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FIRST READING February 9,2021

PASSED

AN ORDINANCE NO.BR2021-05

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE BLUE RIDGE SHORT TERM

RENTAL ORDINANCE ADOPTED JULY 9, 2019 TO PROVIDE

FOR A NEW DEFINITION; TO REMOVE THE SPECIAL LAND

USE PERMIT PROVISIONS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia adopted the
Short Term Rental Ordinance (“Ordinance”) on July 9, 2019, a true and correct copy
of which is attached hereto;

WHEREAS, the City Council determines it is in the best interests of the City
and its citizens to enact certain amendments to the Ordinance to promote the public
health, safety and welfare of the citizens;

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, and it is hereby ordained by the above-

referenced authority as follows:

SECTION 1.

Section Three of the Ordinance entitled “REGULATIONS FOR SHORT
TERM VACATION RENTALS” is hereby amended to read:

Short term vacation rentals may be offered to the public for rental only on
properties zoned for commercial use which currently are Central Business District
("CBD"), Limited Commercial ("C-1"), Genera] Commercial ("C-2") and

Manufacturing District (“M-1"). No short term rental may be offered to the
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public for rental until issuance of a short term vacation rental certificate, receipt of
an occupation tax certificate, and payment of any and all applicable State and City
taxes. Any taxes owed to the City shall be paid and any failure to remit the same
or to register pursuant to this ordinance shall be subject to the penalties set forth in
the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia's Code of Ordinances. Owners shall also use his
or her best efforts to insure occupants do not disrupt or interfere with rights of
adjacent property owners to quiet enjoyment of their property and shall adhere to
the following requirements:

A.  Owners shall not allow occupants to violate any federal, state, or local
law, statute, rule or ordinances.

B.  Owners shall not allow overnight occupancy to exceed the maximum
capacity as identified in the rental certificate application.

Section 10, entitled “EFFECTIVE DATE/TOLLING/SPECIAL LAND USE
PERMIT/NONCONFORMING GRANDFATHERED USE” shall be retitled
“EFFECTIVE DATE/TOLLING/NONCONFORMING GRANDFATHERED USE”
and is hereby amended to read:

The effective date of this Ordinance shall be immediately upon its passage
by the City Council and execution by the Mayor or upon fifteen (15) days expiring
from the date of its passage without a veto of said Ordinance by the Mayor as set

forth in the City Charter at Section 3.23(b). The Ordinance shall be tolled and not
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enforced against any owner of property who as of July 9, 2019 was is-eurrenthy

operating a short-term rental upon property which is not within a category eligible
for the issuance of a short term rental certificate if the owner or the owner's agent

files an application seeking a rezoning to a commercial category or-a-spectat-land

use-permit-within thirty (30) days of the previous effective date of this Ordinance.
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If the rezoning erspecia-and-usepermits-is denied, the Ordinance will no

longer be tolled and will be immediately enforceable. In the event an owner or the

owner's agent was operating is-eurrenthy-operating a short-term rental upon

property on July 9, 2019 which is not within a category eligible for the issuance of

a short term rental certificate AND has been paying the monthly hotel/motel tax
as required by law , said operation shall be considered to be grandfathered and
allowed to continue operation until there is a change in ownership of said
property. However, all other terms and conditions of this Ordinance shall apply to
any grandfathered short-term rental located on properly zoned a category other

than a commercial category set forth in this ordinance.
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SECTION 2:
REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES TO REMOVE CONFLICT

On the effective date of this Ordinance, all parts of ordinances in conflict with
the terms of this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of the conflict, but it is
hereby provided that any ordinance or law which may be applicable hereto and aid
in carrying out and making effective the intent, purpose and provisions hereof, is
hereby adopted as a part hereof and shall be legally construed to be in favor of
upholding this Ordinance on behalf of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia.

SECTION 3.
SEVERABILITY

If any paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase or any other portion
of this Ordinance should be declared invalid or unconstitutional by any Court of
competent jurisdiction or if the provisions of any part of this Ordinance as applied
to any particular person, situation or set of circumstances is declared invalid or
unconstitutional, such invalidity shall not be construed to affect the provisions of
this Ordinance not so held to be invalid, or the application of this Ordinance to other
circumstances not so held to be invalid. It is hereby declared to be the legislative
intent of the City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia to provide for separate
and divisible parts and it does hereby adopt any and all parts hereof as may not be

held invalid for any reason.
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SECTION 4.
EFFECTIVE DATE

The effective date of this Ordinance shall be immediately upon its passage by
the City Council and execution by the Mayor or upon fifteen (15) days expiring from
the date of its passage without a veto of said Ordinance by the Mayor as set forth in
the City Charter at Section 3.23(b). Upon the Ordinance becoming effective, the
City Clerk shall insert the modifications, additions or deletions and publish the

Ordinance as amended.

SO ORDAINED, this day of , 2021.
BLUE RIDGE CITY COUNCIL
By:
Mayor
Attest:
City Clerk
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