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City of Blue Ridge 

Council Meeting Minutes 

City Hall 

480 West First Street 

July 9, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. 

Present: Mayor Donna Whitener 

Council Members Robbie Cornelius,  

Kenneth Gaddis, Harold Herndon 

Nathan Fitts (by video conference) 

City Clerk Kelsey Ledford 

Zoning, Land Development and Project Manager Jeff Stewart 

City Attorney James Balli 

Absent: Council Member Rhonda Haight 

1) Call Meeting to Order:

Mayor Donna Whitener called the meeting to order.

2) Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance:

Council Member Kenneth Gaddis offered a word of prayer followed by the Pledge of

Allegiance.

3) Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting:

a) Council Member Robbie Cornelius made a motion to approve the June 11, 2019

Council Meeting Minutes (Includes Executive Session Minutes). The motion was

seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 4-0. Motion

carried.

4) Approval of Agenda or Motion to Amend Agenda (if applicable):

The Council made no motion and proceeded with the meeting.

Public Comments (for all speakers who have signed up the previous week): 

5) Cesar Martinez—Blue Ridge Business Association:

Cesar Martinez discussed the 4th of July Old Timers parade.
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6) Mary Foegelle—Short-Term Rentals: 

Mary Foegelle, a property owner in the Overlook Blue Ridge subdivision, spoke in 

opposition of short-term rentals being allowed if located within a platted subdivision 

governed by recorded covenants and 47 restrictions which specifically allow short term 

vacation rentals. 

7)  

8)  

9)  

 

Second Public Hearing for Rezoning Request: 

10) Rezoning Request: Blue Ridge Nest Properties, LLC, 45 Depot Street, Proposed R-3 (High 

Density Residential): 

Mayor Donna Whitener stated the request and opened the public hearing. 

 

a) Allow Applicant 10-Minutes to Present His or Her Case: 

David Birdwell, was present to speak about the property he invested in and how he 

had renovated the house located on the property in which he had operated a long 

term lease out of. He explained his desire to develop eight (8) townhomes, to face 

Depot Street, and eight (8) single family homes, to face the rear of the property.  

 

b) Allow Opposing Parties 10-Minutes Collectively to Present His or Her Case: 

There being none, Mayor Donna Whitener closed the public hearing.  

 

c) Planning Commission Recommendation from First Public Hearing on July 2, 2019: 

Zoning, Land Development and Project Manager Jeff Stewart read the Planning 

Commission’s recommendation (attached). 

 

d) Land Use Map Amendment: 

City Attorney James Balli recommended the Council add the following condition if 

request is approved: final site plan must come before the Council for approval prior 

to issuance on any permits. City Attorney James Balli also explained that Georgia law 

allows the Council to approve a land use map amendment with one reading.  

Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the request to rezone the 

subject property to R-3 and add the condition recommended by City Attorney James 

Balli. The motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council 

voted 4-0. Motion carried. The Land Use Map Amendment is attached.  
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Action Agenda Items (Items requiring the approval of the Council): 

11) AirMedCare Membership—Shane Headrick: 

Shane Headrick and Sara Gordon with AirMedCare were present to discuss the City’s 

membership. She explained that if a City resident is picked up/transported by one of 

their life flights from a location in Fannin County and have insurance, then life flight only 

charges the amount paid by their insurance. If the resident does not have insurance, 

they are only billed at the Medicare cost. However, the City’s membership would not 

cover residents picked up outside of Fannin County. After Ms. Gordon explained the 

membership details, she stated that each family can upgrade their membership for 

extended coverage outside of Fannin County. Membership upgrades for Sixty (60) and 

over is $35.00 and below sixty (60) is $45.00 to be renewed annually per household.  

Council Member Kenneth Gaddis made a motion to renew the City’s membership 

(attached). The motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council 

voted 4-0. Motion carried.  

 

12) Short-Term Rental Ordinance Amendment (Second Reading & Adoption): 

City Attorney James Balli that the Council may be in favor of an amendment to remove 

lines 46, 47 and 48 which reference HOA’s and section 10 which outlines the process for 

Special Land Use Permits (SLUP). He continued to explain that the Council could approve 

conditions in regards to each SLUP request that suits the particular property. 

Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to table the topic. The motion died due to 

a lack of a second.  

Council Member Robbie Cornelius made a motion to approve the Short-Term Rental 

Ordinance Amendment with the amendment of removing lines 46, 47 and 48 (attached). 

The motion was seconded by Council Member Harold Herndon. The Council voted 2-2; 

with Council Members Kenneth Gaddis and Nathan Fitts opposed. Mayor Donna 

Whitener voted in favor; breaking the tie vote. Motion carried.  

 

13) Derelict Property Ordinance (Second Reading & Adoption): 

City Attorney James Balli gave a brief summary of the changes made since the first 

reading. Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the Derelict Property 

Ordinance (attached). The motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. 

The Council voted 2-2; with Council Members Kenneth Gaddis and Harold Herndon 

opposed. Mayor Donna Whitener voted in favor, breaking the tie vote. Motion carried.  
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14) Georgia Uniform Rules of the Road Ordinance Amendment (First Reading): 

City Attorney James Balli presented the proposed ordinance (attached) to amend the 

speed limits within the City and explained that he had incorporated his 

recommendations into the ordinance. He continued to state that a current list would be 

kept by City Hall and Mayor Donna Whitener suggested that the mileage of each road 

be added to the list. 

 

15) Downtown Development Authority Appointments: 

Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to appoint Jim Sisson and Brandon Lofton 

to the Downtown Development Authority board to replace Michelle Moran and Jeff 

Depaola. The motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council 

voted 4-0. Motion carried.   

 

Purchasing Approvals: 

16) Mountain Street Waste Water Repairs (Emergency Purchase): 

The Mayor and Council were presented with an invoice in the amount of $3,973.00 from 

Allen Tanks & Supplies, an invoice in the amount of $4,537.50 from Holloway Trenching, 

and invoices in the amount of $4,435.00 from Tows Septic Services totaling $12,945.50. 

They were also presented a payment confirmation in the amount of $18,608.18 from 

Johnson Paving which was approved the previous month. The entire repairs totaled 

$31,553.68. All documentation is attached. Council Member Nathan Fitts made a 

motion to approve the invoices in the amount of $12,945.50 as presented. The motion 

was seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 4-0. Motion 

carried.  

 

17) Eagles Nest Pump Station Replacement (Emergency Purchase): 

The Mayor and Council were presented with a quote from Board Member John Soave Q. 

Bullard Assoc. Inc. in the amount of $14,928.00 (attached). Council Member Kenneth 

Gaddis made a motion to approve the quote for an emergency purchase. The motion 

was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. 

 

18) Kendall Supply Invoice No. 2019001: 

The Mayor and Council were presented with an invoice from Kendall Supply in the 

amount of $14,122.00 (attached). Council Member Robbie Cornelius made a motion to 

approve the invoice. The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The 

Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
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19) Dwight Oliver Invoice No. 4578: 

The Mayor and Council were presented an invoice in the amount of $5,487.00 from 

Dwight Oliver (attached). Council Member Robbie Cornelius made a motion to approve 

the invoice. The motion was seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council 

voted 4-0. Motion carried. 

 

20) Depot Street Manhole Project: 

Zoning, Land Development and Project Manager Jeff Stewart proposed a project to 

abandon two manholes and wastewater lines located on Depot Street. Two quotes were 

presented to the Council one from Mullins Utility & Contracting in the amount of 

$5,500.00 with additional cost included (attached) and Holloway Trenching in the 

amount of $5,350.00 (attached). Council Member Kenneth Gaddis made a motion to 

approve Holloway Trenching’s quote. The motion was seconded by Council Member 

Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  

 

Discussion Agenda Items (Items for discussion only): 

21) CPL & HB493—Richard Edinger: 

Richard Edinger and Susan Carpenter were present to discuss HB493 (attached) and how 

their company CPL could provide the City will inspection and plan review assistance as a 

third party. CPL’s qualifications are attached.  

 

22) Baugh House Parking: 

After some discussion, Council Member Harold Herndon made a motion to allow the 

Baugh House to offer their parking lot for paid parking and use the proceeds for 

operating the Baugh House. The motion was seconded by Council Member Kenneth 

Gaddis. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  

 

23) Executive Session (if needed)—Personnel & Land Acquisition: 

Council Member Robbie Cornelius made a motion to close the meeting for an executive 

session for the purpose of discussing personnel and land acquisition matters. The 

motion was seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 4-0. 

Motion carried.  

Council Member Nathan Fitts ended his video conference after the executive session 

was completed.  

Council Member Kenneth Gaddis made a motion to open the meeting from an executive 

session. The motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council 

voted 3-0. Motion carried.  

Mayor Donna Whitener stated that there were no actions being taken. 
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FIRST READING July 2, 2019 
 

ADVERTISED June 12, 2019 
 

PASSED July 9, 2019 
 

A ZONING ORDINANCE/ACTION NO. BR2019-10 
 

A ZONING ORDINANCE/ACTION AMENDING THE ZONING MAP OF THE 
CITY OF BLUE RIDGE, GEORGIA, BY REZONING ONE TRACT OR 
PARCEL OF LAND WITHIN THE CITY OF BLUE RIDGE, BEING TAX 
PARCEL BR02 25901 AND BR02 259  OWNED BY BLUE RIDGE NEST 
PROPERTIES, LLC AND BEING APPROXIMATELY 2.67 ACRES, MORE OR 
LESS, AS MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED ON THE PLAT AND 
WARRANTY DEED WHICH ARE ATTACHED HERETO AND, WHICH IS 
INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE INTO THIS ZONING ORDINANCE 
(“PROPERTY”), AND REZONING THE PROPERTY FROM LOW DENSITY 
RESIDENTIAL (“R-1”) TO HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL (“R-3”), WITH 
CONDITIONS; REPEALING CONFLICTING ZONING ORDINANCES 
APPLICABLE TO THE PROPERTY; TO PROVIDE FOR SEVERABILITY; TO 
PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of Blue Ridge, Georgia as follows: 

SECTION 1 
ZONING IMPOSED WITH CONDITIONS 

 
 (a) That from and after the passage of this zoning ordinance applicable only 

to the Property described herein within the City of Blue Ridge shall be zoned and 

so designated on the zoning map of the City of Blue Ridge as R-3, HIGH 

DENSITY RESIDENTIAL, being that same property depicted in the attached 

warranty deed recorded at Deed Book 1257, Pages 628-629, Fannin County 

Superior Court Clerk’s Office and as shown on the also attached plat, with the 

following conditions: 
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 Conditions: 

Final Site Plan to be approved by City Council before building permit is 

issued. 

 Legal Description: 

 The legal description of the above-referenced property, which is being 

rezoned from R-1 to R-3, is as follows: 

 All that tract and parcel of land being approximately 2.67 acres and lying 

and being within the City of Blue Ridge, Fannin County, Georgia, and more 

particularly described on the warranty deed and plat which is attached hereto and 

incorporated by reference. 

SECTION 2: 
REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES TO REMOVE CONFLICT 

 
 Any ordinances applicable to the Property in conflict with the terms of this 

zoning ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of the conflict, but it is hereby 

provided that any ordinance or law which may be applicable hereto and aid in 

carrying out and making effective the intent, purpose and provisions hereof, is 

hereby adopted as a part hereof and shall be legally construed to be in favor of 

upholding this zoning action on behalf of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia. 
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SECTION 3.  
SEVERABILITY 

 
 If any paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase or any other portion 

of this Ordinance should be declared invalid or unconstitutional by any Court of 

competent jurisdiction or if the provisions of any part of this Ordinance as applied 

to any particular person, situation or set of circumstances is declared invalid or 

unconstitutional, such invalidity shall not be construed to affect the provisions of 

this Ordinance not so held to be invalid, or the application of this Ordinance to 

other circumstances not so held to be invalid.  It is hereby declared to be the 

legislative intent of the City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia to provide 

for separate and divisible parts and it does hereby adopt any and all parts hereof as 

may not be held invalid for any reason. 

