zoning, Land Development and 
Project Manager Jeff Stewart  
 

1) Call Meeting to Order: 
Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to call the meeting to order. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 5-0. Motion carried.  
 

2) Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance: 
Council Member Kenneth Gaddis offered a word of prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

3) Downtown Development Authority: 
Ann Arnold was present to give her recommendations in regards to the proposed Downtown 
Development Authority (DDA) board members, district map and resolution.  She briefly 
explained the interview process and that her board recommendation may need to be revised 
due to some recent health issues. She recommended that the selected board members be 
present at the January Council Meeting in order to be given their oaths of office.  
She then commented on the Mayor and City staff’s assistance during her time with the City and 
thanked them.  
She then presented her proposed DDA district map and explained why she included certain 
properties and why she left others out. She also recommended that the Council approve the 
standard resolution as supported by the Georgia Municipal Association. Mrs. Arnold’s 
recommended documents are attached. 
 

4) Nightly Rentals: 
C.J. Stam was present to represent the Blue Ridge Lodging Association. Mayor Whitener had 
requested that they review the proposed Short-Term Rental Ordinance and provide a 
recommendation. Mr. Stam commented on the application and described it as cumbersome. He 
suggested that the application process be reviewed and commented that it may be difficult for 





Blue Ridge Downtown Development Authority 

2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Recommendation 

  
JOHN (JAY) HAMILTON    6 Years:  Jan 1, 2019 – Dec 31, 2024 
Terry Lee Wilson, LLC Real Estate Attorney 
316 Summit Street Blue Ridge 30513 
Hm 550 East Main Street, Suite 201 
jay@tlwlaw.com   wk 706-946-6808 / c 706-633-8885 
 

 NICHOLE POTZAUF         6 Years:  Jan 1, 2019 – Dec 31, 2024 
Blue Ridge Mtns Arts Association 

 420 West Main St Blue Ridge 30513 
 Hm 1333 Dills Rd Blue Ridge 
 BlueRidgeArts.director@gmail.com    wk 706-258-4320 / c 786-247-1122 
 
 GENE HOLCOMBE     6 Years:  Jan 1, 2019 – Dec 31, 2024 
 Blue Ridge Inn 
 477 West First St Blue Ridge 30513 
 Holcombe@msn.com   c 706-633-4477 
 
 MICHELLE MORAN     4 Years:  Jan 1, 2019 – Dec 31, 2022 
 Litl Pond Hospitality 
 Hm 576 East Main St Blue Ridge 30513 
 michelle@litlpond.com wk 706-900-0016 / c 239-992-2404 

 
  CESAR MARTINEZ     4 Years:  Jan 1, 2019 – Dec 31, 2022 

Blue Ridge Adventure Wear 
661 East Main St Blue Ridge 30513 
Hm 209 Fox Run Dr Blue Ridge  
CesarMart2@icloud.com  706-632-3991 / c 678-793-6645 
 
JEFF DEPAOLA      2 Years:  Jan 1, 2019 – Dec 31, 2020 
Mountain Place Realty 
11 Overview Dr Blue Ridge 30513 
Hm 142 College St Blue Ridge 
jeffreydepaola@gmail.com wk 706-946-1520 / c 404-550-4488 
 
CITY COUNCIL MEMBER    2 Years:  Jan 1, 2019 – Dec 31, 2020 
 

mailto:jay@tlwlaw.com
mailto:BlueRidgeArts.director@gmail.com
mailto:Holcombe@msn.com
mailto:michelle@litlpond.com
mailto:CesarMart2@icloud.com
mailto:jeffreydepaola@gmail.com


Fannin County, GA

Downtown Development District 
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Resolution to Activate the Downtown Development Authority of the City of Blue Ridge 

A RESOLUTION TO DECLARE THE NEED FOR A DOWNTOWN DEVELOPEMNT AUTHORITY 
TO FUNCTION IN THE CITY OF BLUE RIDGE, GEORGIA, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISION 
OF THE DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITIES LAW O.C.G.A. 36-42; TO APPOINT A 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR THE DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY; TO 
DESIGNATE A DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMET AREA; TO PROVIDE FOR FILING WITH THE 
SECRETARY OF THE STATE OF GEORGIA OF A COPY OF THIS RESOLUTION; TO REPEAL 
CONFLICTING RESOLUTIONS; TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES: 

