RESOLUTION NO. BR2023-12

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
BLUE RIDGE, GEORGIA TO AUTHORIZE THE
ACQUISITION THROUGH THE EXERCISE OF EMINENT
DOMAIN PURSUANT TO THE DECLARATION OF TAKING
METHOD, O.C.G.A. § 32-3-1 ET. SEQ. (AS APPLICABLE),
OF PERMANENT AND TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION
EASEMENTS FOR THE PURPOSE OF UPGRADING AND
IMPROVING THE CITY’S STORMWATER DRAINAGE
SYSTEM; TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY ATTORNEY TO
INSTITUTE FORMAL CONDEMNATION PROCEEDINGS;
TO PROVIDE FOR THE PAYMENT OF JUST AND
ADEQUATE COMPENSATION TO THE OWNER; AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES

WHEREAS, the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia (“City") is undertaking a City-wide
project to upgrade and improve its stormwater drainage infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, in order to complete this stormwater project, permanent and
temporary construction easements are needed through and across the property shown
on Exhibit “A” hereto (the “Property”), and efforts to acquire said easements through good
faith negotiations have been unsuccessful; and

WHEREAS, in order to complete this stormwater project, it is necessary for the
City to exercise its power of eminent domain to acquire the permanent and temporary
construction easements depicted on Exhibit “A;” and

WHEREAS, the City engaged in good faith negotiations with the owner of the
Property to acquire said easements on the Property based on a certified appraisal of the
amount of just compensation; and

WHEREAS, O.C.G.A. § 22-3-140 specifically allows for the use of the “Declaration
of Taking Method” of condemnation (i.e., O.C.G.A. § 32-3-1 et seq.) for stormwater

projects.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of Blue Ridge that:

Section 1. The exercise of eminent domain is authorized such that the City may
obtain permanent and temporary construction easements on the Property as shown on
Exhibit “A” (the Easements), which is attached hereto and incorporated herein by
reference.

Section 2. The City Council finds that the Declaration of Taking Method of
condemnation (i.e., O.C.GA. § 32-3-1 et seq., as applicable) is authorized for
condemning said Easements and that the Easements are necessary to complete the
stormwater project being conducted by the City.

Section 3. The City Attorney is authorized to take any and all lawful actions that
he may deem needful, necessary, advisable, or proper for the immediate acquisition of
the Easements pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of O.C.G.A. § 32-3-1
et seq., as applicable.

Section 4. The City Administrator is authorized to execute all documents on behalf
of the City as may be necessary to effectuate the purposes of this Resolution, including
without limitation acquisition of good and marketable title to the Easements.

Section 5. Based on a report made to the City by a certified land appraiser, the
value of $144,000.00 is just and adequate compensation to be paid for the acquisition of
the Easements, and such sum is authorized to be paid into the Court for disposition to the

person(s) entitled thereto.
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who moved its

The foregoing Resolution was offered by CM\(‘«HNQMIXT pﬁﬂo

adoption. The motion was seconded by(‘ﬂumllmEmlm \\”\0 LW}
put to a vote, the vote was as follows:

\as
4

Councilmember Angie Arp

Councilmember Jack Taylor 3
Councilmember Christy Kay sHITE G
Councilmember Bill Bivins obS\nined
Councilmember William Whaley 21

PASSED AND ADOPTED this M day of May, 2023.

-
P
e

b

, and upon being

REONDA HAIGHT, MAYOR

ATTEST:

N AT
AMYMINTZ =i O
CITY CLERK



Resolution No. BR2023-12
Page 4

Exhibit “A”
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