SECTION 4. 
AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING MAP 

 
 This zoning action/ordinance is enacted as an amendment to the zoning map 

of the City of Blue Ridge.  

SECTION 5.  
EFFECTIVE DATE 

 
The effective date of this Ordinance shall be immediately upon its passage 

by the City Council and execution by the Mayor or upon fifteen (15) days expiring 























1 

FIRST READING 2 

ADVERTISED 3 

PUBLIC HEARING 4 

PASSED 5 

AN ORDINANCE NO. ________ 6 

AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH GUIDELINES AND RULES GOVERNING 7 

SHORT-TERM RENTALS, TO PROVIDE FOR THE USE OF CERTAIN 8 

FORMS AND TO ESTABLISH FEES; FOR ESTABLISHING STANDARDS 9 

FOR CONSIDERATION OF APPLICATIONS AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES; 10 

WHEREAS, the City Council and Mayor of the City of Blue Ridge, 11 

Georgia, desires to establish certain safeguards related to the operation of short-12 

term rentals within the City; and 13 

WHEREAS, the City Council and Mayor of the City of Blue Ridge, 14 

Georgia, finds that the provisions contained herein shall promote the health, safety, 15 

and welfare of the residents of the City and those who visit the City and utilize 16 

short-term rentals; 17 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED, AND IT IS HEREBY 18 

ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, as authorized by 19 

the City Charter and general law, enacts the following: 20 

May 14, 2019

June 5, 2019

July 9, 2019

July 9, 2019

BR2019-07



SECTION 1.  21 

SHORT TITLE 22 

23 

This ordinance shall be titled the "City of Blue Ridge Short Term Vacation 24 

Rental Ordinance." 25 

SECTION 2.  26 

DEFINITIONS 27 

28 

For the purpose of this ordinance, the following terms, phrases, words and 29 

derivations shall have the meaning given herein. When not inconsistent with the 30 

context, words used in the present tense include the future, words in the plural 31 

number include the singular number, and words in the singular number include the 32 

plural number. The word "shall" is always mandatory and not merely dicta. 33 

A. Short term vacation rental. Short term vacation rental means an34 

accommodation for transient guests where, in exchange for 35 

compensation, a residential dwelling unit is provided for lodging for a 36 

period of time not to exceed 30 consecutive days. Short term vacation 37 

rental shall not include any residential dwelling unit not regularly 38 

offered for rental, which shall be defined as any residence offered for 39 

rental less than fourteen (14) days in any given calendar year.  For the 40 

purposes of this definition, a residential dwelling shall include all 41 

housing types and shall exclude group living or other lodging uses. 42 



SECTION 3 43 

REGULATIONS FOR SHORT TERM VACATION RENTALS 44 

45 

Short term vacation rentals may be offered to the public for rental only on 46 

properties zoned for commercial use which currently are Central Business District 47 

(“CBD”), Limited Commercial (“C-1”), General Commercial (“C-2”).  No short 48 

term rental may be offered to the public for rental until  issuance of a short term 49 

vacation rental certificate, receipt of an occupation tax certificate, and payment of 50 

any and all applicable State and City taxes. Any taxes owed to the City shall be 51 

paid and any failure to remit the same or to register pursuant to this ordinance shall 52 

be subject to the penalties set forth in the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia’s Code of 53 

Ordinances.  Owners shall also use his or her best efforts to insure occupants do 54 

not disrupt or interfere with rights of adjacent property owners to quiet enjoyment 55 

of their property and shall adhere to the following requirements:  56 

A. Owners shall not allow occupants to violate any federal, state, or local57 

law, statute, rule or ordinances.58 

B. Owners shall not allow overnight occupancy to exceed the maximum59 

capacity as identified in the rental certificate application.60 

61 

SECTION 4 62 

APPLICATION; FEE 63 

64 



A. An application for a short term vacation rental certificate shall be 65 

submitted, under oath, on a form specified by the City Clerk or City 66 

Attorney, or their designee, accompanied by a $25.00 non-refundable 67 

application fee as set forth by the City Council, which shall include at 68 

a minimum the following information or documentation: 69 

1. The name, address, telephone and email address of the owner(s)70 

of record of the dwelling unit for which a certificate is sought. 71 

If such owner is not a natural person, the application shall 72 

identify all partners, officers and/or directors of any such entity, 73 

including personal contact information; 74 

2. The address of the unit to be used as a short term vacation75 

rental; 76 

3. The name, address, telephone number and email address of the77 

short term vacation rental agent, which shall constitute his or 78 

her 24-hour contact information and who shall: 79 

a. Be reasonably available to handle any problems arising80 

from use of the short term vacation rental unit; 81 

b. Be available by telephone within 24 hours following82 

notification from the City Clerk, Police Chief or the City 83 



Attorney, or his/her designee, of issues related to the use 84 

or occupancy of the premises. 85 

c. Receive and accept service of any notice of violation86 

related to the use or occupancy of the premises; and 87 

d. Monitor the short term vacation rental unit for88 

compliance with this ordinance. 89 

4. The owner's sworn acknowledgment that he or she has received90 

a copy of this section, has reviewed it and understands its 91 

requirements; 92 

5. The owner shall state the maximum occupancy for the93 

residence, which shall be the same number as advertised and 94 

marketed to potential renters by or on behalf of the owner; 95 

6. The owner's agreement to use his or her best efforts to assure96 

that use of the premises by short term vacation rental occupants 97 

will not disrupt the neighborhood, and will not interfere with 98 

the rights of neighboring property owners to the quiet 99 

enjoyment of their properties; 100 

7. A copy of an agreement between the owner and occupant(s)101 

which obligate the occupant to abide by all of the requirements 102 

of the ordinance, and other City ordinances, state and federal 103 



law, and that such a violation of any of these rules may result in 104 

the immediate termination of the agreement and eviction from 105 

the premises, as well as potential liability for payment of fines 106 

levied; 107 

8. Proof of the owner's and/or property management company’s108 

contract with the owner] current ownership of the short term 109 

vacation rental unit; and 110 

9. Proof of visible rental sign that includes 911 address of111 

property. 112 

B. Registration under this code section is not transferrable and should113 

ownership of a short term vacation rental change, a new application is 114 

required, including application fee. In the event of any other change in 115 

the information or facts provided in the application, the holder of the 116 

short term rental certificate shall amend the filed application without 117 

payment of any additional application fee. 118 

C.  After issuance of a rental certificate, the holder shall identify on each119 

monthly hotel/motel tax return the current identification number(s) of 120 

the dwelling unit on any internet based advertising, listing or on-line 121 

rental platform including, but not limited to, www.vrbo.com,. 122 

www.airbnb.com, www.homeaway.com or other similar services.  123 



SECTION 5 124 

REVIEW OF APPLICATION 125 

126 

Review of an application shall be conducted by the City Clerk or the City 127 

Attorney, or their designee, in accordance with due process principles and shall be 128 

granted unless the applicant fails to meet the conditions and requirements of this 129 

Ordinance, or otherwise fails to demonstrate the ability to comply with local, state, 130 

or federal laws. Any false statements or information provided in the application are 131 

grounds for revocation, suspension and/or imposition of penalties, including denial 132 

of future applications. A certificate shall not be issued unless the owner 133 

demonstrates compliance with the applicable codes. 134 

SECTION 6 135 

VIOLATIONS; REVOCATION 136 

137 

A. In any instance in which use of the short term rental by a guest results138 

in a violation of these ordinances, or any other ordinance of the City, 139 

notice of such violation shall be provided to the short term vacation 140 

rental agent. Failure to remedy any notice of violations may result in 141 

the issuance of a citation, which shall be prosecuted pursuant to this 142 

Code. Upon a conviction of violation, the City Clerk or the City 143 

Attorney may revoke the short term vacation rental certificate and 144 



may reject all applications for the subject premises for a period of 12 145 

consecutive months. 146 

B. Short term rentals occurring on or after July 15, 2019 without a valid147 

rental certificate shall constitute a violation of this ordinance and shall 148 

be subject to a minimum fine of $250.00. Each occurrence shall 149 

constitute a separate offense. 150 

C. Nothing in this ordinance shall be construed to limit any action by the151 

City to seek the remediation of any dangerous condition at the short 152 

term vacation rental or to take any action seeking to protect and 153 

preserve against any threat to public safety. 154 

SECTION 7 155 

APPEAL RIGHTS 156 

157 

A person aggrieved by the City Clerk’s or City Attorney’s decision to revoke, 158 

suspend or deny a short term vacation rental certificate may appeal the decision to 159 

the Blue Ridge City Council. The appeal must be filed with the City Clerk’s office 160 

in writing, within 30 calendar days after the adverse action and it shall contain a 161 

concise statement of the reasons for the appeal. A decision from the City Council 162 

rendered at its next regularly scheduled meeting and the Council may hold any 163 

hearing deemed necessary in consideration of the appeal or may simply vote to 164 

reverse or confirm the appealed decision. 165 



SECTION 8 166 

REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES TO REMOVE CONFLICT 167 

168 

All parts of ordinances in conflict with the terms of this ordinance are hereby 169 

repealed to the extent of the conflict, but it is hereby provided that any ordinance 170 

or law which may be applicable hereto and aid in carrying out and making 171 

effective the intent, purpose and provisions hereof, is hereby adopted as a part 172 

hereof and shall be legally construed to be in favor of upholding this Ordinance on 173 

behalf of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia.  174 

SECTION 9  175 

SEVERABILITY 176 

177 

If any paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase or any other portion 178 

of this Ordinance should be declared invalid or unconstitutional by any Court of 179 

competent jurisdiction or if the provisions of any part of this Ordinance as applied 180 

to any particular person, situation or set of circumstances is declared invalid or 181 

unconstitutional, such invalidity shall not be construed to affect the provisions of 182 

this Ordinance not so held to be invalid, or the application of this Ordinance to 183 

other circumstances not so held to be invalid.  It is hereby declared to be the 184 

legislative intent of the City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia to provide 185 

for separate and divisible parts and it does hereby adopt any and all parts hereof as 186 

may not be held invalid for any reason. 187 



SECTION 10  188 

EFFECTIVE DATE/TOLLING/SPECIAL LAND USE 189 

PERMIT/NONCONFORMING GRANDFATHERED USE 190 

191 

The effective date of this Ordinance shall be immediately upon its passage 192 

by the City Council and execution by the Mayor or upon fifteen (15) days expiring 193 

from the date of its passage without a veto of said Ordinance by the Mayor as set 194 

forth in the City Charter at Section 3.23(b).  The Ordinance shall be tolled and not 195 

enforced against any owner of property who is currently operating a short-term 196 

rental  upon property which is not within a category eligible for the issuance of a 197 

short term rental certificate  if the owner or the owner’s agent files an application 198 

seeking a rezoning to a commercial category or a special land use permit within 199 

thirty (30) days of the effective date of this Ordinance. 200 

All applications for special land use permits shall be reviewed and processed 201 

in the same manner as applications for rezoning and shall be made on forms 202 

approved by the City.  The City Council may grant a special land use permit to 203 

allow operation of a short term rental on any property located with the City limits 204 

and for any period of time.   The City Council shall consider, at a minimum, the 205 

following in its determination of whether or not to grant a special land use permit: 206 