WITNESSETH: 

WHEREAS, it has been determined by the Mayor and Council of the City of Blue Ridge; 
Georgia (the “City”) that there is a need in the City for the revitalization and redevelopment of the 
central business district of the City to develop and promote for the public good and general 
welfare trade, commerce, industry and employment opportunities and to promote the general 
welfare of the State of Georgia by creating a climate favorable to the location of new industry, 
trade and commerce and the development of existing industry, trade and commerce within the 
City; and 

WHEREAS, it has been determined by the Mayor and Council of the City that revitalization 
and redevelopment of the central business district of the City under the Downtown Development 
Authority’s Law (1981 GA. Laws p.1744; O.C.G.A. 36-42  will develop and promote for the public 
good and general welfare trade, commerce, industry and employment opportunities and will 
promote the general welfare of the State of Georgia; and 

WHEREAS, it has been determined by the Mayor and Council of the City that it is in the 
public interest and is vital to the public welfare of the people of the City and of the people of the 
State of Georgia to revitalize and redevelopment the central business district of the City; and 

 WHEREAS, the Downtown Development Authority Law creates in and for each municipal 
corporation in the State of Georgia a downtown development authority for the purpose of 
revitalizing and redeveloping the central business district of such municipal corporation and 
promoting for the public good and general welfare, trade, commerce, industry and employment 
opportunities and promoting the general welfare of the State of Georgia; and 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the City have determined that it is desirable and 
necessary that the Downtown Development Authority of the City be activated, pursuant to the 
Downtown Development Authorities Law, in order to fulfill the needs expressed herein; 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RES OLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the City, and it is 
hereby resolved by the same, that there is hereby determined and declared to be a need for a 
Downtown Development Authority as more fully described and defined in the Downtown 
Development Authorities Law to function in the City.  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that there is hereby activated in the City the public body 
corporate and politic known as the “Downtown Development Authority of the City of Blue Ridge” 
which was created upon the adoption and approval of the Downtown Development Authorities 
Law. 



 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that there are hereby appointed as members of the first 
Board of Directors of the Downtown Development Authority of the City the following named 
person, each of whom shall be: 

 

Names        Term of Office  

 

_____________________________________          Six Years  

 

_____________________________________          Six Years 

 

_____________________________________          Six Years 

 

_____________________________________          Four Years 

 

_____________________________________      Four Years 

 

_____________________________________     Two Years 

 

_____________________________________     Two Years 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that commencing with the date of adoption of this resolution 
each of the persons named above as directors shall serve in such capacity for the number of 
years set forth opposite is or her respective name, however, that the terms shall be four years for 
those directors appointed or reappointed on or after July 1, 1994. The term of a director who is 
also a member of the governing body of a municipal corporation shall end when such director is 
no longer a member of the governing body of the municipal corporation. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Directors hereinbefore elected shall organize 
itself, carry out its duties and responsibilities and exercise its powers and prerogatives in 
accordance with the terms and provision of the Downtown Development Authorities Law as it now 
exists and as it might hereafter be amended or modified.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the downtown development area shall be that geographical 
area described in Exhibit A, attached hereto and made a part hereof by reference, which area, in 
the judgment of the Mayor and Council of the City, constitutes the central business district of the 
City as contemplated by the Downtown Development Authorities Law. 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City shall furnish promptly to the Secretary of State of 
the State of Georgia a certified copy of this resolution in compliance with the provisions of the 
Downtown Development Authorities Law. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any and all resolutions in conflict with this resolution be and 
the same are hereby repealed. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall be effective January 1, 2019, upon its 
adoption by the Mayor and Council of the City, and from and after such adoption the Downtown 
Development Authority of the City shall be deemed to be created and activated.  

Adopted and Approved this 11th day of December 2018. 

