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FIRST READING: February 20, 2024 
SECOND READING:  February 28, 2024 

PRESENTED TO MAYOR March 20, 2024 
MAYOR VETOED March 26, 2024 

 
AN ORDINANCE NO. BR 2024-08 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BLUE RIDGE, GEORGIA, 
ESTABLISHING GENERAL PURCHASING REGULATIONS 
PURSUANT TO CITY CHARTER SECTION 6.31 
(“PURCHASING”); PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
WHEREAS, Section 6.31 (“Purchasing”) of the City Charter provides that “[t]he city 

council shall by ordinance prescribe procedures for a system of centralized purchasing for the 

city;” and 

WHEREAS, it is desirable to enact purchasing regulations to implement Section 6.31 of 

the City Charter to establish standards for the acquisition of materials, equipment, supplies, and 

services used by all departments of the City. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, AND IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED by the 

City Council of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia, as follows: 

Section 1. Pursuant to City Charter Section 6.31, the following General Purchasing 

Regulations are hereby established for the City of Blue Ridge: 

A. Centralized Purchasing. The City hereby establishes a centralized purchasing 

system where all City purchases will be approved as set forth herein. 

B. Guidelines for Purchases. 

(i) Purchases not greater than $5,000.  Purchases of or contracts for materials, 

supplies, equipment, improvements, or services where the total amount 

expended is not greater than $5,000 may be made or entered into by the 

Utilities Director, Court Clerk, or City Clerk without competitive bidding 
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and without City Council approval.   

(ii) All other purchases. Unless otherwise required by state law, any other 

purchase shall be approved/awarded by the City Council in a regular or 

special meeting. 

C. Exemptions.  The following exemptions from the above are hereby established: 

(i) Professional Services. Invoices for services provided by professionals 

(e.g., attorneys, engineers, architects, consultants, etc.) who have been 

hired or approved by the City Council may be paid directly by the person 

responsible for accounts payable within the City without further approval 

of the City Council.   

(ii) Recurring Purchases or Purchases per Contract Approved by the City 

Council less than $20,000.00.  Recurring invoices or purchases (e.g., 

monthly utility bills) and/or invoices or purchases pursuant to a contract 

already approved by the City Council that do not exceed $20,000.00 may 

be paid directly by the person responsible for accounts payable within the 

City without further approval of the City Council.  A listing of such 

recurring invoices or purchases shall be maintained by the person 

responsible for accounts payable.  Recurring purchases must be reviewed 

by the Finance Director and the appropriate department head 

semiannually.  

(iii) Principal and interest payments on loans and bonds.  Principal and interest 

payments on loans and bonds already approved by the City Council may 

be paid directly by the person responsible for accounts payable within the 

City without further approval of the City Council.   
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(iv) Payroll Expenditures.  Payroll and payroll-related expenses (e.g., 

retirement and insurance)  may be paid directly by the person responsible 

for accounts payable within the City without further approval of the City 

Council. 

(v) Reimbursed costs.  Costs for materials such as meters, vaults, and labor 

paid for by the City upon establishment of City services for a customer 

that are subsequently reimbursed by that customer to the City. 

(vi) Emergencies. The City Council may make or authorize others to make 

emergency procurement of supplies, services, or construction items when 

there exists a threat to public health, welfare, safety or breakdowns of 

equipment that may cause serious curtailment of services to residents; 

provided that such emergency procurement shall be made with such 

competition as is practicable under the circumstances. Department heads 

shall provide information to the Mayor and City Council on any 

emergency procurement as soon as practical, or in no case later than the 

next regularly scheduled City Council meeting after the emergency 

procurement has been authorized.  

(vii) Maintenance and Repair of Existing City Equipment and Infrastructure.  

Costs for maintenance and repair of existing City equipment and 

infrastructure may be paid directly by the person responsible for accounts 

payable within the City without further approval of the City Council. 

D. Preference to Local Businesses for Formal Competitively Bid Purchases. 

Businesses located in the Fannin County who reply to formal competitive sealed bid 

requests by the City shall receive a preference bonus of 10% or 10 points during the 
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tabulation of the bid proposals. If a local preference is to be employed as provided for 

by this section, the invitation for bid documents shall clearly set forth such local 

preference requirements. Proof of Fannin County residency shall be submitted with the 

bid to be eligible for the Local Business preference. 

E. Non – Budgeted Purchases. It is understood that every event cannot be foreseen, 

but the City also understands that the budget is the basis for the City's financial actions 

for each respective fiscal year. As such, non-budgeted purchases should be kept at a bare 

minimum and need to undergo the closest scrutiny to determine how necessary each non-

budgeted purchase may be. When a department head determines the necessity to purchase 

a non-budgeted operating or capital item he must justify this need to the City Council 

and seek City Council approval at a regular meeting. 

Section 2. Severability. The provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be severable and 

if any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance shall for any reason be held to be 

invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the  remaining sections, 

sentences, clauses, and phrases of this Ordinance but they shall remain in effect, it being the 

legislative intent that this Ordinance shall stand  notwithstanding the invalidity of any part. 

Section 3. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon adoption 

on second reading. 

SO ORDAINED this ________ day of    , 2024. 
 

BLUE RIDGE CITY COUNCIL 
 
 
By: ____________________________ 
Mayor 

Attest: 
 
___________________________ 
Amy Mintz, City Clerk 
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