(1) Whether or not there will be a significant adverse effect on the207 

neighborhood or area in which the proposed use will be located. 208 



(2) Whether or not the use is otherwise compatible with the neighborhood. 209 

(3) Whether or not the use proposed will result in a nuisance as defined210 

under state law. 211 

(4) Whether or not quiet enjoyment of surrounding property will be212 

adversely affected. 213 

(5) Whether or not property values of surrounding property will be214 

adversely affected. 215 

(6) Whether or not adequate provisions are made for parking and traffic216 

considerations. 217 

(7) Whether or not the site or intensity of the use is appropriate.218 

(8) Whether or not special or unique conditions exist so as to overcome219 

the general requirements of this Ordinance. 220 

(9) Whether or not adequate provisions are made regarding hours of221 

operation. 222 

(10) Whether or not adequate controls and limits are placed on any223 

commercial and business deliveries. 224 

(11) Whether or not the public health, safety, welfare or moral concerns225 

of the surrounding neighborhood will be adversely affected. 226 

(12) Whether the applicant has provided sufficient information to allow a227 

full consideration of all relevant factors. 228 



In all applications for a special land use permit the burden shall be on the 229 

applicant both to produce sufficient information to allow the City to fully to 230 

consider all relevant factors and to demonstrate that the proposal otherwise 231 

complies with all applicable requirements and is otherwise consistent with this 232 

Ordinance.  A holder of a special land use permit may be subject to suspension or 233 

revocation via a show-cause hearing conducted by the City Council if the 234 

owner/property owner/operator is found in violation of any local, state or federal 235 

laws, regulations or ordinance regulating such business or the violation any of the 236 

City Council’s stipulations of the special land use permit. The City shall be 237 

authorized to conduct a show-cause hearing if the violations are not corrected 238 

within ten days of official notification provided by the City, and/or are habitual in 239 

nature, and/or endanger the public health, safety and welfare. 240 

If the rezoning or special land use permitis denied, the Ordinance will no 241 

longer be tolled and will be immediately enforceable.  In the event an owner or the 242 

owner’s agent is currently operating a short-term rental upon property which is not 243 

within a category eligible for the issuance of a short term rental certificate  AND 244 

has been paying the monthly hotel/motel tax as required by law , said operation 245 

shall be considered to be grandfathered and allowed to continue operation until 246 

there is a change in ownership of said property.   However, all other terms and 247 

conditions of this Ordinance shall apply to any grandfathered short-term rental 248 





FIRST READING 

ADVERTISED 

PUBLIC HEARING 

PASSED 

AN ORDINANCE NO. ________ 

AN ORDINANCE BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL FOR 1 

THE CITY OF BLUE RIDGE RELATING TO DERELICT AND 2 

BLIGHTED PROPERTY; TO PROVIDE FOR DEFINITIONS; TO 3 

PROVIDE FOR A PROCEDURES FOR A DECLARATION OF A 4 

PUBLIC NUISANCE; TO PROVIDE FOR A COMPLAINT AND 5 

APPEAL PROCESS;  TO PROVIDE POWERS OF CITY OFFICERS;  6 

TO PROVIDE FOR SERVICE OF PROCESS; TO PROVIDE A 7 

LIMITATION OF LIABILITY; TO PROVIDE FOR A LEVY OF 8 

INCREASE ON AD VALOREM TAXES FOR BLIGHTED 9 

PROPERTY; TO PROVIDE FOR IDENTIFICATION OF 10 

BLIGHTED PROPERTY; TO PROVIDE FOR REMEDIATION; TO 11 

PROVIDE PROCEDURES; TO PROVIDE FOR ENFORCEMENT; 12 

TO PROVIDE FOR VIOLATIONS; TO PROVIDE PENALTIES; TO 13 

PROVIDE FOR SEVERABILITY; TO PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE 14 

DATE; TO REPEAL ALL ORDINANCES AND PARTS OF 15 

ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND FOR OTHER 16 

PURPOSES. 17 

18 

WHEREAS, the City Council and Mayor of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, 19 

desires to establish certain safeguards related to derelict and blighted property within 20 

the City; and 21 

WHEREAS, the City Council and Mayor of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, 22 

finds that the provisions contained herein shall promote the health, safety, and 23 

welfare of the residents of the City and those who visit the City; 24 

May 14, 2019

June 5, 2019

June 11, 2019

July 9, 2019

BR2019-08



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED, AND IT IS HEREBY 25 

ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, as authorized by 26 

the City Charter and general law, enacts the following: 27 

ARTICLE A 28 

 29 

SECTION 1 30 

SHORT TITLE 31 

 32 

This Article shall be known as the “City of Blue Ridge Derelict Property 33 

Ordinance.” 34 

SECTION 2 35 

DEFINITIONS. 36 

 37 

As used in this article, the term: 38 

(a) Applicable codes  means any optional housing or abatement standard 39 

provided in O.C.G.A. title 8, chapter 2 as adopted by ordinance or operation 40 

of law, or other property-maintenance standards as adopted by ordinance or 41 

operation of law, or general nuisance law, relative to the safe use of real 42 

property; any fire or life safety code as provided for in O.C.G.A. title 25, 43 

chapter 2; and any building codes adopted by local ordinance prior to October 44 

1, 1991, or the minimum standard codes provided in O.C.G.A. title 8, chapter 45 

2 after October 1, 1991, provided that such building or minimum standard 46 

codes for real-property improvements shall be deemed to mean those building 47 



or minimum standard codes in existence at the time such real property 48 

improvements were constructed unless otherwise provided by law. 49 

b) Closing means causing a dwelling, building, or structure to be vacated and 50 

secured against unauthorized entry.   51 

(c) Drug crime means an act which is a violation of O.C.G.A. title 16, chapter 13, 52 

article 2, known as the "Georgia Controlled Substances Act".   53 

(d) Dwellings, buildings, or structures  means any building or structure or part 54 

thereof used and occupied for human habitation or commercial, industrial, or 55 

business uses, or intended to be so used, and includes any outhouses, 56 

improvements, and appurtenances belonging thereto or usually enjoyed 57 

therewith and also includes any building or structure of any design. As used 58 

in this article, the term "dwellings, buildings, or structures" shall not mean or 59 

include any farm, any building or structure located on a farm, or any 60 

agricultural facility or other building or structure used for the production, 61 

growing, raising, harvesting, storage, or processing of crops, livestock, 62 

poultry, or other farm products.   63 

(e) Graffiti  means any inscriptions, words, figures, paintings, or other 64 

defacements that are written, marked, etched, scratched, sprayed, drawn, 65 

painted, or engraved on or otherwise affixed to any surface of public or private 66 

property by means of any aerosol paint container, broad-tipped marker, gum 67 



label, paint stick, graffiti stick, etching equipment, brush, or other device 68 

capable of scarring or leaving a visible mark on any surface without prior 69 

authorization from the owner or occupant of the property.   70 

(f) Governing authority means the City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, 71 

Georgia.   72 

(g) Interested party means:   73 

(1)    The "owner"; 74 

(2)   Persons in possession of said property and premises; 75 

(3)    Those parties having an interest in the property as revealed by a 76 

certification of title to the property conducted in accordance with the 77 

title standards of the State Bar of Georgia; 78 

(4)    Those parties having filed a notice in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 48-79 

3-9; and 80 

(5)    Any other party having an interest in the property whose identity and 81 

address are reasonably ascertainable from the records of the 82 

municipality or records maintained in the county courthouse or by the 83 

clerk of court; provided, however, interested party shall not include the 84 

holder of the benefit or burden of any easement or right-of-way whose 85 

interest is properly recorded which interest shall remain unaffected. 86 

(h) Municipality means the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia.   87 



 88 

(i) Owner means the holder of the title in fee simple and every mortgagee of 89 

record.   90 

(j) Public authority  means any member of the governing authority, any director 91 

of a public housing authority, or any officer who is in charge of any 92 

department or branch of government (municipal, county or state) relating to 93 

health, fire, life safety, building regulations, or to other activities concerning 94 

dwellings, buildings, or structures, or use of private property within the City.   95 

(k) Public officer means the enforcement official designated by the Mayor, who 96 

is authorized to exercise the powers prescribed by article, and any officer or 97 

employee of the City to whom he or she delegates such authority in writing.   98 

(l) Repair means altering or improving a dwelling, building, or structure so as to 99 

bring the structure into compliance with the applicable codes in the 100 

jurisdiction where the property is located and the cleaning or removal of 101 

debris, trash, and other materials present and accumulated which create a 102 

health or safety hazard in or about any dwelling, building, or structure.   103 

(m) Resident means any person residing in the jurisdiction where the property is 104 

located on or after the date on which the alleged nuisance arose.   105 

 106 

 107 



SECTION 3 108 

DUTY OF OWNERS OF REAL PROPERTY 109 

 AND STRUCTURES THEREON 110 

 111 

It is the duty of the owner of every dwelling, building, structure, or private 112 

property within the jurisdiction to construct and maintain such dwelling, building, 113 

structure, or property in conformance with applicable codes in force within the City 114 

or such laws and ordinances which regulate and prohibit activities on private 115 

property and which declare it to be a public nuisance to construct or maintain any 116 

dwelling, building, structure, or use private property in violation of such codes, laws 117 

or ordinances. 118 

SECTION 4 119 

DECLARATION OF PUBLIC NUISANCE. 120 

 121 

Every dwelling, building, or structure within the City which (i) is constructed 122 

or maintained in violation of applicable codes in force within the City; (ii) is unfit 123 

for human habitation or commercial, industrial, or business use or occupancy due to 124 

inadequate provisions for ventilation, light, air, sanitation, or open spaces; (iii) poses 125 

an imminent harm to life or other property due to fire, flood, hurricane, tornado, 126 

earthquake, storm or other natural catastrophe; (iv) is vacant and used in the 127 

commission of drug crimes; (v) is occupied and used repeatedly for the commission 128 

of illegal activities, including facilitating organized crime or criminal enterprises, 129 

after written notice to the owner of such activities conducted therein; (vi) is 130 

abandoned; or (vii) otherwise constitutes an endangerment to the public health or 131 



safety as a result of unsanitary or unsafe conditions, is hereby declared a public 132 

nuisance. Every private property within the City on which is being regularly 133 

conducted any activity or land use in violation of applicable laws and ordinances, 134 

including the zoning ordinance of this City, is hereby declared to be a public 135 

nuisance. Property which may be deemed esthetically substandard or deteriorating 136 

shall not meet the definition of a public nuisance unless the overall condition or use 137 

of the property results in impaired health, safety, transmission of disease, infant 138 

mortality, or crime. 139 

SECTION 5 140 

POWERS OF ENFORCEMENT OFFICIAL OR HIS/HER DESIGNEE 141 

 142 

(a)    A duly authorized enforcement official or officials, in carrying out his/her 143 

duties pursuant to this article, the enforcement official or his/her designee to 144 

whom his/her authority is assigned shall, in addition to those powers 145 

otherwise conferred upon or delegated to him/her by the Charter and/or other 146 

ordinances of the City, be empowered to:   147 

(1)    Investigate and inspect the condition of dwellings, buildings, structures, 148 

and private property within the City to determine those structures and 149 

property uses in violation of this article. Entries onto private property 150 

shall be made in a manner so as to cause the least possible 151 

inconvenience; provided, however, the enforcement official shall not 152 

enter into any occupied dwelling or structure without first having 153 



obtained the consent of the owner or a person in possession. In those 154 

cases where consent to entry is denied after reasonable request, the 155 

enforcement official may apply to the municipal court for an 156 

administrative search warrant upon showing probable cause that a 157 

violation exists. 158 

(2)   To retain experts including certified real estate appraisers, qualified 159 

building contractors, and qualified building inspectors, engineers, 160 

surveyors, accountants, and attorneys. 161 

(3)    To appoint and fix the duties of such officers and employees of the City 162 

as he/she deems necessary to carry out the purposes of this article; and 163 

(4)    To delegate any of his/her functions and powers under this article to 164 

such officers, employees and agents as he/she may designate. 165 

(b)    In addition to the procedures set forth in this article, the enforcement official 166 

or his/her designee(s) may issue citations for violations of state minimum 167 

standard codes, optional building, fire, life safety and other codes adopted by 168 

ordinance, and conditions declared to constitute a public health or safety 169 

hazard or general nuisance, and to seek enforcement of such citations before 170 

the municipal court prior to issuing a complaint in rem as provided in this 171 

article. Nothing in this article shall be construed to impair or limit in any way 172 