 

Mayor and Council of the City of Blue Ridge 

 

__________________________________  ___________________________________ 

 

__________________________________  ___________________________________ 

 

__________________________________  ___________________________________ 

 

__________________________________  ___________________________________ 

 

Attest:  

__________________________________  

City Clerk 
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City of Blue Ridge 
Council Meeting Minutes 

City Hall 
480 West First Street 

December 11, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Present: Mayor Donna Whitener 
Council Members Robbie Cornelius,  
Nathan Fitts, Rhonda Haight and 
Harold Herndon 
City Clerk Kelsey Ledford 
City Attorney James Balli 
Planning, Zoning and Project Manager 
Jeff Stewart 
Chief of Police Johnny Scearce 

Absent: Council Member Kenneth Gaddis 

1) Call Meeting to Order:
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to call the meeting to order. The motion was
seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.

2) Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance:
Council Member Robbie Cornelius offered a word of prayer followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance.

3) Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting
a) Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the November 13, 2018 Council

Meeting Minutes (includes Executive Session Minutes). The motion was seconded by
Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.

4) Approval of Agenda or Motion to Amend Agenda (if applicable):
A motion was not needed.

Public Comments (for all speakers who have signed up the previous week): 
5) Cesar Martinez—Blue Ridge Business Association:

Cesar Martinez, President of the Blue Ridge Business Association, gave an update on the
association’s recent activity. Topics included Light Up Blue Ridge and the upcoming Fire and Ice
event. He concluded with acknowledging his support of the proposed Downtown Development
Authority.
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6) Pam O’Dell—Short-Term Rentals: 
Pam O’Dell, a Fannin County resident, was present to inquire about the proposed Short-Term 
Rentals and speak in favor of them being permitted. 

7)  
8)  
9)  

 
Action Agenda Items (Items requiring the approval of the Council): 

10) Downtown Development Authority Resolution (ROLL CALL VOTE): 
City Attorney James Balli gave a brief summary of the proposed Downtown Development 
Authority Resolution (attached). Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the 
resolution. The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 4-0, 
by way of roll call vote. Motion carried.  
 

11) Annexation Fees: 
Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve charging the same for annexation 
application fees as the City now charges for rezoning applications fees. The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
 

12) Street Safety: 
Council Member Rhonda Haight asked Chief of Police, Johnny Scearce and Zoning, Planning and 
Project Manager Jeff Stewart to present their findings in regards to their research of street 
safety. Chief Scearce explained that the Sheriff’s request was considered but that he did not 
agree that the intersection of West First Street and Church Street be made a 4-way stop. He 
agreed that visibility was poor at this intersection and stated that it probably contributed to the 
incident that the Sheriff mentioned in his request. Chief Scearce and Mr. Stewart recommended 
that the parking behind the jail be changed to angled parking so that vehicles backing out of the 
spaces are not backing into both lanes of traffic with limited visibility. Chief Scearce is to meet 
with Sheriff Kirby to discuss. They then discussed different types of speed control devices and 
Mr. Stewart recommended speed cushions if the Council decided to use this type of speed 
control in the future. Council Member Nathan Fitts left the meeting to take a call. The Chief, 
Mayor and Council discussed adding a 4-way stop to the intersection of East Main Street and 
McKinney Street because of accidents occurring in the area, which would result in removing an 
approx. total of eight (8) parking spaces. Council Member Nathan Fitts returned. Mayor Donna 
Whitener requested that she and the Council be provided a report which includes the common 
accident prone areas in the City. Chief Scearce reminded the Mayor and Council that any traffic 
control changes would need to be advertised correctly as well as all of the proper steps to be 
followed. They all agreed. Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to make the 
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intersection of East Main Street and McKinney Street a 4-way stop with two (2) flashing lights. 
The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 4-0. Motion 
carried. Council Member Nathan Fitts left the meeting again. 
  

Purchasing Approvals: 
13) Hayes James Authorization for Professional Services Project No. 18-572-C Phase II (City Hall 

Proposed Parking Lot Expansion): 
Reid Dyer, the Vice President of Hayes James and Associates, presented an updated parking plan 
for City Hall (attached). During the discussion, Council Member Nathan Fitts returned to the 
meeting. After the Mayor and Council reviewed the plan, Council Member Nathan Fitts made a 
motion to approve the authorization for professional services Project No. 18-572-C phase II (City 
Hall Proposed Parking Lot Expansion) document which is attached. The motion was seconded by 
Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. 
 