the power of the City to define and declare nuisances and to cause their 173 

removal or abatement by other summary proceedings. 174 

SECTION 6 175 

COMPLAINT IN REM IN MUNICIPAL COURT; 176 

PROCEDURE; LIEN; APPEAL 177 

 178 

(a)    Whenever a request is filed with the public officer by a public authority or by 179 

at least five (5) residents of the municipality charging that any dwelling, 180 

building, structure, or property is unfit for human habitation or for 181 

commercial, industrial, or business use and not in compliance with applicable 182 

codes; is vacant and being used in the commission of drug crimes; or 183 

constitutes an endangerment to the public health or safety as a result of 184 

unsanitary or unsafe conditions, the public officer  may make an investigation 185 

or inspection of the specific dwelling, building, structure, or property and 186 

make a written report of his findings. Such officer shall be guided in his/her 187 

investigation by documenting conditions, which include but are not limited 188 

to: 189 

(1)    Defects therein increasing the hazards of fire, accidents, or other 190 

calamities; 191 

(2)    Lack of adequate ventilation, light, or sanitary facilities; 192 

(3)    Dilapidation; 193 

(4)    Disrepair by failure to conform to applicable codes and ordinances; 194 



(5)    Structural defects which render the structure unsafe for human 195 

habitation or occupancy; 196 

(6)    Uncleanliness; or 197 

(7)    The presence of graffiti which is visible from adjoining public or 198 

private property. 199 

(b)   If the public officer's investigation or inspection identifies that any dwelling, 200 

building, structure, or property is unfit for human habitation or for 201 

commercial, industrial, or business use and not in compliance with applicable 202 

codes; is vacant and being used in connection with the commission of drug 203 

crimes; or constitutes an endangerment to the public health or safety as a result 204 

of unsanitary or unsafe conditions, the public officer shall file a complaint in 205 

rem in the municipal court of the City against the lot, tract, or parcel of real 206 

property on which such dwelling, building, or structure is situated or where 207 

such public health hazard or general nuisance exists and shall cause summons 208 

and a copy of the complaint to be served on the interested parties in such 209 

dwelling, building, or structure. The complaint shall identify the subject real 210 

property by appropriate street address and official tax map reference; identify 211 

the interested parties; state with particularity the factual basis for the action; 212 

and contain a statement of the action sought by the public officer to abate the 213 

alleged nuisance. The summons shall notify the interested parties that a 214 



hearing will be held before the municipal court at a date and time certain and 215 

at a place within the or municipality where the property is located. Such 216 

hearing shall be held not less than fifteen (15) days nor more than forty-five 217 

(45) days after the filing of said complaint in the proper court. The interested 218 

parties shall have the right to file an answer to the complaint and to appear in 219 

person or by attorney and offer testimony at the time and place fixed for 220 

hearing. 221 

(c)    If, after such notice and hearing, the court determines that the dwelling, 222 

building, or structure in question is unfit for human habitation or is unfit for 223 

its current commercial, industrial, or business use and not in compliance with 224 

applicable codes; is vacant and being used in connection with the commission 225 

of drug crimes; or constitutes an endangerment to the public health or safety 226 

as a result of unsanitary or unsafe conditions, the court shall state, in writing, 227 

findings of fact in support of such determination and shall issue and cause to 228 

be served upon the interested parties that have answered the complaint or 229 

appeared at the hearing an order: 230 

(1)    If the repair, alteration, or improvement of the said dwelling, building, 231 

or structure can be made at a reasonable cost in relation to the present 232 

value of the dwelling, building, or structure, requiring the owner, within 233 

the time specified in the order, to repair, alter, or improve such 234 



dwelling, building, or structure so as to bring it into full compliance 235 

with the applicable codes relevant to the cited violation; and, if 236 

applicable, to secure by closing the structure so that it cannot be used 237 

in connection with the commission of drug crimes; or 238 

(2)   If the repair, alteration, or improvement of the said dwelling, building, 239 

or structure in order to bring it into full compliance with applicable 240 

codes relevant to the cited violations cannot be made at a reasonable 241 

cost in relation to the present value of the dwelling, building, or 242 

structure, requiring the owner, within the time specified in the order, to 243 

demolish and remove such dwelling, building, or structure and all 244 

debris from the property. 245 

For purposes of this section, the court shall make its determination of 246 

reasonable cost in relation to the present value of the dwelling, building, or 247 

structure without consideration of the value of the land on which the structure 248 

is situated; provided, however, that costs of the preparation necessary to 249 

repair, alter, or improve a structure may be considered; and, provided further, 250 

that if the unsatisfactory condition is limited solely to the presence of graffiti, 251 

the dwelling, building or structure shall not be ordered demolished or closed, 252 

but its owner may be ordered to repair the same by cleaning or removal of the 253 

graffiti. Income and financial status of the owner shall not be a factor in the 254 



court's determination. The present value of the structure and the costs of 255 

repair, alteration, or improvement may be established by affidavits of real 256 

estate appraisers with a Georgia appraiser classification as provided in 257 

O.C.G.A. Title 43, Chapter 39A, qualified building contractors, or qualified 258 

building inspectors without actual testimony presented. Costs of repair, 259 

alteration, or improvement of the structure shall be the cost necessary to bring 260 

the structure into compliance with the applicable codes relevant to the cited 261 

violations in force in the jurisdiction. 262 

(d)   If the owner fails to comply with an order to repair or demolish the dwelling, 263 

building, or structure, the public officer shall cause such dwelling, building, 264 

or structure to be repaired, altered, or improved, or to be vacated and closed, 265 

or demolished within 270 days of the expiration of time specified in the order 266 

for abatement by the owner. Any time during which such action is prohibited 267 

by a court order issued pursuant to subsection (c) of this section or any 268 

equitable relief granted by a court of competent jurisdiction shall not be 269 

counted toward the 270 days in which such abatement action shall commence. 270 

The public officer shall cause to be posted on the main entrance of the 271 

building, dwelling, or structure a placard with the following words: 272 

 273 



"This building is unfit for human habitation or commercial, 274 

industrial, or business use and does not comply with the 275 

applicable codes or has been ordered secured to prevent its use 276 

in connection with drug crimes or constitutes an endangerment 277 

to public health or safety as a result of unsanitary or unsafe 278 

conditions. The use or occupation of this building is prohibited 279 

and unlawful." 280 

(e)    If the public officer has the structure demolished, reasonable effort shall be 281 

made to salvage reusable materials for credit against the cost of demolition. 282 

The proceeds of any moneys received from the sale of salvaged materials shall 283 

be used or applied against the cost of the demolition and removal of the 284 

structure, and proper records shall be kept showing application of sales 285 

proceeds. Any such sale of salvaged materials may be made without the 286 

necessity of public advertisement and bid. The public officer and governing 287 

authority are relieved of any and all liability resulting from or occasioned by 288 

the sale of any such salvaged materials, including, without limitation, defects 289 

in such salvaged materials. 290 

(f)  The amount of the cost of demolition, including all court costs, appraisal fees, 291 

administrative costs incurred by the City, and all other costs necessarily 292 

associated with the abatement action, including restoration to grade of the real 293 



property after demolition, shall be a lien against the real property upon which 294 

such cost was incurred. 295 

(g)    The lien provided for in subsection (e) shall attach to the real property upon 296 

the filing of a certified copy of the order requiring repair, closure, or 297 

demolition in the office of the clerk of superior court in Fannin County and 298 

shall relate back to the date of the filing of the lis pendens notice required 299 

under subsection (a). The Clerk of Superior court shall record and index such 300 

certified copy of the order in the deed records of the county and enter the lien 301 

on the general execution docket. The lien shall be superior to all other liens 302 

on the property, except liens for taxes to which the lien shall be inferior and 303 

shall continue in force until paid. After filing a certified copy of the order with 304 

the Clerk of Superior Court, the public officer shall, within ninety (90) days 305 

of the completion of repairs, demolition or closure, forward a copy of the order 306 

and a final statement of costs to the county tax commissioner. 307 

(h)    It shall be the duty of the county tax commissioner to collect the amount of 308 

the lien in conjunction with the collection of ad valorem taxes on the property 309 

and to collect the amount of the lien as if it were a real property ad valorem 310 

tax, using all methods available for collecting real property ad valorem taxes, 311 

including specifically O.C.G.A. § 48-4-5; provided, however, that the 312 

limitation of O.C.G.A § 48-4-78 which requires twelve (12) months of 313 



delinquency before commencing a tax foreclosure shall not apply; provided, 314 

further, that redemption of property from the lien may be made in accordance 315 

with the provisions of O.C.G.A. §§ 48-4-80 and 48-4-81. The tax 316 

commissioner may initiate enforcement of liens imposed under this section at 317 

any time following receipt of the final determination of costs from the public 318 

officer. The unpaid lien amount shall bear interest and penalties from and after 319 

the date of final determination of costs in the same amount as applicable to 320 

interest and penalties on unpaid real property ad valorem taxes. 321 

(i)    The tax commissioner shall remit the amount collected to the governing 322 

authority of the municipality whose ordinance is being enforced. The tax 323 

commissioner may retain an amount equal to the cost of administering 324 

collection of the lien. Any such amount collected and retained for 325 

administration shall be deposited in the general fund of the county to pay the 326 

cost of administering the lien. 327 

(j)    The governing authority may waive and release any such lien imposed on 328 

property upon the owner of such property entering into a contract with the 329 

municipality agreeing to a timetable for rehabilitation of the real property or 330 

the dwelling, building, or structure on the property and demonstrating the 331 

financial means to accomplish such rehabilitation. 332 

 333 



(k)    Review of a court order requiring the repair, alteration, improvement, or 334 

demolition of a dwelling, building, or structure shall be by direct appeal to the 335 

superior court under O.C.G.A. § 5-3-29. 336 

SECTION 7 337 

SERVICE OF COMPLAINTS OR ORDERS 338 

 UPON OWNERS AND PARTIES IN INTEREST 339 

 340 

(a)    Summons and copies of the complaint shall be served in the following 341 

manner: 342 

(1)    In all cases, a copy of the complaint and summons shall be 343 

conspicuously posted on the subject dwelling, building, structure, or 344 

property within three (3) business days of filing of the complaint and at 345 

least fifteen (15) days prior to the date of the hearing. 346 

(2)    At least fifteen (15) days prior to the date of the hearing, the public 347 

officer shall mail copies of the complaint and summons by certified 348 

mail or statutory overnight delivery, return receipt requested, to all 349 

interested parties whose identities and addresses are readily 350 

ascertainable. Copies of the complaint and summons shall also be 351 

mailed by first-class mail to the property address to the attention of the 352 

occupants, if any; 353 

(3)    For interested parties whose mailing address is unknown, a notice 354 

stating the date, time, and place of the hearing shall be published in the 355 



newspaper in which the sheriff's advertisements appear in such county 356 

once a week for two consecutive weeks prior to the hearing; and 357 

(4)    A notice of lis pendens shall be filed in the office of the Clerk of 358 

Superior court in which the dwelling, building, structure, or property is 359 

located at the time of filing the complaint in municipal court. 360 

(b)    The public officer shall cause an affidavit of service to be filed of record in 361 

the municipal court prior to the hearing showing compliance with the service 362 

requirements of this section. Such affidavit shall constitute a prima facie 363 

showing of minimum procedural due process and shall constitute sufficient 364 

proof that service was perfected. 365 

(c)    Orders and other filings made subsequent to service of the initial complaint 366 

shall be served in the manner provided in this section on every interested party 367 

who answers the complaint or appears at the hearing. Any interested party 368 

who fails to answer or appear at the hearing shall be deemed to have waived 369 

all further notice in the proceedings. 370 

SECTION 8 371 

LIMITATION OF LIABILITY FOR CODE ENFORCEMENT; NO 372 

SPECIAL DUTY CREATED 373 

 374 

It is the intent of this article to protect the public health, life safety and general 375 

welfare of properties and occupiers of buildings and structures within the City in 376 

general, but not to create any special duty or relationship with any individual person 377 



or to any specified property within or without the boundaries of the City. Approval 378 

of a permit and inspection of a property shall in no manner guarantee or warrant to 379 

the owner or occupants thereof that said property has been constructed, maintained, 380 

or operated in conformance with applicable codes, laws and regulations. The City 381 

reserves the right to assert all available immunities and defenses in any action 382 

seeking to impose monetary damages upon the City, its officers, employees and 383 

agents arising out of any alleged failure or breach of duty or relationship as may now 384 

exist or hereafter be created. To the extent any federal or state law, regulation, or 385 

ordinance requires compliance as a condition precedent to the issuance of a permit, 386 

plan or design approval, inspection or other activity by the City, its officers, 387 

employees and agents, issuance of such permit, approval, or inspection shall not be 388 

deemed to constitute a waiver or estoppel of the condition precedent, and it shall 389 

remain the obligation and responsibility of the owner, his design professional(s), and 390 

contractor(s) to satisfy such legal requirements. 391 

 392 

 393 

SECTION 9 394 

GENERAL CLEANLINESS OF PREMISES 395 

 396 

The owner and occupant of property within the City shall each be 397 

independently responsible for keeping the premises, including all buildings thereon 398 

and the full yard thereof, clean and free from all garbage, refuse, filth, dirt, ashes, 399 

trash, rubbish and other offensive materials. 400 



SECTION 10 401 

DISORDERLY HOUSE 402 

 403 

(a)    Any person who keeps and maintains, either by himself or others, a common, 404 

ill-governed and disorderly house, to the encouragement of gaming, drinking, 405 

illicit drug activity, or other misbehavior, to the common disturbance of the 406 

neighborhood or orderly citizens, shall be guilty of an offense against the City; 407 

provided, however, before any person is charged under this subsection, 408 

written notice shall be given the owner of the property and the person in 409 

possession thereof by the chief of police stating the general, customary and 410 

common habits of the house, giving fair notice of this subsection and the 411 

conduct proscribed thereby. 412 

(b)    Any person who shall allow any boisterous, noisy, drunken or riotous persons 413 

to assemble or remain in their house, apartment or upon their property, after 414 

receiving oral notice from a police officer that boisterous, noisy, drunken or 415 

carousing activities have caused complaint and annoyance to the common 416 

disturbance of the neighborhood or orderly citizens, shall be guilty of an 417 

offense against the City; provided, however, no person shall be charged under 418 

this subsection unless the owner or person in possession of the premises has 419 

been afforded an opportunity to disburse the assembly or offending person 420 

from the premises. This subsection shall not preclude a police officer from 421 

arresting any individual for criminal trespass where such individual 422 



knowingly and without authority remains on private property after being 423 

notified by the owner or lawful occupant to depart. 424 

SECTION 11 425 

VIOLATIONS; ENFORCEMENT PENALTIES 426 

 427 

Any person who willfully refuses to comply with the provisions of this article 428 

shall be cited to appear before the municipal court and, upon conviction, shall be 429 

fined not less than $500.00; each day of continued violation, after citation, shall 430 

constitute a separate offense. In addition to the foregoing fines, upon conviction, the 431 

director shall discontinue the public water supply service at any premises upon 432 

which there is found to be a cross-connection, auxiliary intake, by-pass, or inter-433 

connection, and service shall not be restored until such cross-connection, auxiliary, 434 

by-pass, or inter-connection has been discontinued. 435 

 436 

 437 

 438 

REFERENCE 439 

 440 

The Municipal Code of the City of Blue Ridge is amended by adding a new Article, 441 

to be numbered Article as provided by law, which shall include the following 442 

language: 443 

 444 

Article ______ 445 

 446 



SECTION 1 447 

SHORT TITLE. 448 

 449 

This Article shall be known as the “Blue Ridge Blighted Property Ordinance.” 450 

SECTION 2 451 

PURPOSE 452 

 453 

The existence of real property which is maintained in a blighted condition 454 

increases the burden of the state and local government by increasing the need for 455 

government services, including but not limited to social services, public safety 456 

services, and code enforcement services. Rehabilitation of blighted property 457 

decreases this need for such government services.  458 

In furtherance of its objective to eradicate conditions of slum and blight within 459 

the City, in exercise of the powers granted to municipal corporations at Chapter 61, 460 

Urban Redevelopment, of Title 36 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, has 461 

designated those areas of the City where conditions of slum and blight are found or 462 

are likely to spread.  463 

In recognition of the need for enhanced governmental services and in order to 464 

encourage private property owners to maintain their real property and the buildings, 465 

structures and improvement thereon in good condition and repair  466 

SECTION 3 467 

DEFINITIONS 468 

 469 

(a) ‘Blighted property’, ‘blighted’, or ‘blight’ means any urbanized or developed 470 

property which:  471 



(1) Presents two or more of the following conditions: 472 

(A) Uninhabitable, unsafe, or abandoned structure; 473 

(B) Inadequate provisions for ventilation, light, air, or sanitation; 474 

(C) An imminent harm to life or other property caused by fire, flood, 475 

hurricane, tornado, earthquake, storm, or other natural 476 

catastrophe respecting which the governor has declared a state of 477 

emergency under the state law or has certified the need for 478 

disaster assistance under federal law; provided, however, this 479 

division shall not apply to property unless the relevant public 480 

agency has given notice in writing to the property owner 481 

regarding specific harm caused by the property and the owner 482 

has failed to take reasonable measures to remedy the harm;  483 

(D) A site identified by the federal Environmental Protection Agency 484 

as a superfund site pursuant to 42 U.S.C. Section 9601, et seq., 485 

or having environmental contamination to an extent that requires 486 

remedial investigation or a feasibility study;  487 

(E) Repeated illegal activity on the individual property of which the 488 

property owner knew or should have known; or 489 



(F) The maintenance of the property is below municipal codes for at 490 

least one year after written notice of the code violation to its 491 

owner; and  492 

(2) Is conducive to ill health, transmission of disease, infant mortality, or 493 

crime in the immediate proximity of the property. 494 

Property shall not be deemed blighted solely because of esthetic conditions.  495 

(b) ‘Building inspector’ means a certified inspector possessing the requisite 496 

qualifications to determine minimal code compliance.  497 

(c) ‘Community redevelopment’ means any activity, project, or service necessary 498 

or incidental to achieving the redevelopment or revitalization of a 499 

redevelopment area or portion thereof designated for redevelopment through 500 

an urban redevelopment plan or thorough local ordinances relating to the 501 

repair, closing, and demolition of buildings and structures unfit for human 502 

habitation.  503 

(d) ‘Governing authority’ means the City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, a 504 

Georgia municipal corporation.  505 

(e) ‘Millage’ or ‘millage rate’ means the levy, in mills, which is established by 506 

the governing authority for purposes of financing, in whole or in part, the 507 

levying jurisdiction's general fund expenses for the fiscal year.  508 



(f) ‘Person’ means such individual(s), partnership, corporations, business entities 509 

and associations which return real property for ad valorem taxation or who 510 

are chargeable by law for the taxes on the property.  511 

(g) Public officer means the enforcement official designated by the Mayor, who 512 

is authorized to exercise the powers prescribed by article, and any officer or 513 

employee of the City to whom he or she delegates such authority in writing.  514 

‘  515 

SECTION 4 516 

AD VALOREM TAX INCREASE ON BLIGHTED PROPERTY 517 

 518 

(a) There is hereby levied on all real property within the City which has been 519 

officially identified as maintained in a blighted condition an increased ad 520 

valorem tax by applying a factor of seven (7.0) to the millage rate applied to 521 

the property, so that such property shall be taxed at a higher millage rate 522 

generally applied in the municipality, or otherwise provided by general law; 523 

provided, however, real property on which there is situated a dwelling house 524 

which is being occupied as the primary residence of one or more persons shall 525 

not be subject to official identification as maintained in a blighted condition 526 

and shall not be subject to increased taxation.  527 

(b) Such increased ad valorem tax shall be applied and reflected in the first tax 528 

bill rendered following official designation of a real property as blighted.  529 



(c) Revenues arising from the increased rate of ad valorem taxation shall, upon 530 

receipt, be segregated by the enforcement official and used only for 531 

community redevelopment purposes, as identified in an approved urban 532 

redevelopment program, including defraying the cost of the City's program to 533 

close, repair, or demolish unfit building and structures.  534 

SECTION 5 535 

IDENTIFICATION OF BLIGHTED PROPERTY 536 

 537 

(a) In order for a parcel of real property to be officially designated as maintained 538 

in a blighted condition and subject to increased taxation, the following steps 539 

must be completed:  540 

(1) An inspection must be performed on the parcel of property. In order for 541 

an inspection to be performed, 542 

(A) A request may be made by the public officer or by at least five 543 

residents of the City for inspection of a parcel of property, said 544 

inspection to be based on the criteria as delineated in ordinance, 545 

or  546 

(B) The public officer may cause a survey of existing housing 547 

conditions to be performed, or may refer to any such survey 548 

conducted or finalized within the previous five years, to locate or 549 

identify any parcels which may be in a blighted condition and for 550 

which a full inspection should be conducted to determine if that 551 



parcel of property meets the criteria set out in this article for 552 

designation as being maintained in a blighted condition.  553 

(2) A written inspection report of the findings for any parcel of property 554 

inspected pursuant to subsection (1) above shall be prepared and 555 

submitted to the public officer. Where feasible, photographs of the 556 

conditions found to exist on the property on the date of inspection shall 557 

be made and supplement the inspection report. Where compliance with 558 

minimum construction, housing, occupancy, fire and life safety codes 559 

in effect within the City are in question, the inspection shall be 560 

conducted by a certified inspector possessing the requisite 561 

qualifications to determine minimal code compliance.  562 

 563 

(3) Following completion of the inspection report, the public officer shall 564 

make a determination, in writing, that a property is maintained in a 565 

blighted condition, as defined by this article, and is subject to increased 566 

taxation.  567 

(4) The public officer shall cause a written notice of his determination that 568 

the real property at issue is being maintained in a blighted condition to 569 

be served upon the person(s) shown on the most recent tax digest of 570 

Fannin County as responsible for payment of ad valorem taxes assessed 571 



thereon; provided, however, where through the existence of reasonable 572 

diligence it becomes known to the public officer that real property has 573 

been sold or conveyed since publication of the most recent tax digest, 574 

written notice shall be given to the person(s) known or reasonably 575 

believed to then own the property or be chargeable with the payment of 576 

ad valorem taxes thereon, at the best address available. Service in the 577 

manner set forth at O.C.G.A. § 41-2-12 shall constitute sufficient notice 578 

to the property's owner or person chargeable with the payment of ad 579 

valorem taxes for purpose of this section, except that posting of the 580 

notice on the property will not be required.  581 

 582 

(b) The written notice given to the person(s) chargeable with the payment of ad 583 

valorem taxes shall notify such person of the public officer's determination 584 

the real property is being maintained in a blighted condition and shall advise 585 

such person of the hours and location at which the person may inspect and 586 

copy the public officer's determination and any supporting documentation. 587 

Persons notified that real property of which the person(s) is chargeable with 588 

the payment of ad valorem taxes shall have 30 days from the receipt of notice 589 

in which to request a hearing before the City's municipal court. Written 590 

request for hearing shall be filed with the public officer and shall be date 591 



stamped upon receipt. Upon receipt of a request for hearing, the public officer 592 

shall notify the municipal court and the building inspector or person who 593 

performed the inspection and prepared the inspection report.  594 

(c) Within thirty (30) days of the receipt of a request for hearing, the municipal 595 

court clerk shall set a date, time and location for the hearing and shall give at 596 

least ten business days notice to the person(s) requesting the hearing, the 597 

public officer and the building inspector or person who performed the 598 

inspection and prepared the inspection report. Notice of scheduled hearings 599 

shall be published as a legal advertisement in the designated legal organ in 600 

Fannin County, at least five (5) days prior to the hearing. Hearings may be 601 

continued by the municipal court judge upon request of any party, for good 602 

cause.  603 

(d) At the hearing, the public officer shall have the burden of demonstrating by a 604 

preponderance of the evidence that the subject property is maintained in a 605 

blighted condition, as defined by this article. The municipal court judge shall 606 

cause a record of the evidence submitted at the hearing to be maintained. Upon 607 

hearing from the public officer and/or their witnesses and the person(s) 608 

requesting the hearing and/or their witnesses, the judge of municipal court 609 

shall make a determination either affirming or reversing the determination of 610 

the public officer. The determination shall be in writing and copies thereof 611 



shall be served on the parties by certified mail or statutory overnight delivery. 612 