14) Hayes James Authorization for Professional Services Project No. 18-639-C Phase I (Blue Ridge 
City Park): 
The Mayor and Council discussed that agenda items 14 and 15 were both given the same project 
number from Hayes James because the Council was to decide which one of the two they wanted 
to proceed with. Council Member Nathan Fitts expressed that he would like to physically walk 
each location himself prior to making a decision. The Council agreed. Council Member Nathan 
Fitts made a motion to table. The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. The 
Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. 
 

15) Hayes James Authorization for Professional Services Project No. 18-639-C Phase I (Blue Ridge 
Sewer Treatment Plant): 
Tabled, see agenda item number 14. 
  

16) Carter & Sloope Invoice No. 23251 (Trackside Lane Sewage PS Task Release No. 3): 
The Council was presented invoice no. 23251 from Carter & Sloope in the amount of $6,932.50 
(attached). Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the invoice. The motion 
was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
 

17) The Steedley Firm Invoice No. 648 (Orchard Blvd CDBG): 
The Council was presented invoice no. 648 from the Steedley Firm in the amount of $7,769.10 
(attached). Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the invoice. The motion 
was seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. 
 

18) Medical Bill for Inmate: 
City Clerk Kelsey Ledford informed the Mayor and Council that the City has received a bill in 
regards to an inmate who was arrested on a City warrant who needed medical treatment while 
incarcerated. She stated that in this situation the payment was the responsibility of the City in 
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5:30 PM
 12/7/2018  City of Blue Ridge CDBG 16p-x-055-2-5836

 Time by Job Detail
 February 28, 2018 - June 07, 2018 

Date Time Hours Activity
LAS Time 

Tuesday, June 07, 2018 1 PM - 2PM 1.00 Draw Prep, Request for Shanda Nicholson's signed easement package, emailed to Alicia for review.
Tuesday, June 12, 2018 3:51- 4:41 PM (10 mins) Email to Renee Parker re: Brandon Gober restitution, job description and pay increase by 92 cents going forward. 
Wednesday, June 13, 2018 11 am - 1 pm 2.00 Restitution Calculation & Forms for Brandon Gober (broom/sweeper operator) per 5.25.18 DCA/DOL letter.

Examined Payroll Reports for compliance with certified payrolls.
1:30 - 2 PM 0.50 Call with Renee Parker about adding a sub who plans to start Monday. Renee's Target is CLB Thursday, 6.14.18.

Discussed the need for 1) scope of work 2) contract amount 2) list of employees based on the job classifications we have.  
3) Section 3 applicability to contracts $100,000 or more. 4) Davis Bacon and certified payrolls for contracts $2,000 or more. 
Discussed restitution and emailed her the form. Employee's last day on the job is this Friday, June 15. 

Wednesday, June 13, 2018 2 PM - 3 PM 1.00 Reviewed, saved & printed Draw 7 & submitted to cdbg.draws@dca.ga.gov.
Updated Draw Summary through 6.13.18.

Tuesday, June 19, 2018 11 AM - 1 AM 2.00 Reviewed ROE form status vs. 6.15.2018 water list revised by Glenda - emailed from Kelsey
2 PM - 4 PM 2.00 Finalized ROE and CDBG survey status - 24 ROEs missing; 42 accept; 8 refuse; 43 CDBG surveys are needed.

Sunday, June 24, 2018 11:00:00 AM - 11:15 AM 0.25 Prepared HUD settlement statement and closing letter to Shanda Nicholson. Emailed to Kelsey. 

Wednesday, July 18, 2018 3:00 - 3:20 PM 0.33 (9:30 AM - 3:30 PM) Email correspondence with Pam Truitt, K.Barnett and Renee Parker re: Section 3 Subcontractor vs. new hires 
Thursday, July 19, 2018 9:30 AM - 2:00 PM 0.25 (15 mins) Email correspondence between Pam Truitt (DCA) and Renee Parker (RGI) re: new hires and evidence of Section 3 compliance 
Thursday, July 19, 2018 2:30:00 PM - 4:30 PM 2.00 Updated Restitution Calculations for Brandon Gober through Certified Payroll #10.