The determination by the court shall be deemed final. A copy of such 613 

determination shall also be served upon the Tax Commissioner of Fannin 614 

County, who shall include the increased tax on the next regular tax bill 615 

rendered on behalf of the City.  616 

(e) Persons aggrieved by the determination of the court affirming the 617 

determination of the public officer may petition the Superior Court of Fannin 618 

County for a writ of certiorari within 30 days of issuance of the court's written 619 

determination.  620 

 621 

 622 

 623 

 624 

SECTION 6 625 

REMEDIATION OR REDEVELOPMENT 626 

 627 

(a) A property owner or person(s) who is chargeable with the payment of ad 628 

valorem taxes on real property which has been officially designated pursuant 629 

to this article as property maintained in a blighted condition may petition the 630 

public officer to lift the designation, upon proof of compliance with the 631 

following:  632 

(1) Completion of work required under a plan of remedial action or 633 

redevelopment approved by the Mayor or her designee which addresses 634 



the conditions of blight found to exist on or within the property, 635 

including compliance with all applicable minimum codes; or  636 

(2) Completion of work required under a court order entered in a 637 

proceeding brought pursuant to Georgia law including, but not limited 638 

to, O.C.G.A. § 41-2-1 et seq.  639 

(b) Before action on a petition to lift the designation, the public officer shall cause 640 

the property to be thoroughly inspected by a building inspector who, by 641 

written inspection report, shall certify that all requisite work has been 642 

performed to applicable code in a workmanlike manner, in accordance with 643 

the specifications of the plan of remedial action or redevelopment, or 644 

applicable court order. Upon finding required work to be satisfactorily 645 

performed, the public officer shall issue a written determination that the real 646 

property is no longer maintained in a blighted condition. Copies of this 647 

determination shall be served upon the person(s) chargeable with the payment 648 

of ad valorem taxes, and upon the Tax Commissioner of Fannin County.  649 

(c) All plans for remedial action or redevelopment shall be in writing, signed by 650 

the person(s) chargeable with the payment of ad valorem taxes on the real 651 

property and the director of the City's planning and development department 652 

or other designated department, and contain the following:  653 



(1) The plan shall be consistent with the City's comprehensive plan and all 654 

laws and ordinances governing the subject property, and shall conform 655 

to any urban redevelopment plan adopted for the area within which the 656 

property lies;  657 

(2) The plan shall set forth in reasonable detail the requirements for repair, 658 

closure, demolition, or restoration of existing structures, in accordance 659 

with minimal statewide codes; where structures are demolished, the 660 

plan shall include provisions for debris removal, stabilization and 661 

landscaping of the property;  662 

(3) On parcels of five acres or greater, the plan shall address the 663 

relationship to local objectives respecting land uses, improved traffic, 664 

public transportation, public utilities, recreational and community 665 

facilities, and other public improvements;  666 

(4) The plan shall contain verifiable funding sources which will be used to 667 

complete its requirements and show the feasibility thereof;  668 

(5) The plan shall contain a timetable for completion of required work; and 669 

(6) Any outstanding ad valorem taxes (state, school, county and city, 670 

including the increased tax pursuant to this article) and governmental 671 

liens due and payable on the property must be satisfied in full.  672 

SECTION 8 673 

NOTICE TO TAX COMMISSIONER 674 



 675 

It shall be the duty of the public officer to notify the Tax Commissioner of Fannin 676 

County in writing as to designation or removal of designation of a specific property 677 

as maintained in a blighted condition. Such notice shall identify the specific property 678 

by street address and tax map, block and parcel number, as assigned by the Fannin 679 

County Tax Assessor's Office. The public officer shall cooperate with the tax 680 

commissioner to assure accurate tax billing of those properties subject to increased 681 

or reduced ad valorem taxation under this article.  682 

 683 

 684 

 685 

 686 

 687 

SECTION 9 688 

REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES TO REMOVE CONFLICT 689 

 690 

 With the exception of any zoning ordinance or zoning classification, all parts 691 

of ordinances in conflict with the terms of this ordinance are hereby repealed to the 692 

extent of the conflict, but it is hereby provided that any ordinance or law which may 693 

be applicable hereto and aid in carrying out and making effective the intent, purpose 694 

and provisions hereof, is hereby adopted as a part hereof and shall be legally 695 

construed to be in favor of upholding this Ordinance on behalf of the City of Blue 696 

Ridge, Georgia.   697 



SECTION 10  698 

SEVERABILITY 699 

700 

If any paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase or any other portion 701 

of this Ordinance should be declared invalid or unconstitutional by any Court of 702 

competent jurisdiction or if the provisions of any part of this Ordinance as applied 703 

to any particular person, situation or set of circumstances is declared invalid or 704 

unconstitutional, such invalidity shall not be construed to affect the provisions of 705 

this Ordinance not so held to be invalid, or the application of this Ordinance to other 706 

circumstances not so held to be invalid.  It is hereby declared to be the legislative 707 

intent of the City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia to provide for separate 708 

and divisible parts and it does hereby adopt any and all parts hereof as may not be 709 

held invalid for any reason. 710 

SECTION 11  711 

EFFECTIVE DATE 712 

713 

The effective date of this Ordinance shall be immediately upon its passage by 714 

the City Council and execution by the Mayor or upon fifteen (15) days expiring from 715 

the date of its passage without a veto of said Ordinance by the Mayor as set forth in 716 

the City Charter at Section 3.23(b). 717 

SO ORDAINED, this ____ day of __________________, 2019 718 

BLUE RIDGE CITY COUNCIL 

9 July
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FIRST READING_____________ 

SECOND READING _______________ 

PASSED____________________ 

AN ORDINANCE NO. ________ 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER SEVENTY OF THE CITY OF BLUE 

RIDGE CODE [as amended and enacted by Ordinance 2015-01-13] REGARDING 

CITY WIDE SPEED LIMITS; TO REDUCE SAID SPEED LIMITS AND FOR 

OTHER PURPOSES 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, has 

previously adopted Ordinance number 2015-01-13 to adopt the Georgia Uniform 

Rules of the Road and to regulate traffic upon the public streets of Blue Ridge, 

Georgia; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, finds that, 

after consideration, study and review of the concentrated vehicular and pedestrian 

traffic within the City limits it is determined that vehicular traffic and its interaction 

with other vehicles and pedestrians creates a special hazard as contemplated by 

O.C.G.A. § 40-6-180 et seq. and that certain changes will address said hazards and

benefit the public safety of the citizens and visitors to the City; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED, AND IT IS HEREBY 

ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, as authorized by 

the City Charter and general law, as follows:  

July 9, 2019

BR2019-11



2 
 

SECTION 1. 

 

 The entirety of § 70.15 entitled “SPEED LIMITS-CITY WIDE” is hereby 

repealed and replaced by the following which shall have the same title but read: 

(a) Twenty (20) miles per hour shall be the maximum speed limit 

throughout the City, except in the following instances: 

(1) On streets adjoining school property and within a school 

zone or block, the maximum limit shall be fifteen (15) miles per 

hour at all times unless otherwise marked to allow an increase 

to twenty (20) miles per hour at certain times; 

(2) In any park, playground or other area owned by the City, the 

maximum speed limit shall be fifteen (15) miles per hour. 

(b) Zones for speed limits in excess of, or less than, twenty (20) miles per 

hour, may be approved by resolution or simple vote by the City 

Council and Mayor and will be clearly marked by signs.   Any 

changes approved as set forth in this subsection shall also be reflected 

on a list made available to the general public at City Hall and in such 

other places as directed by the Mayor or Chief of Police. 

A current copy of the list is attached.  
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SECTION 2: 

APPLICABILITY 

 

 This change shall expressly not change or alter Section 70.16 of Ordinance 

2015-01-13 regarding the state highway system. 

SECTION 3.  

 

SEVERABILITY 

 

 If any paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase or any other portion 

of this Ordinance should be declared invalid or unconstitutional by any Court of 

competent jurisdiction or if the provisions of any part of this Ordinance as applied 

to any particular person, situation or set of circumstances is declared invalid or 

unconstitutional, such invalidity shall not be construed to affect the provisions of 

this Ordinance not so held to be invalid, or the application of this Ordinance to other 

circumstances not so held to be invalid.  It is hereby declared to be the legislative 

intent of the City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia to provide for separate 

and divisible parts and it does hereby adopt any and all parts hereof as may not be 

held invalid for any reason. 

SECTION 4.  

EFFECTIVE DATE 

 



4 
 

 The effective date of this Ordinance shall be immediately upon its passage by 

the City Council and execution by the Mayor or upon fifteen (15) days expiring from 

the date of its passage without a veto of said Ordinance by the Mayor as set forth in 

the City Charter at Section 3.23(b).  Upon the Ordinance becoming effective, the 

City Clerk shall insert the modifications, additions or deletions and publish the 

Ordinance as amended.  

 SO ORDAINED, this ____ day of______________, 2019. 

      BLUE RIDGE CITY COUNCIL 

 

 

      By:        

 Mayor 

 

  

Attest: 

      

Kelsey Ledford, City Clerk 





















1850-D BEAVER RIDGE CIRCLE PHONE      404 / 633 - 2507

NORCROSS, GA  30071 FAX            404 / 321 - 5094

Date: Quotation # jb070219

To: Blue Ridge Bid Date: ASAP

Project: John Wood Bladder Tank Page(s):

Item # Qty Unit Tag Product Description Unit Price Ext Price Wt (each)

1 2 John Wood JBPR-22-017 Hydropneumatic Bladder Tank 7,464.00$      14,928.00$    

125 PSIG ASME, Top Connection, 528 Gallons, 

Full size bladder

2 1 Freight Charge between $1000 and $1500 -$               

Notes: 1. Payment Terms: 30 Days Net - Pending Credit Approval

2. All shipping is FOB Factory - delivered but not unloaded.

3. Seller makes no warranty or guarantee beyond that offered by the manufacturer.  Manufacturer's Terms and Conditions (available

     upon request) shall govern any subsequent purchase order.

4. Final order approval and signed acknowledgement may be required.

Sincerely

John Bullard

John Norris

John Q. Bullard Assoc., Inc.

Quotation
7/2/2019

JOHN  Q.  BULLARD  ASSOC.  INC.
PUMPS * HEAT EXCHANGERS * BOILERS * FLOW MEASURING * TANKS * WATER HEATERS * COILS * PUMP PARTS    

COOLING TOWERS * CHILLED BEAMS * INFRARED HEATERS * VALVES * STEAM ACCESSORIES * SOLAR THERMAL

Prices are for immediate acceptance and delivery is contingent upon strikes, accidents, or causes beyond our control.  To the 

prices quoted add manufacturer's or sales tax, either federal or state, payable on the transaction under any effective statute.  