Friday, July 27, 2018 4:45 - 5:15 PM 0.50

Tuesday, July 31, 2018 10:15:00 AM - 10:45 AM 0.50

Tuesday, July 31, 2018 11:00 AM - 12:45 PM 1.75

Friday, August 10, 2018 1:00 PM - 1:30 PM 0.50

Wednesday, August 14, 2018 4:45:00 PM - 5 PM 0.25

Monday, September 17, 2018 3:00:00 PM - 4:15 PM 1.25

5:30:00 PM - 7:30 PM 2.00
Tuesday, September 18, 2018 8:30 AM - 5 PM 8.50
Wednesday, September 26, 201812:00:00 PM - 315 PM 3.25

4:00:00 PM - 5:30 PM 1.50
Monday, October 1, 2018 2:15:00 PM - 3:15 PM 1.00
Tuesday, November 13, 2018 10 AM - 3:30 PM 7.50
Wednesday, December 5, 2018 1:15:00 PM - 7: 15 PM 6.00

Thursday, December 6, 2018 12:45:00 PM - 4:15 PM 3.50

Friday, December 7, 2018 11:30:00 AM - 2:30 PM 3.00

Friday, December 7, 2018 2:45:00 PM - 3 PM 0.25
3:45:00 PM - 4 PM 0.25

4:15:00 PM - 4:30 PM 0.25
Friday, December 7, 2018 4:45:00 PM - 5:15 PM 0.50

Total Hours 53.58 7,769.10$   

Updated Civil Rights & Benefit Data + Actual Accomplishments and DCA-6 Final Results for closeout
Emailed Renee, Wade, Brittany, Kelsey and Becky re: draft final service line replacement list.
Completed online quarterly report with revised benefit numbers; emailed to Alicia and Kelsey 
Screenshot final quarterly report into Word Doc for signature and email to Alicia & Kelsey
Completed final wage compliance report and attachments for DCA closeout 
Prepared grant extension request for Mayor's signature - emailed to Donna & Kelsey.

Two checks will be cut - one for time worked and one for restitution. Renee was initially thinking just multiplying 52 cents 
times the number of hours worked, but I mentioned overtime, which is a different rate. She seemed to understand.

Call with Renee Parker re: new hires - see FILE MEMO; emailed explanation to Pam Truitt. Renee is to send a new list of back-up 
employees hired prior to the Blue Ridge Project contract.
Reviewed CP 11 and 12. Call with Renee re: certified payrolls, section 3 interviews. She is great to work with!

Reviewed Q2 2018 financials and prepared quarterly report. 

Updated Local Leverage Report, Draw Analysis & emailed QR to Alicia & Kelsey for review and signature. 
PDF printed RGI's Notice to Proceed; emailed to Renee Parker. Follow-up email to Brittany Bradley re: RGI's PPE 2. 
Submitted signed Quarterly Report to CDBG.biz.
Draw 8 Prep and email to Alicia Incl. PPE 2 for signature. Cc:d all parties on Alicia's initial email. 

Reviewed & updated financials in preparation of Pam Truitt's 9/18/2018 monitoring visit. 

Travel - 5 hours RT plus DCA monitoring (11 AM - 2PM) + 0.5 hours employee interviews 

Finished review & updates for all financial files.

Follow-up documentation to Pam Truitt for 9/18/2018 CDBG Audit
Organized Financial File for delivery to City; placed all local leverage invoices behind quarterly reports. 
Follow-up with Pam Truitt (DCA) re: leverage calculations & documentation
Travel - 5 hours RT plus Punch-list walk (1PM - 2:30) (2:30 PM - 3:30 PM obtained 8 missing surveys for new customers.

Reviewed new surveys for accuracy to finalize Local vs. CDBG funds for service line replacements

Printed, reviewed, updated QTR 3 financials for 9.30.18 report. Added 50 cents to USPS for PE 6/30/2018 

Updated DCA-6 Results to Support Actual Accomplishments 
Completed Civil Rights Benefit Data,  began CDBG vs. Local funds for final pay estimate (service line replacements)

Reviewed Original vs. new surveys and calculated new percentages - 80% vs. 81% LMI

\\QB\steedley\00 Server\2018\LAS Time\2016 Blue Ridge CDBG\06.08.2018 - BR CDBG-las time.xlsx  Page 1 of 2
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