Prices are subject to change without notice, and are subject to any applicable manufacturer price escalation.  Quantities not 

guaranteed.  Prices good for 30 days after which time must be reconfirmed.  Seller makes no warranty that the description of goods 

contained herein agree with any plans and specifications of Buyer, who is cautioned to compare this quotation with actual 

specified requirements to avoid error.  Seller assumes no responsibility for any addenda and/or alternates unless expressly stated 

in this quotation.  Any alternate offered is based on Seller's interpretation of the specifications, and does not guarantee approval of 

the specifying authority.  Field services are NOT included unless otherwise stated in this quotation.



 

    Touch Read / Hand-held device(s) Qty Ea.

0 AutoRead Customer Touch Read / Manual System 1,500.00$        -$                                

0 4090 Autogun Touch Read probe wand 4 < 250.00$           -$                                

0 4090 Autogun Touch Read probe wand 4 > 750.00$           -$                                

0 5500 series HHD 4 < 1,000.00$        -$                                

0 5500 series HHD 4 > 1,500.00$        -$                                

0 6500 series HHD 4 > 750.00$           -$                                

0 6500 series HHD 4 > 1,000.00$        -$                                

0 SEMP (Sensus Extended Maintainence Program) 125.00$           -$                                

0 AutoRead / AutoVu Drive by System 2,000.00$        -$                                

0 VXU - 520 r driveby technology  5,000 units < 1,500.00$        -$                                

0 VXU - 520 r driveby technology  5,000 units > 3,000.00$        -$                                

0 walk - by 520 r technology 500.00$           -$                                

0 walk - by 520m technology 1,000.00$        -$                                

0 VGB - 520 m driveby technology 2,000.00$        -$                                

    FlexNet License Spectrum Fixed Reading System

1 FLexNet Monitoring and Maintenance 5,000.00$        5,000.00$                      

0 Customer Portal 2,000.00$        -$                                

1 RNI Device Management 1,500.00$        1,200.00$                      

1 Base Station Annual Management 500.00$           500.00$                         

0 Remote / Echo 300.00$           -$                                

1 Trimble / Archer / 6500 / Command Link 4 or less 500.00$           500.00$                         

0 Trimble / Archer / 6500 / Command Link 4 or more 700.00$           -$                                

2 Modem Fee for Base Stations push to RNI cloud 480.00$           960.00$                         

Product Standardization
1 iPERL as standard meter  $         (750.00) (750.00)$                        

1 OMNI as standard large meter application (750.00)$          (750.00)$                        

AutoRead Reporting Utilization
1 Regularly using AutoRead reports for System Maint. (250.00)$          (250.00)$                        

Active KISS Participation Discount
1 Maintain - Management - Maximize (500.00)$          (500.00)$                        

Training Particpant Discount

1 Annual and other scheduled trainings (250.00)$          (250.00)$                        

Technology Advancement Plan

1 520m radio reading installation plan (1,225.00)$       (1,225.00)$                    

4,435.00$                      

    Drive-by / Radio Read

KISS annual support fee:

KISS - Invoice # 2019001

City of  Blue Ridge
Rebbeca Harkins

KISS  -  Kendall Increased Service and Support

Coverage Period:      July 1, 2019  -  June 30, 2020

Reading Technology

2941 Piedmont Rd NE,  Suite D,  Atlanta, GA  30305



1 invoiced separately

1 invoiced separately

1 invoiced separately

1 3,200.00$      3,200.00$                      

1 6,487.00$      6,487.00$                      

1 -$                -$                                

9,687.00$                      

Payment Due Date Total Due: $14,122.00

Accepted   

Name Signature Title Date

For Daily technical help and for accessing other program features:
Email: sensus@kendallmetering.com to reach our KISS Team

Analytics Annual Fee

M400 Base Station Annual Warranty - First Year no charge

Sensus SaaS YEAR 1
Sensus Billing Integration 1-time Setup Fee

RNI Cloud Device Manager 1-time Setup Fee

Analytics Software 1-time Setup Fee

RNI Annual Fee

Please fax a signed copy to (678) 377-3200 or scan and email to kevinpurcell@kendallmetering.com.  Then please mail the signed 

original with your payment.

Sensus annual Drive-by License fee:

  

July 15, 2019
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City of Blue Ridge 

Council Meeting Minutes 

City Hall 

480 West First Street 

August 13, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. 

Present: Mayor Donna Whitener  

Council Members Robbie Cornelius, Nathan Fitts,  

Kenneth Gaddis and Rhonda Haight 

City Clerk Kelsey Ledford 

City Attorney James Balli 

Zoning, Land Development and Project Manager Jeff Stewart 

Absent: Council Member Harold Herndon 

1) Call Meeting to Order:

Mayor Donna Whitener called the meeting to order.

2) Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance:

Council Member Kenneth Gaddis offered a word of prayer followed by the Pledge of

Allegiance.

3) Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting:

a) Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the July 9, 2019 Council

Meeting Minutes (Includes Executive Session Minutes). The motion was seconded by

Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.

4) Approval of Agenda or Motion to Amend Agenda (if applicable):

Council Member Kenneth Gaddis made a motion to add park roof quotes as a

purchasing item on the agenda. The motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie

Cornelius. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.

Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to add council meeting time as an

action item. The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council

voted 4-0. Motion carried.
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5) Downtown Development Authority Board Member Oath of Office: 

Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to appoint Brandon Lofton to the 

Downtown Development Authority board. The motion was seconded by Council 

Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. Mr. Lofton then gave 

his oath of office (attached).  

 

6) FY2018 Financial Statements—Finance Director Alicia Stewart: 

Finance Director, Alicia Stewart presented the FY2018 Financial Statements to the 

Mayor and Council. She stated that the City received an unqualified opinion meaning 

that the auditors did not find any material misstatements in the City’s financial 

statements. She continued to state that the auditors performed certain procedures on 

internal controls and one comment was received for lack of segregation of duties. She 

assured the Council that this is a very common comment for small cities of our size and 

that the City simply did not have the staff to satisfy this comment.  

 

7) FY2019 Budget Amendment No. 1—Finance Director Alicia Stewart: 

Finance Director, Alicia Stewart presented FY2019 Budget Amendment No. 1 (attached) 

to the Mayor and Council. She confirmed that most changes contained in the 

amendment were purchases that had already been discussed and approved by the 

Council in a previous meeting. Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to 

approve FY2019 Budget Amendment No. 1. The motion was seconded by Council 

Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  

 

Public Comments (for all speakers who have signed up the previous week): 

8)  

9)  

10)  
11)  
12)  

 

Action Agenda Items (Items requiring the approval of the Council): 

13) Board Appointments (Tree Board, Downtown Development Authority & Zoning Board of 

Appeals): 

Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to appoint Beverly Cox to the Tree Board 

and Susan Catron to the Downtown Development Authority Board. Motion died due to 

a lack of a second.  
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Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to appoint Susan Catron to the Downtown 

Development Authority Board. The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda 

Haight. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  

Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to appoint Beverly Cox to the Tree Board. 

The motion was seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 2-2 

with Council Members Robbie Cornelius and Rhonda Haight opposed. Mayor Donna 

Whitener broke the tie by voting in favor of the motion. Motion carried.  

 

14) Blue Ridge Hotel LLC Parking Lease:  

Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to extend the lease with Blue Ridge 

Hotel LLC with a revision to extend the lease until a 30-day termination notice is 

received from the property owner, pending approval by the City Attorney. The motion 

was seconded by Council Member Kenneth Gaddis. The Council voted 4-0. Motion 

carried. 

 

15) Carter & Sloope Task Release No. 22 (WWTF Improvements, Phase I Project): 

After some discussion Mayor Donna Whitener asked for a motion to table the topic until 

further information is received regarding the project. Council Member Kenneth Gaddis 

made the motion to table. The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda 

Haight. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. 

 

16) Ordinance Amending City Speed Limits (Second Reading & Adoption): 

City Attorney James Balli gave a summary of the ordinance and stated that no changes 

have been made since the first reading. Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion 

to approve the second reading and adoption of the Ordinance Amending City Speed 

Limits (attached). The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The 

Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  

 

17) Council Meeting Time: 

Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to change the Council Meeting time 

from 6:00pm to 5:00pm. The motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie 

Cornelius. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  

 

Purchasing Approvals: 

18) Municode: 

City Attorney James Balli discussed the status of the City of Blue Ridge Ordinance 

codification and explained that the project would require an additional $6,350.00. 









ADJUSTED
DEPARTMENT/ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION BUDGET AMENDMENT BUDGET

GENERAL FUND
100-39-0000-3500 OTHR FIN PROCEEDS FROM LEASE -               85,000              85,000         
100-54-3200-2200 POLICE CAPITAL OUTLAY- VEHICLES -               (74,000)             (74,000)        
GMA lease to purchase (2) police vehicles and park truck (in prior year).

100-34-0000-7903 CHG SERV DOWNTOWN PARKING -               38,000              38,000         
100-52-7550-2310 DWNTWN RENTAL OF LAND & BLDGS (1,200)      (15,000)             (16,200)        
Downtown parking lot income and rental.

100-38-0000-3000 MISC REV INS REIMB FOR DAMAGED PROP -               5,000                5,000           
100-52-3200-2203 POLICE MAINTENANCE VEHICLES (2,000)      (5,000)               (7,000)          
Insurance from police wrecked vehicle.

100-57-1100-9000 COUNCIL CONTINGENCIES (23,781)    23,300              (481)             
100-54-1500-1200 GENERAL CAPITAL OUTLAY- SITE IMP -               (16,300)             (16,300)        
100-54-1500-2400 GENERAL CAPITAL OUTLAY- COMPUTERS -               (7,000)               (7,000)          
City Hall parking project Phase 1 and new server for City Hall.

100-31-0000-6300 TAXES FINANCIAL INSTITUTION TAX 25,000     7,000                32,000         
100-32-0000-2200 PERMIT/LIC PERMITS & ZONING 3,000       10,000              13,000         
100-52-1500-2201 GEN ADMIN MAINT. BLDG & GROUNDS (12,000)    (5,000)               (17,000)        
100-53-4200-1101 STREET MATERIALS & SUPPLIES (10,000)    (15,000)             (25,000)        
100-52-4900-1202 SHOP ENGINEERING -               (8,500)               (8,500)          
100-53-6124-1210 REC FAC WATER/SEWERAGE (13,000)    5,000                (8,000)          
100-52-6220-3902 PARK AREASLAWN MAINT. CONTRACT (13,500)    (10,000)             (23,500)        
100-51-7400-2100 ZONING GROUP INSURANCE (7,220)      (5,500)               (12,720)        
100-52-7400-3900 ZONING CONTRACTED SERVICES (4,000)      (7,000)               (11,000)        
100-53-7550-1600 DWNTWN SMALL EQUIPMENT -               (5,000)               (5,000)          

GENERAL FUND TOTAL -                        

WATER FUND
505-38-0000-3000 MISC REV INS REIMB FOR DAMAGED PROP -               10,000              10,000         
505-52-4430-2202 WTR PLANT MAINT EQUIPMENT (9,000)      (8,000)               (17,000)        
Insurance claim for lightening strike at Water Plant.

505-52-4310-1202 SWR ADMIN ENGINEERING (4,000)      (5,000)               (9,000)          
505-52-4331-3900 SWR MAINT CONTRACTED SERVICES (2,500)      (21,000)             (23,500)        
505-54-4410-2400 WTR ADMIN CAPITAL OUTLAY- COMPUTERS -               (7,000)               (7,000)          
505-57-4410-9000 WTR ADMIN CONTINGENCIES (35,441)    35,000              (441)             
505-54-4440-1400 WTR MAINT CAPITAL OUTLAY- INFRASTRUC (300,000)  33,500              (266,500)      
505-51-4450-1100 WTR LOSS SALARIES & WAGES (40,841)    (30,000)             (70,841)        
505-51-4450-2100 WTR LOSS GROUP INSURANCE (11,965)    (7,500)               (19,465)        

WATER FUND TOTAL -                        

ADOPTED AT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING

CITY CLERK DATE

BUDGET AMENDMENT #1 
2019

Use of contingency and revenue overages to offset various expenditures including: City Hall roof repair, shop 
surveying, contract labor for inspections and zoning, purchase of (4) steel benches, etc.

Use of contingency and decrease to infrastructure capital outlay to offset various expenses including: Mountain 
Street sewer repairs, engineering for various projects, City Hall server, and moving an employee to water loss.

08.13.2019
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FIRST READING_____________ 

SECOND READING _______________ 

PASSED____________________ 

AN ORDINANCE NO. ________ 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER SEVENTY OF THE CITY OF BLUE 

RIDGE CODE [as amended and enacted by Ordinance 2015-01-13] REGARDING 

CITY WIDE SPEED LIMITS; TO REDUCE SAID SPEED LIMITS AND FOR 

OTHER PURPOSES 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, has 

previously adopted Ordinance number 2015-01-13 to adopt the Georgia Uniform 

Rules of the Road and to regulate traffic upon the public streets of Blue Ridge, 

Georgia; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, finds that, 

after consideration, study and review of the concentrated vehicular and pedestrian 

traffic within the City limits it is determined that vehicular traffic and its interaction 

with other vehicles and pedestrians creates a special hazard as contemplated by 

O.C.G.A. § 40-6-180 et seq. and that certain changes will address said hazards and

benefit the public safety of the citizens and visitors to the City; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED, AND IT IS HEREBY 

ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, as authorized by 

the City Charter and general law, as follows:  

July 9, 2019

BR2019-11

August 13, 2019

August 13, 2019
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SECTION 1. 

The entirety of § 70.15 entitled “SPEED LIMITS-CITY WIDE” is hereby 

repealed and replaced by the following which shall have the same title but read: 

(a) Twenty (20) miles per hour shall be the maximum speed limit

throughout the City, except in the following instances:

(1) On streets adjoining school property and within a school

zone or block, the maximum limit shall be fifteen (15) miles per 

hour at all times unless otherwise marked to allow an increase 

to twenty (20) miles per hour at certain times; 

(2) In any park, playground or other area owned by the City, the

maximum speed limit shall be fifteen (15) miles per hour. 

(b) Zones for speed limits in excess of, or less than, twenty (20) miles per

hour, may be approved by resolution or simple vote by the City

Council and Mayor and will be clearly marked by signs.   Any

changes approved as set forth in this subsection shall also be reflected

on a list made available to the general public at City Hall and in such

other places as directed by the Mayor or Chief of Police.

A current copy of the list is attached. 
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SECTION 2: 

APPLICABILITY 

This change shall expressly not change or alter Section 70.16 of Ordinance 

2015-01-13 regarding the state highway system. 

SECTION 3.  

SEVERABILITY 

If any paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase or any other portion 

of this Ordinance should be declared invalid or unconstitutional by any Court of 

competent jurisdiction or if the provisions of any part of this Ordinance as applied 

to any particular person, situation or set of circumstances is declared invalid or 

unconstitutional, such invalidity shall not be construed to affect the provisions of 

this Ordinance not so held to be invalid, or the application of this Ordinance to other 

circumstances not so held to be invalid.  It is hereby declared to be the legislative 

intent of the City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia to provide for separate 

and divisible parts and it does hereby adopt any and all parts hereof as may not be 

held invalid for any reason. 

SECTION 4.  

EFFECTIVE DATE 
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City of Blue Ridge 

Council Meeting Minutes 

City Hall 

480 West First Street 

September 10, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. 

Present: Mayor Donna Whitener 

Council Members Robbie Cornelius,  

Nathan Fitts, Rhonda Haight and 

Harold Herndon 

City Clerk Kelsey Ledford 

Zoning, Land Development and Project Manager Jeff Stewart 

Attorney Adam Rozen 

1) Call Meeting to Order:

Mayor Donna Whitener called the meeting to order.

2) Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance:

Chief of Police, Johnny Scearce offered a word of prayer followed by the Pledge of

Allegiance.

3) Approval of Minutes from Previous Meeting:

a) Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the August 13, 2019

Council Meeting Minutes (included Executive Session Minutes). The motion was

seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 4-0. Motion

carried.

4) Approval of Agenda or Motion to Amend Agenda (if applicable):

Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to add “Zoning Board of Appeals Board

Member Appointment” under action agenda items. The motion was seconded by

Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.

Public Comments (for all speakers who have signed up the previous week): 

5) 
6) 
7) 
8) 
9)
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Second Public Hearing for Conditional Use Request: 

10) Conditional Use Request: Danny & Joyce Price, 64 Bradley Street, Proposed Private 

Camp in R-A (Residential Agriculture): 

Attorney Adam Rozen explained the procedure for the public hearing and asked the 

applicants to present their case.  

 

a) Allow Applicant 10-Minutes to Present His or Her Case: 

Mr. Price explained that he and his wife bought the lot on Brandley Street to 

build a residence upon retirement. He explained that they plan to keep two air 

streamers on the property for a maximum of five years for which they will 

vacation in until they retire. He gave examples of permitted uses under the 

current zoning and stated that a private camp was one of the permitted uses if 

granted a conditional use by the Council. 

Council Member Nathan Fitts quested the applicants about whether they knew 

the current zoning of the property prior to purchasing the lot. They agreed that 

they did. 

 

b) Allow Opposing Parties 10-Minutes Collectively to Present His or Her Case: 

Adjoining property owner, Kenneth Hamilton spoke in opposition of allowing 

two air streamers on the lot across from his property but agreed to being in 

favor of one. Belinda Thomas, daughter of Lynda Jordan, an adjoining property 

owner, spoke in opposition of the request. She stated that allowing the request 

would set a precedence that she did not want to see in Blue Ridge.  

Mike Panter, a citizen, questioned if the air stream would be connected to the 

City’s wastewater system. 

 

Attorney Rozen then allowed the applicants to use their remaining time for any 

rebuttal comments. After the applicants finished, Mr. Rozen closed the public 

hearing.   

 

c) Planning Commission Recommendation from First Public Hearing on September 

4, 2019: 

Mayor Donna Whitener read the Planning Commission’s recommendation 

(attached), then asked Zoning, Land Development and Project Manager Jeff 

Stewart to speak on the request. Mr. Stewart explained that the property’s 

current zoning designation (R-A) is the only zoning district that allows a private 

camp as a conditional use according to the City’s Zoning Ordinance.  
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Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to accept the Planning 

Commission’s recommendation and deny the request. The motion was seconded 

by Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. 

 

Action Agenda Items (Items requiring the approval of the Council): 

11) FY2019 Millage Rate (First Public Hearing): 

Attorney Rozen opened the public hearing for the 2019 Millage Rate. No comments 

were received. Therefore, Mr. Rozen closed the public hearing. Mayor Donna 

Whitener commented that the City’s millage rate was not changing from last year  

but explained why the City was required to advertise as a tax increase. She 

confirmed that any properties that have not been reassessed or had any real 

property improvements would not have a change in the tax bill. 

 

12) FY2020 Budget (Public Hearing): 

Attorney Rozen opened the public hearing for the 2020 Budget. No comments were 

received. Therefore, Mr. Rozen closed the public hearing. 

Finance Director, Alicia Stewart explained that the budget contains a 5% wage 

increase to be allocated by the Mayor and Council. She confirmed that there would 

be no increase in the insurance premium. She stated the general fund increased by 

$198,000 primarily due to property and sales tax increases which offset the above-

mentioned wage increases. The water fund decreased $1.2 million due to the Hwy 5 

utility relocation that was budgeted in 2019 but is now projected for construction in 

2021. She closed by stating that the budget contains a 1% contingency in both the 

general and water funds.  

 

13) Zoning Board of Appeals Board Member Appointment: 

Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to appoint Mike Panter to the Zoning 

Board of Appeals. The motion was seconded by Council Member Harold Herndon. 

The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  

 

Purchasing Approvals: 

14) Core & Main Invoice No. K758541 (Hwy515 & Ballewtown Water Line 

Replacement): 

Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve invoice no. K758541 

from Core & Main in the amount of $13,829.29 (attached). The motion was seconded 

by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
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15) Welch, Walker & Associates Invoice No. A19012: 

Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve invoice no. A19012 from 

Welch, Walker & Associates in the amount of $13,500.00 (attached). The motion was 

seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  

 

16) TRC Hauling & Paving Estimate No. 96: 

Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve estimate no. 96 from TRC 

Hauling & Paving in the amount of $7,100.00 (attached). The motion was seconded 

by Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. 

 

17) Tri-State EMC Invoice No. 10000603: 

Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve invoice no. 10000603 from 

Tri-State EMC in the amount of $8,950.00 (attached). The motion was seconded by 

Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. 

 

18) Templeton & Associates Estimate No. 10330: 

Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve estimate no. 10330 from 

Tempelton & Associates in the amount of $7,061.00 (attached). The motion was 

seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  

 

19) Propane Gas Quotes: 

Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the bid received from Fort 

Mountain Propane (attached). The motion was seconded by Council Member 

Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  

 

Discussion Agenda Items (Items for discussion only): 

20) Amendment to the Electric Shuttle Bus Ordinance: 

The Mayor and Council discussed amending the Electric Shuttle Bus Ordinance to 

allow private golf carts to operate on downtown City streets. They agreed that they 

would need legal counsel to decide whether they would proceed with the 

amendment.  

 

21) 4-Way Stop at Intersection of Orvin Lance Connector and Orvin Lance Drive: 

Zoning, Land Development and Project Manager Jeff Stewart proposed a 4-way stop 

at the intersection of Orvin Lance Connector and Orvin Lance Drive also known as 

the post office intersection. He and the Mayor and Council discussed this option or 

cutting the bank pack to allow more visibility. Staff was instructed to obtain quotes 

for a roundabout.  
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22)Speed Breakers on East Second Street: 
Chief of Police, Johnny Scearce discussed the possible need for speed breakers on 
secondary streets due to many using these streets to bypass traffic. He mentioned 
that many are speeding on the secondary streets and speed breakers could reduce 
the amount of traffic and the speed of the traffic using the secondary streets. A 
decision was not reached. 

23)Food Trucks: 
City Clerk Kelsey Ledford discussed the increased interest in food trucks in the City. 
She commented that currently the City does not prohibit them or regulate them. She 
requested some feedback or guidance from the Council. After some discussion, 
Council Member Nathan Fitts and Council Member Rhonda Haight were in favor of 
allowing food trucks and asked City Clerk Kelsey Ledford to meet with local 
restaurant owners to hear their thoughts. Additionally, they asked her to explore 
some options and find out how other cities regulate food trucks. 

24 )Announcement of To int Meeting with City Council and Downtown Development 
Authority September 12, 2019 at 6:00p.m.: 
Mayor Donna Whitener announced the joint meeting between the Council and DDA. 

2 5) Executive Session (if needed): 
There was none. 

26)Adjournment: 
Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion 
was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 4-0. Meeting 
adjourned. 

Mayor Donna Whitener 

Approved 

PageSofS 

















UPG ®  

Fort Mountain Propane Gm, UC. 
Pemd Office Box 349 • 8546 Tails Creek Qd. • Ellijay. CT:eon31a 30540 

Telephone: 70627620H • Fax: 7062762012 • Toll Nice 8442928891 
E-mail: nilb@upgirs.com  • WWW.Up811AkC0111 

Date: August 8, 2019 

Project Identification: 

Propane Services 

This Bid is submitted to: 

City of Blue Ridge 

480 West First Street 

Blue Ridge, GA 30513 

Fort Mountain Propane - United Propane Gas, agrees to offer, if this Proposal is accepted, Propane 

Services at the rate of .989 per gallon plus the PERC tax of .005 per gallon, making the effective rate for 

all gallons delivered ..994, for the period of one year from the time of approval of the bid. 

This bid is being placed in response to a Bid Invitation Propane Fuel that was received. 

Thank you, 

Kansas Downey 

Office Manager 

Fort Mountain Propane 
upg74@upgas.com  

706-276-2011/2012 
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